Autumn 2000

Hey good lookin’ - I’d
rather go mattress testing
with you than Mike any

Some of the 2000 Committee – from left to right (seated) Angela Wydeveld (Lodge Manager), Richard Emerton (President), Anne Robinson (Member) - from left to right (standing) Keith McCulloch (Assistant Secretary), Jack Cornell (Member), Marg Sharp (Member), Alan Laird (Treasurer), John Kennard (Public Officer).
Not caught in the picture – Ian McNeill (Vice-President) and Monty Fox (Secretary).
Photo: Mike Vale
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8 Sturgess Place, Weston ACT (from 28/4 to 23/6)
http://www.rascal.asn.au
mvale@ozemail.com.au (until 27/4 and after 24/6)
angela.wydeveld@dcita.gov.au (from 28/4 to 23/6)
Editor: Richard Emerton (6286-5134)
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ALL TELEPHONE
INQUIRIES AND
ACCOMMODATION
BOOKINGS

President’s Report
Richard Emerton
You will see elsewhere in this
Newsletter the copies of the reports
which were presented at the AGM.
They paint a very positive picture for
the future of Rascal.

Mike Vale - 6255-3411
Leave messages on the answerphone
when number unattended - please
include BH and AH contact numbers

MAIL ADDRESS
PO Box 99, Curtin, ACT, 2605

KEY PICKUP ADDRESS
SEE FRONT AND BACK PAGES

INTERNET ADDRESS
http://www.rascal.asn.au

2000/2001 COMMITTEE
(ONLY ring between 7pm and 8pm weeknights, please)

President
Richard Emerton

6286-5134

Vice-President
Ian McNeill

6288-4303

Secretary
Monty Fox

6288-3153

Assistant Secretary
Keith McCulloch

6251-0809

Treasurer
Alan Laird

6288-4708

Public Officer
John Kennard

6281-3435

Lodge Manager
Angela Wydeveld

6288-8949

Committee Members
Jack Cornell
Anne Robinson
Marg Sharp

6262-8295
6257-4297
6288-4708

RASCAL LODGE
7 Banjo Paterson Crescent
Jindabyne NSW 2627
Ph: (02) 6456-2169
2001 Winter Lodge Caretakers:
Yet to be appointed.

T

he attendance at the
recent AGM at the Southern Cross
Yacht Club was most satisfying,
particularly compared with last year
when we had a very poor turn-out. No
troubles passing the minimum of 15 for
a quorum this time. My thanks to
everyone who attended.
The evening was great! Long on
socialising and short on business. The
meal was particularly well attended
though I must admit I had my
reservations about whether members
would be interested at first. The meal
provided a great communal atmosphere
to the event - which is an important
element of Rascal.
The wine tasting/buying after the AGM
was also a great addition. It will help
the concept of gently establishing a
'presence' in the community where our
name crops up occasionally and elicits
questions about who we are and how to
join. Rascal - labelled wine at a dinner
party is one way to do that - so let's see
those order forms come flooding in.
The AGM evening was a successful
experiment which could well be
repeated next year. John Kennard and
Angela Wydeveld did a great job
organising the event. Any feed back
and/or suggestions from members is
welcome.

Also as a result of the good attendance
we were eventually able to fill all of the
Committee positions with a couple of
vacancies being filled by volunteers
who were co-opted after the formal
elections - many thanks. You will see at
left details of the new Committee – I
am pleased to have been re-elected for
a fifth term as President. It is my
intention to step down at the AGM in
2001 and not seek re-election hopefully to do some serious overseas
travelling.
If you haven’t been up to the Lodge
lately – make a booking and get up
there – all of the changes, particularly
the new deck and the kitchen look
great, and make the Lodge an attractive
place to stay. The members of the
Building Sub-Committee - Alan, Doug,
Ian, John and Mike have all done a
great job ably assisted by Marg Sharp.
Also, don’t just make a note in your
diaries/calendars (paper and electronic)
of two forthcoming activities – be
there. The June long weekend is the
date for the next work party at the
Lodge, with Sunday 11th June the date
for the pre-season barbecue, also at the
Lodge. The work parties help to foster
a communal atmosphere and contribute
to a feeling of belonging to the Club
and a sense of ownership and loyalty.
After what we hope will be a bumper
winter season for the ski fields, on
October 28th and 29th we will be
celebrating Rascal's 30th year at the
Lodge in Jindabyne - keep a look-out
for more details. Enjoy the year and
make the best use of your RASCAL
membership.
Richard Emerton

Important Bits (ie – if you don’t do anything else with
this newsletter, please read this page) – Mike Vale
30 Anniversary
Celebrations
28/29 October
th

R

esponse to this special
event is shaping up very well but there
will be plenty of room for all those who
want to participate. Please contact Angela Wydeveld on the RASCAL phone
as soon as possible – this is to allow
adequate catering and accommodation
arrangements to be made.
The celebrations are to be held at the
Lodge on the weekend of 28/29 October. Adjacent Lodges are providing
overflow accommodation but the centre
of activities will be RASCAL Lodge.
The main activities will be on Saturday
(28th) with a band and spitroast. Other
activities and entertainments are being
planned – more details closer to the
time.
Tony Booth has provided a wonderful
article that charts the early history of
the Club and has provided a collection
of photos of the Lodge before and during construction. The article and photos will form the centrepiece of a special souvenir edition of this newsletter,
and will be on display at the Lodge.

