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... summer, autumn, winter, spring ... summer, autumn, winter, spring … summer, autumn, winter, spring ... 

... skiing, snowboarding, hiking, bike riding, sailing, photography, fishing, relaxing, golf, swimming ...  
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 FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As I write this first presidents message 
(for me), I hear outside the window the 
sound of wintery winds bearing down on 
Canberra and the teasing promise of 
snow on its breath… And so after a very 
mild autumn, one that has had many a 
skier a little concerned, it seems those big 
southern ocean lows are starting to line-
up and will sometime soon bring the 
snowfalls many in the club are hoping 
for.   If lodge booking are a predictor of 
this winter’s snowfalls it seems those 
fronts will deliver a few good “dumps”, as 
bookings certainly look strong this year! 

The recent AGM saw a degree of change 
in the membership of the committee, with 
some long standing contributors stepping 
down to allow others to contribute to the 
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operation of the club. I pass on my 
thanks to the outgoing committee 
members, acknowledging their commit-
ment to the efficient and diligent run-
n ing  o f  the  c lub ,  they are :               

Ann Landrigan, 
Colin Marshall,  
John Van Leeuwen, 
Martin Hine and 
Merril Markham. 
Particular thanks to 
Merril for her work 
as Secretary, she 

has indeed set a benchmark with her 
meeting minutes! I must also 
acknowledge Jack for his 3 years as 
president and thank him for his early 
leadership and decisiveness around the 
lodge refurbishment – we would not be 
where we are now with it. I am also 
greatly relieved that Jack has agreed to 
remain on the committee to act as our 
Public Officer. 

I welcome the 
new committee 
members: Alain 
Laird, Rod Rob-
erts, Gale Fun-
ston and Peter Dunnet. Both Alan and 
Rod are returning to the committee 
having been on it before – Alan as 
President and Rod as Lodge Manager. 
While Alan and Rod’s previous experi-
ence will be invaluable both Gale and 
Peter bring plenty of capability and new 
a perspective which together means we 
have a group I look forward to work 
with over the coming year. 

Lodge Interior Refresh 

As those who have visited the lodge re-
cently will have seen, good progress 

has been made with conversion of the 
former games room into a new family 
sized bed room – Room 1. When I was 
last at the lodge the room was starting 
to look good, with all of the duct work 
from the old heater removed and neatly 
covered and painting started. Owing to 
some disappointing issues with the sup-
ply of the new flooring the room will re-
tain the existing carpet for the coming 
winter. Following winter, when usage 
drops we are planning to fit the new 
flooring then. 

Linda and Alan Swift 
must be acknowl-
edged for the tre-
mendous contribu-
tion they have made 
to the conversion, 
putting in many hours planning, organ-
ising trades and making multiple trips to 
the lodge for painting and management 
of the various tradies. Other significant 
contributors include Merril Markham for 
her involvement in the planning and or-
ganisation of trades and also Jack Cor-
nell for arranging the new flooring and 
offering he and his son’s services to in-
stall it. I offer my thanks to them on 
behalf of all club members for their ef-

forts to date. 

As always the 
committee wel-
comes con-
structive feed-
back on the op-
eration of the 
club and lodge, 
particularly the 
refurbishments 

(as evidenced by adjustments to Room 
2’s configuration). 
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Rascal Inc would like to give a warm to welcome the following new members:   
Philippa Larkin, Bernadette Murphy, Hugh Larkin, Sally Dixon, Lauren Dixon,   
Grace Dixon, Mary Nourse, Juan Gonzalez, Eva Gonzalez, Nicolas Gonzalez,       
Helen Ferguson, Lucinda Ferguson and Abigail Ferguson. 

I hope to see you at the lodge and or on the slope, whether in the resorts, out on 
the XC tracks or touring among the snow gums over the coming winter. 

Noel Ward - President 

Rascal Invites it’s members and guests along to our Annual Club Func�on for 2016 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

In the 1950s an American journalist described the landscape of Antarc�ca as something 
“so alien that a completely specialized vocabulary is needed to describe it”. 

Writer Bernade�e Hince took up the challenge of pu�ng 
these words into a book, the  Dic�onary of Antarc�c English. 
In the 11 years it took her to write it, she discovered that 
Antarc�ca is a place full of stories. She will describe how she 
looked for words in Antarc�ca, and will also talk about two 
of the adventurers whose stories she worked on. One is the 
geologist Frank S�llwell, a member of Douglas Mawson's 
Australasian Antarc�c Expedi�on in 1911-13.  

The other is John Bechervaise, who went to Heard Island in 
the 1950s.  

Heard Island is a snow and ice-covered volcanic island in the 
Southern Ocean, with one of the worst climates in the 
world. Bechervaise wanted to make the first ascent of its 
9000-foot (2750 metre) peak.  

Details for the Event: 

Guest Speaker:  Bernade�e Hince 

Venue:  Southern Cross Club, Corner of Catchpole and Bowman Street , JAMISON ACT 

Date:  Sunday, 19 June 2016  Time:  3 pm to 5 pm 

RSVP: by Friday 17 June 2016, to OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au 

*Please provide details of your guests to assist with numbers for catering 

Annual Club Function 2016 



  

5 

Rascal Inc ~ Newsletter June 2016 

 

A LOGIC PUZZLE 

This is a very, very simple ques�on. It will take you no 
�me at all.  But on a recent puzzle web page more than 72 
per cent of respondents chose the wrong answer!  

