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Autumn Newsletter – May 2020 
President’s report with RASCAL’s COVID-19 update, RASCAL Annual General and 

pre-season function postponed 

 

 

... summer, autumn, winter, spring ... summer, autumn, winter, spring … summer, autumn, winter, spring ... 

... skiing, snowboarding, hiking, bike riding, sailing, photography, fishing, relaxing, golf, swimming ...  



Rascal Newsletter – May 2020 

  

CONTACT US 

Office Manager 

Lee-Ann Swift 

0499 047 077 

OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au 

PO Box 7137,  KALEEN  ACT  

2617 

Website 

http://www.rascal.asn.au 

Rascal Lodge 

7 Banjo Paterson Crescent 

Jindabyne, NSW 2627 

(no mail received at this 

address) 

Rascal Committee 

2019/20 

President 

Colin McLean 

Vice-President  

Rachel Appleby 

 

Secretary 

Jacqui Styles 

Treasurer 

Robert Rice 

Public Officer 

Bronwyn Ferrier 

Lodge Manager 

Sharen Mack / Anthony Galvin 

Committee Members 

Peter Dunnet 

Michael Law-Smith  

Gale Funston 

Rasal Inc. Information Board 

In this edition 

 

From the President 

(includes COVID-19 update) 

 

February 2020 working bee 

 

New Puzzles and Games 

 

The 2020 Hike de Femme 

 

Family Snow Quiz 

 

Lost Property and the 

RASCAL values 

 

RASCAL key dates calendar 

Our current 

membership 

RASCALs has 319 current 

members including 

· 244 full adult members 

· 64 full junior members 

· 8 adult summer members  

· 3 junior summer members 

· 5 memberships are 

deferred while overseas 

 

44 senior members and 15 

junior members are yet to 

pay their 2020 fees and 

their membership has 

lapsed.   

http://www.rascal.asn.au/


Rascal Newsletter – May 2020 

From the President

Hi RASCALers.  I find myself in a strange place 

right now.  It is the start of May, there is about 

40cm of snow on the ground in the NSW resorts 

and there is even snow on the hilltops around 

Canberra.  Normally this would have me excited 

about the coming ski season, yet the world is a 

very strange place and I am not sure whether we 

will all get to hit the slopes this year.  And what 

a year it has been.  We started the year with 

heavy smoke covering the ACT from the 

numerous fires to our east, the entire Snowy 

Mountains region was under serious threat from 

the Dunns Road fire with significant losses of 

property and wildlife, then the Orroral Valley 

fire directly threatened the ACT and immediate 

surrounds.  Things started to settle into some 

level of “normality” again before COVID-19 

has completely changed pretty much everything 

that we consider normal about the way we live, 

work, and interact with one another. 

 

So on to positives.  From a RASCAL perspective, the club did not suffer any 

direct loss as a result of the Dunns Road fire.  The lodge and its surrounds 

remain there and ready for us all when lockdown laws are relaxed.  I sincerely 

hope that all of our members and your family and friends also got through this 

trying time.  On to COVID-19, it seems that the steps that have been taken in 

Australia have “flattened the curve” and things are starting to head in the right 

direction.  We are seeing our rate of infection dropping significantly and the rate 

of recovery improving.  Lockdowns restrictions are starting to be lifted, and 

toilet paper is back on the supermarket shelves.  Clearly Australia is the best 

place on the planet to be right now. 

 

In respect to what all of this has meant to the club, following the instructions 

from the NSW Emergency Services authorities, Jindabyne was evacuated on the 

3rd of January.  This included the lodge.  Thank you to those who assisted 

RASCAL to comply with this requirement either by leaving in accordance with 

the instructions, or not entering the area during the period of exclusion.  The 

Snowy’s recovered from the bushfires and the region was starting to return to 

normal operation in March – when we started to enter into COVID lockdown – 

again thank you to everyone for assisting us to comply with the rules.  
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While the decision was made for us during the bushfire, the committee has 

made the difficult decision to close the lodge during the COVID pandemic.  