Deck Furniture
Security
Arrangements

A

s some of you will already
know, our new deck now boasts 3 new
outdoor settings – large rectangular tables and 6 chairs (one setting had a dud
chair which has been returned for replacement so don’t panic if you find

one setting short.
Because the new deck is directly accessible from ground level, security
is now a consideration. The Committee considered many options for
securing the furniture from theft and
finally decided on 3 plastic coated
stainless-steel-wire cables with eyes
at each to take a padlock.
If you are the last to leave the Lodge,
please endure that you secure the furniture by threading the cables
through the table and chairs and padlocking the ends together. The key
to the padlocks is on the ring with
the sliding patio door key that is normally kept on a hook next to the sliding patio door. The one key opens
all of the padlocks.

T

AGM

he AGM on 11 April
at the Southern Cross Yacht Club
was particularly well attended. 34
people (mostly members but including a few friends) came to the premeeting dinner and just on 40 made
it to the meeting proper.
Reports presented to the meeting
form a supplement to this newsletter.
A copy of the dinner menu is also
included to whet the appetities of
those that missed out on a great
night. The steak I had was just about
perfect.

Wine Tasting
and Sales

T

he winetasting after
the AGM was a nice way to round
out the evening. Almost all the tasters found at least one wine to their

liking, and orders poured in on the
night (so to speak).
Orders for wine are still being taken –
an order form is included in this
newsletter. It’s worth taking a punt
even without having tasted the wines
just to get the unique commemorative
labels which are stunning – full colour
in the style of our internet home page.
I’m a red drinker (gout permitting)
and can’t comment on the whites –
but the Malcolm Creek Cabernet is a
nice robust wine that will improve
with bottle age. The Hardy’s Shiraz
is a much lighter style that probably
doesn’t have the legs to develop much
more character in the bottle. Best
drunk now or reasonably soon.
If you are interested, please fill in the
attached order form and fax to the rascal number with credit card details as
soon as possible. Orders will be
placed in the week commencing 1
May so get your skates on. Late orders may or may not be able to be
processed – it depends on the wine
merchant.
And remember – the club is not making any profit on these sales – all savings due to our bulk buying power are
passed on to you the members.

Working Bee
11-12 March

W

e had a full complement of members and friends for this
first working bee in some time.
Thanks to:
☺ Angela Wydeveld
☺ Richard & Jenny Emerton
☺ Alan Laird & Marg Sharp
☺ Allen & Judi Lilley
(Continued on page 10)

2000 Hike des Femmes Report – Lynne Bentley
weighed 102 kgs. Judy is a fast
learner, and this year's kit contained
eight bandaids.

E

ight femmes set off from
the Rascal Lodge on the morning of
Saturday 8 April for the annual "Hike
de Femme". Participants this year were
Colleen Fox, Judy Roberts, Judi Lilley,
Margaret Sharp, Elizabeth
Owen,
Lynne Bentley, Angela Wydeveld and
Julie Pettit. We had decided the night
before over a glass or two of the good
stuff to do the walk to Constance's Hut,
described by Ian McNeill in the Rascals newsletter of Spring 99.
Constance's Hut is on the banks of the
Burrungubugge River, a tributary of the
Snowy River north of Island Bend.
The weather was perfect - still and
sunny and not a cloud in the sky. We
drove to Snowy Adit, crossed the
bridge over the Snowy River and
parked. We then started to walk. We
were well equipped - Gucci clothing
for all weathers, matching backpacks,
smoked-salmon bagels from Nugget's,
and four compasses, a map and one
Rascals Newsletter, Spring 99 edition.
No-one could actually read the compasses or the map but they added to the
effect. We intended to rely on the old
explorers' dictum that "North is in
front". South is behind of course, and
East and West are somewhere out the
side.
Judy Roberts has traditionally carried
the first aid kit on all our hikes. Last
year's contained equipment to treat
shark bite and cholera and perform
open-heart surgery if required, and it