Jack is looking at Anne, but Anne is looking at George. Jack 
is married, but George is not. Is a married person looking 
at an unmarried person? 

A:  Yes 

B: No 

C:  Cannot be determined 

D:  Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaagggggggghhhhhhhh!!!!!!!! 
 

Answer on page 7 

WORKING BEE INFORMATION: 

Come and join the Rascal Community by assisting with one of our working bees. You can 
earn yourself  accommodation vouchers to use when making your next booking!  

Final date for a working bees for 2016 

22 October 2016 - Post Winter 

Book online now to ensure that you secure 
your accommodation. 

FOR SALE: Rascal Members only 

As we are gradually updating and refurbishing the lodge, there are certain items we come 
across that are too good to throw out or we aren’t able to recycle or repurpose them. Our 
‘pre-loved’ oil heaters are one of these such items. In order to give back to the lodge the 

committee have decided to offer their sale to members for $50 each. 

Here is the deal: 

 The heaters are in great condition but not tagged and tested 

 Email your interest to: OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au 

 First in best dressed  - Pick up only (from Mawson ACT) 

 Payment details will be provided upon confirmation of sale 
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Just around the corner 

Discovering what’s ‘just around the next corner’ has been a life-long passion for Dr. 
N.A. “Nobby” Elvin, one of the founding supporters of RASCAL.  Tramping through 
wilderness on grand adventures, relishing the solitude and physical challenges, 
has been constant since his childhood in northern England, where his stories of 
walking Welsh mountains and Scottish highlands as a young doctor resonate in his 
family to this day. 

Nobby, with his 
wife Betty and their 
young family mi-
grated to Australia 
in 1959 to take up 
a post as Medical 
Superintendent of 
Mooroopna Base 
Hospital, Victoria. 
Arriving in Mel-
bourne in a Janu-
ary heat-wave, the 
3 hour drive 
through a dry, 
brown, vast land-
scape, was con-
fronting, memora-
ble and exciting – 
here was indeed a new world to explore. And explore it they did! 

In the mid 1960’s, Nobby moved to Canberra with his family to work as the Medical 
Superintendent of the Canberra Hospital in Acton. With close proximity to Koscius-
ko National Park and its’ rudimentary skiing fields, Nobby indulged his love of ski-
ing, especially long-distance cross-country skiing. Accompanied by friends and 
family, weeklong ski tours of the High Country in winter, and summer bushwalks, 
were an annual feature of his life.  

When some young resident doctors, nurses and ancillary staff at Canberra Hospital 
began to dream of a club close to the ski-fields where they could go for skiing, 
bushwalking, and fishing holidays, he actively encouraged them. Building blocks 
became available on the shores of the new Lake Jindabyne, and the RASCAL 
founders purchased a block, settled on a design, engaged a builder, and helped to 
dig the first foundations. 

Since then, Nobby has worked in a number of hospitals - as the first Superinten-
dent of the fledgling Woden Valley Hospital; as Superintendent at Darwin Hospital, 

Historical Article 
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Just around the corner , continued…. 

Royal Adelaide Hospital, and the hospitals of the NSW Far South Coast. Wherever 
he worked, he explored any nearby wilderness where he could walk, camp, kayak 
or ski, often with his wife and one or more of his five children. Day’s end was never 
complete without seeing what was just around the next corner.  

At the age of 84 he walked to Four Mile Hut from Mt Selwyn and back with alacrity, 
and now in his late 80’s he continues to engage in a daily 5km stroll through bush-
land and parkland in inner Canberra. His life-long passion for actively exploring the 
world around him, and encouraging others to do the same, remains undimmed.  

Article by: Alison Elvin 

A Logic Puzzle - Answer 

Why is this ques�on so tricky? It is because it appears to give you insufficient informa�on. Anne’s marital 
status is not known, nor can it be determined, and so you make the inference that the ques�on posed 
cannot be determined. 

In fact, Anne’s marital status is irrelevant to the answer. If she is married, then a married person is look-
ing at an unmarried person (Anne is looking at George), and if she isn’t, a married person is looking at an 
unmarried person (Jack is looking at Anne). 

I hope you enjoyed it! 

Progress on Room 1 Refurbishment: 

There has been quite a lot of work being carried out in preparation for the use of Room 1 
getting it ready for the winter period. (Previously referred to as the ‘games room’). 

The walls have been painted, the furniture is in place with lamps, side tables, drawers and 
towel rails installed. Over the next few weeks we will see the completion of electrical work 
for lighting and heating. A few minor finishing touches such as blinds and bedding then 
final sign off for use and we are up and running! (Carpet replacement will happen closer to 
the end of the year due to issues with the supplier of our flooring). 

If you get the opportunity use the room over the next few months we encourage you to pro-
vide us with feedback to allow us to tweak any modifications, as we have done with chang-
es to the Room 2. (Please provide feedback to: OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au.  

Many thanks to everyone for their effort on design and all the hard work that has been car-
ried out to get things ready for use! 
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