There were numerous factors in this decision, however key ones were: 

• Due to all parts of lodge life 

revolving around communal 

living, the ability to practice 

effective social distancing in the 

lodge is pretty limited  

• Should we find out that 

someone infected with COVID-

19 had been inside the lodge, 

we were not confident that we 

could clean and sanitise the 

lodge to prevent further 

spreading the virus 

• The clear advice from all levels 

of government was that we 

should be not undertaking any 

non-essential travel to limit the 

spread between communities, 

we believed that we owed the 

residents of Jindabyne the 

courtesy of not encouraging 

visitors to enter the region 

 

The committee is continuing to 

monitor the situation and lockdown 

restrictions.  We are working to re-

open the lodge as soon as we can and 

will provide updates as this 

progresses.  In the meantime, anyone 

with existing bookings, please reach 

out to Lee-Ann who will be able to 

assist you. 

 

As Treasurer Rob told us at the AGM 

last year, RASCAL is in a sound 

financial position. This will enable us 

to weather the current situation and be 

ready to return to normal once the 

restrictions are lifted. 

 

Stay in Touch 

 

Stay well. 

Stay home. 

Stay well .... 

away from others, when 

shopping for your food. 

 

Stay well. 

Stay aware. 

Stay well ..... 

informed of the social isolation 

rules. 

 

Stay in. 

Stay online . 

Stay in ....... 

virtual contact with your family 

and your friends. 

 

Stay active. 

Stay positive. 

Stay actively ..... 

engaged with the things that you 

enjoy. 

 

Stay in touch. 

Stay hopeful. 

Stay in touch ... 

with how you feel, and with 

those you love. 

 

By Linda Swift 
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Due to the public gathering restrictions, we have had to postpone the pre-season 

function and AGM and will provide an update on this as things progress. 

 

Finally - my thanks to the current committee for being willing to stay on while 

the situation plays out.  While the AGM has been postponed, the ACT 

Government is providing advice to organisations like RASCAL as to how we 

can comply with the requirements of our constitutions (as based on their model 

constitution) around holding an AGM while not breaching rules around 

gatherings.  Please everyone consider whether you would be willing to stand for 

a committee position.  With the current move to virtual meetings, geographic 

location becomes less of an issue to participate – so please don’t think you 

cannot stand if you are not a resident of Canberra.  Please feel free to reach out 

to myself or another member of the committee if you would like to learn a little 

more about how to get involved. 

 

As always, thanks to Lee-Ann for keeping the club running.  I ask that everyone 

has patience in the coming months.  While things continue to change, it is likely 

that we will have numerous changes to bookings and the day to day running of 

the club that will need to be coordinated through the office manager, these will 

be addressed as they come through.  

 

Please everyone stay safe, let’s keep the spirit of RASCAL alive even if we 

can’t see meet face to face.  I am looking forward to the opportunity to catch up 

with everyone again when we can.  
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February 2020 Working Bee 
 

We want to express our sincere thanks to our February working bee 

participants. The members and their guests who attended the working bee were 

• Ruth Beveridge 

• John Beveridge 

• Judith Webb 

• Anne Robinson 

• Colin McLean

Thank you! 
Your work keeps RASCAL lodge safe, comfortable and clean for everyone! We 

hope that all members who can help will consider joining us for a future 

working bee!  

 

New Puzzles and Games for the Lodge! 

 

We now have 20 new puzzles 

and games which have been 

donated to the lodge for 

members and their guests to 

entertain themselves in the 

evenings after hitting the 

slopes or bushwalking. The 

committee would like to thank 

Merril Markham, her son 

Corey and daughter-in-law   

Ioanna for these games. 

 

There are 

• 4 3D puzzles 

• 2 WASGIJ puzzles 

• 6 regular puzzles  

• 2 types of scrabble 

• monopoly and 

• 5 other board game
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Hike De Femme 2020 

This hike took place before the COVID-19 social distancing measures were introduced. 

All Femmes arrived at Rascal lodge 

on Friday for an enjoyable relax on 

the deck taking in the magnificent 

views with a glass of wine. 