After following the path for a steep 2
km ascent, we descended to the valley floor, crossed the Burrungubugge
River over a small wooden bridge
and then turned left to follow the riverbank along a heavily overgrown
two-wheeled track for about 5kms.
In his article, Ian McNeill had mentioned "evidence of revegetation"
along the track, which nine years ago
was the access track for hut-building
equipment, but now this "evidence"
was up to our armpits in places and
Julie Pettit disappeared from view
altogether several times.
Just as we were beginning to feel
completely burrungubuggered we
came to a clearing and there were the
remains of Constance's Hut and its
new replacement, nestled near the
river bank in the middle of an open
grassy meadow. The original Constance's Hut was built by Jim Constance in the 1930s to provide him
and his stockmen with shelter when
they brought the cattle to graze in the
sheltered pastures in summer. Unfortunately, the original hut was destroyed by fire in 1984 and all that
remains is the stone fireplace. In
1989 a replacement hut was built
nearby using timber slabs to resemble the original.
We signed the book and took photos,
then ate our lunch on the river bank.
We discussed bagels and fly-fishing,
and then had a snooze under a gum
tree. We didn't hang around too long
because, while we had an inflatable
cappuccino machine with us, the
froth was very poor at that altitude
and we were getting anxious. So we
retraced our steps towards civilisation.
We think we planned another expedition that night over dinner at Il Lago.
We vaguely remembered that someone suggested Porcupine Rocks track
at Perisher as a suitably gentle destination for a Sunday. Marg Sharp
and Elizabeth Owen, who had

thought our earlier perambulations as
more of a "doddle-de-femme" than a
hike, were still feeling energetic and
keen to take on something a little
more challenging so they headed off
early to The Sentinel on the Main
Range. The rest of us rolled up to
Perisher about midday and had our
lunch perched on one of the Porcupine rocks, where it was a clear day
and we could see forever. Judy Roberts and Angela Wydeveld gave us a
compass-cum-map reading class, and
after that we could all easily identify
the summit of Kosciuszko, way over
there, north of Bateman's Bay.
Then it was back to the Lodge to
clean up and greet the Main Range
walkers, who had been prevented
from reaching The Sentinel by lowlying cloud, but they had had an enjoyable walk nevertheless. We presented Judy Roberts with the inaugural Order of the Boot (awarded to the
Rascal femme who embarrasses the
rest of us the most) and then returned
to Canberra - and to an acute case of
Mondayitis.
— —— —

Wanted –
Board Games

O

ur new Lodge Manager – Angela Wydeveld – is on the
lookout for surplus board games to
provide some distraction for people
staying at the Lodge.
We have a new cupboard in the alcove off the lounge room that would
be ideal to stors games. If you have
anything suitable please contactr Angela.

The intrepid 2000 Hike des Femmes participants en route.

From the 2000 Hike des Femmes – Constance’s Hut (above) – the objective of the Saturday walk (above) and the view from
Porcupine rocks (below) - a leisurely stroll out of Perisher.
Photos: Lynne Bentley

Letters to the Editor/Office Manager
The following letter was received in
response to Angela Wydeveld’s article
in the last newsletter asking for Junior
Members to suggest uses for the
“games room“. We welcome further
contributions on this subject from
Junior and adult members.

D

ear Editor

Proposal for enhancing the use and
enjoyment for the games room
I think that having some sort of game
or activity down in the currently
unused room would be something kids/
teens would enjoy. Here are a few
suggestions and the pros and cons
involved, in order of priority:
1. A pool table. This idea might not
be appropriate as it would possibly
require more space (bear in mind
that you would need about 1.5
metres on each side, for room to
take each shot.) Age of the users
may also need to be restricted as
ripping the felt can prove an
expensive accident.
2. An air hockey table. One problem
might be the noise of the clicking of
the puck as it richochets off the
sides of the table. These could be
bought from the manufacturers that
provide commercial games for
Time-zone, Intencity and Metro.
3. A skiing or snowboarding video
simulation machine. This would
get a lot of support from people
ages 6-18. This could be claimed to
impact the atmosphere of the
Lodge.
Many Thanks
Julian Kennard

D

— —— —

ear Richard

Last weekend my family and I and
some friends stayed at RASCAL
Lodge.
I had not been there for over 4 years
and I would like to say I was very
impressed with all the renovations
that have taken place since then
The new deck was lovely and a lot of
thought had gone into the kitchen
area.
Thank you and the Committee for
making the Lodge so enjoyable to
visit.
Sincerely
Diana beaver

— —— —

D

ear Mike

We all enjoyed the weekend at the
Lodge so I thought that I would give
you a short report and feedback.
Several people commented on how
good the kitchen is. You have heard
this before but you also have to bear
in mind that they had not seen the
old one. I must say that it was very
well thought out; it eliminates all of
the old problems and creates more
space.
There was also a lot of praise for the
deck and with the fine weather on
Friday night, it and the views from it
were well appreciated.
The new outdoor settings also got a
lot of praise with some asking where
they came from as the seats were
more comfortable that the average
outdoor setting ones.
They expressed pleasure at finding
the place nice and clean and as a
consequence all pulled together to do
their bit to make it equally as clean
on departure. You also have one or

two couples
membership.

