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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome everyone to the first newsletter of 
the 2019 Committee.  A big thank you to 
those who made the AGM, RASCAL is a 
community and while much of our activity is 
based around the lodge, it is always worth 
taking the opportunity to meet with other 
members in a social environment where the 
time pressures of starting outdoor activities 
are not there. 

As part of the AGM, we farewelled the old 
and welcomed the new committee.  So firstly 
to recognise the outgoing committee of: 
 Robert Rice (Treasurer)  
 Jacqui Styles (Secretary)  
 Sharen Mack (Lodge Manager)  
 Bronwyn Ferrier (Public Officer)  
 Cathie Stoffell (Committee member)  
 Tony Galvin (Committee member)  
 Peter Dunnet (Committee member) 
 Mike Law-Smith (Committee member) 
 Gail Funston (Committee member). 
I must genuinely recognise the support that I 
have received from the outgoing committee 
over the last 12 months, coming in to the 
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committee as President was a little daunting 
– and made much easier by the guidance of 
the committee.  And now to recognise the 
new committee of  
 myself (President)  
 Rachel Appleby (Vice-President)  
 Robert Rice (Treasurer)  
 Jacqui Styles (Secretary)  
 Sharen Mack (Lodge Manager)  
 Tony Galvin (committee member)  
 Mike Law-Smith (committee member) 
  Peter Dunnet (committee member)  
 Gale Funston (committee member).   

If you see any of the committee in your 
travels, I encourage you to engage with 
them.  We need to make decisions on behalf 
of the wider membership and can only do 
this with your guidance. 

I was (and still am) the “reluctant president” 
of RASCAL lodge, and for those of you 
who missed my ramblings at the AGM –  
my focus is on making sure that my  
children (currently 9 & 10 years old) have a 
RASCAL to take their children to in the  
future.  There is still a vacancy on the com-
mittee – if you are interested in the oppor-
tunity to join the committee and have input 
into the present management and future  
direction of RASCAL please feel free to 
reach out to me. My report and photos of 
the AGM are on the RASCAL website. 

Thanks to Rod Roberts and Alan Laird for 
the ongoing organisation and support of the 
Photo competition.  This year, we had 33 
photos entered, a new record for the compe-
tition.  Congratulations to Jeff Brichacek for 
taking the win this year with his photo of 
the Wind Turbines taken at Springfield 
(between Nimmitabel and Bombala.)  The 
competition is a great way for our members 
to be able to share both their adventures and 
their artistic talents with the wider RAS-
CAL membership, it was great to see so 
many amazing entries and these photos are 
on display in the lodge.   

We have successfully completed the pre-

winter working bee, in addition to the nor-
mal pre-season activities, the team managed 
to sort out the kitchen drawers, install new 
soap dispensers outside the bathrooms and 
cleaned the bedroom windows inside and 
out.  Thank you to Diana Beaver, Ian  
Beaver, Anne Robinson, Judy Webb,  
Pam Kemp, Nigel Fort, Linda Swift and 
Alan Swift for coming to help out. While 
the lodge manager and the committee will 
do out best to make sure the lodge is ready 
at all times, if you see something that  
needs attention while you are at the  
lodge, please reach out to Lee-Ann 
(officemanager@rascal.asn.au) or myself  
(president@rascal.asn.au) to make us aware 
of the issue so we can address it in a timely 
manner. 

After the threat of a warm and dry winter, 
we have had a wonderful surprise in the 
form of 60cm of snow falling across the 
NSW resorts over the last week – triggering 
an early start to the ski season.    If you 
haven’t booked your ski holiday yet, jump 
on to the website and lock it in to ensure you 
don’t miss out. 

As always – please feel free to reach out to 
me with any comments or concerns, hope to 
see a few of you in Jindabyne or at the 
snow.  

Cheers, Colin 

Our new committee (l to r) Back row: Jacqui Styles, 
Gale Funston, Tony Galvin, Peter Dunnet, Sharen 
Mack, Mike Law-Smith and Rachel Appleby (Vice 
President). Front row: Robert Rice (Treasurer), 
Colin McLean (President) 
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Christmas in July 
For our pre-season function this year RASCAL will be hosting Christmas in July 
and RASCAL trivia for our members at the Deakin Football Club.  

We will be giving away a lucky door prize of a $100 accommodation voucher for 
use at RASCAL lodge (you must be a member to be eligible for the lucky door 
prize).  

RASCAL will also provide some trays of nibbles from 5:30pm and members are en-
couraged to stay for dinner, dinner can be purchased from the bistro and taken into 
the room.  

Please let our office manager know if you plan to attend (OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au) 

 

   Date: 25th July 2019 

   Venue: The Zagreb Room   
  Canberra Deakin Football Club,  

  3 Grose Street, DEAKIN ACT 2600 

   Time: 5.30 pm 
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July and August at the lodge are the busiest months of the year,. 