Conversation included the all-

important toilet paper shortage now 

in scarce supply from the stampede 

supermarket buying and the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

 

Planning for the 2020 Hike De 

Femme started with the expectation 

of the temperature being 3 degrees 

with forecast rain. Having consulted 

several weather forecasting sites on 

the internet someone suggested 

looking at the useful “Elders” site. 

Being a group of fit, healthy go-

getting, young at heart women (not 

“Elders”), we were not phased by 

pessimistic weather forecasts, and 

were well prepared with wet weather 

gear. 

 

Consensus was to take the Pallaibo 

Track up to Sawpit Creek and back, 

starting at the peaceful Thredbo 

river. The walk consisted of lovely 

sheltered walking most of the way 

on an undulating track through tall 

gums. We were treated to a peaceful, 

almost Irish scene, looking out 

across a clear field with a vista of 

emerald green fields to distant 

ranges. With St Patrick’s day 

looming the absence of leprechauns 

was noted! 

(continued over) 

 

 

The Hike de Femme 

2020 participants: 

Alison Elvin, 

Kel Eckersley, 

Pennie Briese, 

Marg Sharp, Kate Elford, 

Jenny Morris, Julie Pettit, 

Judy Roberts, 

Denise Blair (not 

pictured), Cathie Stoffell, 

Moir Holmes, 

Lynne Bentley, and 

Gail Funston. 
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As usual, the Hike raised our spirits. 

We felt exhilarated by the beautiful 

cascades spilling down rocky 

gorges. We had not been sure what 

to expect of the bush with the 

devastating drought in the recent 

past but we were delighted to see 

green of all shades, flowering 

shrubs, a profusion of fungi and so 

much water in the Thredbo River. 

The track followed the course of 

Sawpit Creek which was rushing 

along and wonderful to see as we 

crossed it several times over mesh 

bridges. We were somewhat puzzled 

to note the vast amount of fallen 

timber and bark stripped from all the 

trees lying everywhere and 

wondered whether this was the 

result of the drought or a big storm. 

After a steady climb (and a few 

complaints about the lack of a 

morning tea break) we arrived at the 

Sawpit Creek picnic area about 

12:30 and had a well-earned rest and 

lunch. Here the group split with 

seven intrepid walkers heading off 

for more uphill on the Waterfall 

track while five others decided to 

take the return trip on the Pallaibo. 

It was a different view of the 

Waterfall Track this time. The 

previous attempt in 2017 had been in 

pouring rain with little chance to 

appreciate the beautiful scenery. It 

was sad, however, to see so many 

stressed trees, either from the 

drought or insect attack or a 

combination of both. The walk was 

fairly rapid as we were concerned 

about the time. We did have a scenic 

stop on top of some massive 

boulders from which we could see 

all the way to Jindabyne and 

beyond. Arriving back at Sawpit 

Creek we had a quick break before 

completing the return to the car park 

along the Pallaibo Track, once again 

enjoying the beautiful scenery in 

reverse. 
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Denise enjoyed a shorter walk 

towards Hatchery Bay and reported 

back that it was a pleasant gentle 

pathway that kept luring her 

onwards. 

Saturday night was a convivial 

shared meal during which the Order 

of the Boot was voted on and a 

shared award went to Kel Eckersley, 

for remembering to bring a matching 

pair of hiking shoes (unlike last 

year) and her thoughtfulness in 

making a delicious birthday cake for 

Marg, and to Marg Sharp for her 

quick thinking and creativity using a 

spatula to extinguish her birthday 

cake candles in a Corona virus 

limiting way. 

Awarding of the boot! 

Sunday morning dawned fine and 

not too cold so four intrepid hikers - 

Judy, Julie, Gale & Alison - found 

their way to the 2km return Rainbow 

Lake Walk. Rainbow Lake was 

created in the early 1900s to supply 

water to what used to be Hotel 

Kosciuszko. We had a pleasant stroll 

through some beautiful country that 

is recovering well after the drought. 

There was however evidence of feral 

pig activity. 