interested

in

Len Taylor

D

— —— —

ear Mike

Just a few words to let you know that
I and my guests had a great time at
the lodge last weekend.
The deck is brilliant and we made
good use of it. Last year’s guests
praised it's practicality.
Even though there was evidence of
builder’s traffic, the lodge was in neat
and tidy condition. Carpets appeared
to be shampooed as furniture was
stacked on tables.
I gave the lower area under the deck a
good watering, but we received a
good shower on the Saturday as well.
The stainless steel hood above the
hotplates was fairly greasy and dirty. I
gave it a good clean but perhaps we
need to put up a sign requesting lodge
users to give it a wipe over when
cleaning up. The white toaster was
left in very poor condition. I had a go
at cleaning it but I think the stains that
are left on won’t come off.
Angelo Varelos
— —— —
(Editor’s note: Len and Angelo’s
letters include detailed observations
re maintenance items. These have
been forwarded to the Committee for
action but have not been included her
for the sake of brevity..

Robin Kennard (right) and … did a fantastic job of assembling and staining the new deck furniture.
Photo: Richard Emerton

Alan Laird (left) and John Kennard grab a drink during the day’s hectic proceedings.
Photo: Richard Emerton

Alan Laird (left) and Allen Lilley, together with Richard Emerton, spent most of the day putting together what the catalogue
claims to be a “simple-for-the-average-home-handiman-to-erect” garden shed. The operation took the best part of the day, involved lots of head scratching and think breaks and created more than a passing stir of interest from all those watching (read between the lines here). I’m happy to report that all three constructors are still friends.
Photo: Richard Emerton
(Important Bits - continued from page 3)

☺ Russell & Katherine Korsch
☺ John & Robin Kennard & …
☺ George Kriz and Marjorie Todd and
Georgia Kriz
☺ Monty Fox and Geoffrey Ross
☺ Mike Vale & Trish Carroll
My memory of the weekend is starting
to dim, so my apologies if I missed
anyone out.
Activities completed included:
– erecting the new garden shed
– oiling the deck timbers
– assembling and oiling the new deck
furniture
– comprehensive cleaning
– Cotoneaster removal.

Next Working
Bee & pre
season BBQ
10-11June

T

here will be another
working bee at the Lodge on the
opening weekend of the snow season
– the weekend of 10/11 June.
The main activites will be:
– to patch the external corner of the
caretaker’s bedroom which is letting in water, and painting the inside of that room
– install snowboard racks in the

foyer
We have traditionally had a preseason BBQ in May to mark the start
of the new ski season and to introduce
members to the caretaker.
This year the BBQ will be combined
with the June working bee at the
Lodge.
Please phone Angela for more details
or to book places for that weekend.
As you can see, the last working bee
was very well attended so please get
in early. Remember that at working
bees, accommodation is free, a petrol
allowance is paid and lunch and dinner are provided..

A great rollup to this year’s AGM with 34 people attending the dinner and over 40 at the meeting. The after meeting winetasting was a great way to round off the evening.
Photos: Mike Vale

Membership Matters - Mike Vale
☺ Vanessa Crawford
☺ Martin Harvey
☺ Nicholas Mench

WELCOME TO OUR NEW
MEMBERS

A

very warm RASCAL
welcome to the following new
Members.
☺ Mick Cornwell
and to the following Junior members
who have upgraded to Full
membership:
☺
☺
☺
☺

Robert Armour
Samuel Bentley
Adam Cameron
Kevin Cornell

Farewell also to the
following members who
have resigned:
Roger and Catriona Howard
Geoff and Lynette McGuinness
Gary Fynmore

And finally – a reminder to
the following members
whose membership
renewals for 2000 had not
been received by 21 April
2000, and whose
memberships are now
suspended
Susie Black
Cameron Castles
Andrew Dawson
Tim Dunnet
Peter Dunnet

Xenie Federoff
Timothy Fox
David Fox
Phillip Greenhalgh
Nicholas Hain
John Hawley
Michelle Hawley
Samantha Hawley
David Hawley
Christopher Hogan
Ann Howarth
Braven Howarth
Phillip Huntley
Lucas Huntley
Duncan Ironside
Carole Lee
Andrew Lee
John Saboisky
Margaret Saboisky
Mark Sayers
Andrew Smith
Susan Smith
— —— —

Mike Vale will be absent on leave from 28 April until 23 June 2000.
During this period:
1.
2.
3.
4.

bookings will be taken by Angela Wydeveld.
the key pickup location will temporarily move to 8 Sturgess Place, Weston.
the e-mail address will change to angela.wydeveld@dcita.gov.au
vacancies details on the Internet will NOT be updated – please call Angela for
information.
The Rascal phone number and post box will NOT change.