Sharing the common areas of the lodge is part of the RASCAL experience. Help everyone 
feel welcome and comfortable in all areas of the lodge.   

Get to know everyone. Update the bed list in the foyer—a great memory prompt if you 
tend to forget names. You can also check the RASCAL website. Even last minute guests 
can be added to your booking, and updated during your stay.  Members can use a bed in 
your room for no extra charge however their name must be on the RASCAL website 
booking list. Some people we get to know over the years  and others might be fairly new 
members or once junior members re-joining as 
adults.  We want all members to have a long 
and happy association with our club and get-
ting to know people at the lodge is a great way 
to develop friendships. 

As always tidy up promptly in the kitchen and 
keep personal items in your kitchen draw, 
fridge shelf and your room.  

Helping with these tasks ensures a pleasant ex-
perience for all users of the lodge 

 

At the AGM members wanted to know how many members RASCAL has. If you 
have any questions for the next newsletter email the Office Manager. 

RASCALs has 345 current members of which  

 266 are full adult members 

 67 are full junior members 

 9 are adult summer members and  

 3 are junior summer members 

 9 memberships are deferred while overseas 

 An additional 42 people are yet to pay their 2019 fees and their membership 
has lapsed.   

Sharing The Lodge 

Rascal Membership Stats 

Sharing helps to make Rascal a great club! 
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First Prize winner: Jeff Brichacek’s Wind Turbines is a landscape featuring a snow 
blown landscape with a prominent wire fence and wind turbines in the background. It was 
taken at Springfield, between Nimmitabel and Bombala. The fence post draws the viewer 
to the centre of the scene and the fence provides depth and distance to the composition. 
The judges thought that this image presented a strong, clear, simple statement of almost 
monotone bleak cold with a nice juxtaposition between the old fence and modern power 
producing wind turbines.  

Rascal Photo Competition 
The second annual RASCAL photo  
competition was announced at the AGM. 
Congratulations to Jeff Brichacek on his 
winning photo Wind Turbines, to equal sec-
ond prize winners Gabe Bloxam and  
Alexander Calder and to honourable  
mentions Matthew Dunnet, Noel Ward, 
Warwick Sawyers and Phillippa Larkin. 

The photo competition encourages member 
participation in Club activities and helps 
foster year round enjoyment of the moun-
tains with family and friends. 

Members can submit up to two images and 
these are submitted to three judges who are 
independent of the Club and who have a 

We were lucky enough to secure the ser-
vices of Wiliam Crawshaw, Laurie Westcott 
and Rob Wignell. We thank the judges for 
giving their time and expertise. William and 
Rob were also judges last year. Each judge 
has an excellent reputation of quality pho-
tography.  

We had a record 33 entries this year! 
Thanks to all who entered. While an image 
might look impressive, the three judges con-
sidered each photograph on the basis of ar-
tistic merit, visual impact and technical as-
pects with each criterion given equal 
weighting. Seven images were shortlisted: a 
winning entry, two equal second and four 
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Equal second prize 

Gabe Bloxham’s Perfect weather at Creel Bay, Lake Jindabyne. (left) 

Creel Bay 2018 is a landscape featuring a reflected foreshore on Lake Jindabyne. This im-
age is visually arresting because of its strong colours and the horizontal and vertical sym-
metry.  

Alexander Calder’s Early morning mist on the lake. (right)  

Early morning mist is a landscape featuring mist rising off Lake Jindabyne with early 
morning sunlight. This image captures a strong atmosphere with the mist swirling on the 
lake and the light filtering through the trees. The fishing boat adds an important sense of 
balance and perspective to the image.  

Honourable mentions (left to right) Matthew Dunnet, Noel Ward, Warwick Sawyers and 
Phillippa Larkin. 

Next year’s topic is: 

Reflections off a small stream in the Snowy Mountains 

Keep this in mind when you next come across a small stream glistening in the sun or a rip-
pling reflection of riparian grasses. Send your entries to PhotoCompetition@rascal.asn.au.  
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By Marg and Barb 

This year’s participants: 

Lynne Bentley; Pennie Briese, Barbara 
Dawson, Lynne Day, Kel Eckersley, Kate 
Elford, Jenny Morris,  Kathy Powell, Judy 
Roberts, Sharon Schulz and Marg Sharp. 

 

Over dinner on Friday night, the weather 
forecast, the fitness aspirations and options 
for the walk the following day were bandied 
about the group. To go high or not, to blow 
away the cobwebs or not, to see the old ski 
lift ruins near Mt Stillwell with Pennie vol-
unteering to lead…or not? We went to bed 
contemplating our own crystal ball for 
“What do I really want to do…or not?!!” 