 

Making our way back home we 

reflected on the well-timed respite 

from all things Coronavirus- related 

and feeling refreshed after our 

sojourn in nature. [End] 



Rascal Newsletter – May 2020 

Family Snow Quiz 

 

1. What are Snowflakes made of? 

a. They are made up of tiny 

diamonds formed in the air 

b. They are made up of crystals of 

ice that formed around bits of 

dirt in the air 

c. Snowflakes are snow that froze 

d. They are made of clumps of 

snow 

 

2. What do you call a severe 

storm? 

a. Snowzard 

b. Hefting 

c. Cold storm 

d. Blizzard 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Sleet mean? 

a. Trails in the snow from some 

creatures big feet 

b. Sleet are tiny rain particles that 

freeze on their way down from 

the sky 

c. Sleet is snow on the top of a 

mountain 

d. Sleet is another word for fog 

 

4. How many crystals can a 

snowflake contain? 

a. It can contain up to 1 million 

crystals 

b. Snowflakes are made of ice not 

crystal! 

c. It can contain up to 200 crystals 

d. It does not contain any crystal 

only cups are made of crystals 

 

5. What does a Droplet mean? 

a. A little drop 

b. Snow melting into water 

c. Dropping a bucket of snow on 

someone's head 
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6. What causes Avalanches? 

a. A large group of people went 

snowboarding and dislodged the 

snow 

b. Unstable sheets of snow broke 

off a mountain slope and raced 

downwards 

c. The snow starts to melt when it 

gets warmer 

d. Someone dug too deep in the 

snow 

 

7. How does snow occur? 

a. When water vapour in the air 

freeze before they can turn into 

water 

b. When water gets too hot 

c. When water vapour in the air 

melt before they can turn into 

water 

d. When the air is humid snow 

occurs 

 

Answers are included at the end of the 

newsletter 

 

8. How fast can Avalanches move? 

a. They don't move at all 

b. As fast as people can walk 

c. Faster than 390 km per hour 

d. Around 32 km per hour 

 

9. What causes a frost? 

a. When it rains on the ice 

b. When you feel your toes are 

freezing 

c. When the snow is very cold 

d. When the air temperature drops 

below freezing and water 

droplets freeze 

 

10. What does "vapour" mean? 

a. A liquid form of gas 

b. A dangerous snake's breath 

c. Severe storm 

d. A gaseous form of water  

Reproduced from 

https://easyscienceforkids.com/ - free 

science quizzes for kids 

https://easyscienceforkids.com/
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Lost property at the lodge
There are currently several items of 

lost property with the office manager 

that we have not been able to find an 

owner for. If unclaimed for more 

than 6 months the items will be 

donated to charity. Please have a look 

at the picture opposite and check if 

anything is yours. Email the office 

manager to make a claim, or to report 

lost property.  

• Kathmandu size medium 

waterproof jacket 

• Women’s silver thongs  

• Black pants  

• Black slip on shoe found with 

a pair of socks 

• Sunglasses (unknown brand) 

 

• Marc Vincent prescription 

glasses 

• Blue kids size prescription 

glasses 
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Key Dates Calendar 

Date Event 

Postponed  RASCAL Annual General Meeting  

Postponed RASCAL pre-season social function 

Postponed  Final allocation of winter bookings opens – see our by-laws for more 
information.  

 10 October 2020  Working bee – join in to receive $80 of accommodation vouchers 
(Pending COVID-19 restrictions) 

 23 October 2020   Committee meeting at the lodge (Pending COVID-19 restrictions) 

1 December 2020 Renewals for 2021 open 

1 December 2020 Casual bookings for 2021 open, including winter period 

31 December 2020 Last day to renew your membership for 2021 in order to receive your 
early renewal voucher for $50 

* Please note that these dates may be subject to change, final dates will be 
advertised on our website in the lead up to the event. 

 

Want more information? 

Keep an eye on our website www.rascal.asn.au for up to date information or 

contact Lee-Ann, our Office Manager, using these details 

Email: OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au 

Phone: 0499 047 077 

Mail: PO Box 7137,  KALEEN  ACT  2617 

 

Family Snow Quiz Answers 

1) b, 2) d, 3) b, 4) c, 5) a, 6) b, 7) a 8) c 9) d 10) d  

Rascal Inc 

http://www.rascal.asn.au/