 

The Summit Group 

On Saturday, 10 
minutes prior to  
departure, a small 
breakaway group 
decided to sum-
mit.  The group of 
6 (Lynne D, Pen-
nie, Marg, Kate, 
Kel and Jenny) 
decided that with 
the assistance of 
the Thredbo chair
-lift both up and 
down, we could easily get to the top of Mt 
Kosciuszko and walk along the metal path-
way, irrespective of the weather.  It seemed 
a shame to be ‘in the mountains’ and not get 
to be IN them!  It was firstly time to have a 
hot chocolate at top station and really pon-

der the collective wisdom of 6 Femmes put-
ting on all manner of layers, beanies, 
goretex jackets and the like (even long 
johns, neck warmers and gloves for those 
from QLD). Eventually we walked into the 
mist knowing it would do wonders for elim-
inating the etched lines from decades of 
life’s experiences.  Perhaps this reality was 
more due to the fact we’d covered most of 
them up rather than the rejuvenating quality 
of the misty moisture cloaking the land-
scape. 

The fog rolled in and out but the fearless 
Femmes just rolled on! (AFTER a hot choc-
olate!). And here we are summiting.  
Femmes at the Summit! 

Lunch was in a sheltered spot below the 
summit and prior to Rawson’s Pass – where 
upon, a wormhole momentarily appeared 

Another Great Hike de Femme in 2019 
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with a tease of blue sky and, my gosh, a 
vista! Stunningly beautiful and atmospheric.  
Then the wormhole closed over. 

Wait for it!. Here is the wormhole coming 
and going!  

A view of Lake Cootapatamba before  
returning by the mesh to the top of the 
chairlift at Thredbo. We returned to the 
chairlift in good time, well in advance of 
4.15pm final call for descent, into a much 
milder microclimate of ‘relative’ warmth. 
There was a mountain bike challenge that 
day and we watched the dare devil antics of 
nimble youths from above.  

The Lowland Group 

The Lowland group – otherwise known as 
‘The Famous Five’, had ventured along 
their forest track around the Eastern aspect 
of Lake Jindabyne (shared by cyclists). 
Skirting the Lake, with its tantalisingly 
beautiful glimpses of the water, its boats and 
its inlets, the Femmes agreed that they ‘must 
get to the end of the walk first’ before stop-
ping for lunch. Assiduously, they followed 
the instructions posted on pillars along the 
way: the signs commanded, ‘SLOW’. Sha-
ron’s comment was, ‘If I go any slower, I’ll 
walk backwards!’  

Then retracing their steps, they happily  
descended to the beach at Mill Creek Inlet – 
Lunch-on-the-BEACH – surely a first for 
the Hike de Femmes. While not experienc-
ing the ups and downs of the Femmes' usual 
walking terrain (Sharon’s short ‘down’  
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excepted: see below), these stalwart Low-
landers nevertheless clocked up 15 km: 
Kathy Powell’s pedometer confirmed it 
(although it may have included their stop at 
the Jindabyne Visitors’ Centre cafe to re-
plenish their fortitude and fortify their spir-
its!).  

However, there’s more to this story than ini-
tially meets the eye of any passing cyclist or 
fellow Femmes. Apparently, Sharon silently 
twisted her right ankle and being of stoic 
stock, “suffer in silence” must have been 
her personal mantra –she completed the 
15km walk, enjoyed tea and pre-dinner 
drinks on the Rascal deck…until around 
7pm. Stoicism abounded with Sharon suc-
cumbing to an iced water bath (in a buck-
et),. Later she slithered down the stairs and 
those of us upstairs benefited from frequent 
updates, such as, “She says the pain is 
worse than childbirth” (OMG – oh, oh!); 
then “They’ve called her husband”, then 
“Now, they’ve called for an ambulance”…
Uh oh! A MAN in the lodge – forbidden 
territory for a trespasser, followed by male 
ambos. Dear me, the evening became more 
and more dramatic as muffled cries for help 
could be faintly heard upstairs. NOW 
THERE is a “unique contribution to the 
Hike de Femme weekend” Sharon was to 
ABSOLUTELY be the 2019 recipient of the 

Royal Order of The Boot 
(hopefully, not posthu-
mously!!) Until that point, 
Kel Eckersley had been 
the main, unrivalled con-
tender for the award – she 
had (somewhat embar-
rassedly) arrived for the 
walk with 2 different  
hiking shoes – luckily 
both hers and one right 
and one left!!! 

 

Sunday morning walk  

Eleven down to ten Femmes by 10pm, then 
by Sunday morning we saw an early exodus 
leaving a mere 4 Femmes. We had a most 
delightful stroll up to Porcupine Rocks from 
Perisher in beautiful autumnal weather and 
sunshine – basking like lounge lizards en-
joying our lunches. Even Lynne Day 
warmed up enough to unzip the lower part 
of her trousers (VERY risqué – and expos-
ing her long john clad calves!!)  
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Rascal Working Bee Information 
Come and join the Rascal Community by assisting with one of our working bees.  You 
can earn accommodation vouchers to use when making your next booking at the Lodge, 
meet other members and catch up with old friends! 

The last working bee for 2019 is on 12 October 2019 

Book online now! 
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