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Advance warning – keep free the weekend of 28/29 October – major celebrations planned at the Lodge. 



W elcome to the Year 
2000 and I hope it is a happy new year 
for all of us. 
 
Well it has finally happened - we have 
been planning it for what seems ages, 
we have been telling you about it as 
often as we could, and when it arrived 
it didn't take long - the new deck of 
course!  
 
You can read lots more about it in this 
Newsletter and the rave reviews we 
have had so far.  It certainly looks 
good, and feels good!  It definitely adds 
to the overall amenities provided in the 
Lodge, and hopefully will prove to be 
attractive to our members, current and 
potential, and as an incentive for more 
Lodge use.   
 
Congratulations to all those involved in 
its construction, particularly the 
members of the Building Sub-
committee, whose enthusiasm has been 
well rewarded.  We started last year 
with a new kitchen and ended it with a 
new deck.  We have also continued to 
make other fixes and improvements to 
maintain the Lodge as an attractive 
place to stay - we intend to keep it that 
way. 
 
By now you should have received your 
membership renewal letters for 2000.  I 
hope you got them back before the end 

of January with your payments so that 
you received your free accommodation 
bonuses. 
 
Also in that letter, I made mention that 
2000 is our 30th birthday year – to help 
the Committee with its planning, we'd 
love to hear from you if you have any 
suggestions for any activities to mark 
the occasion. 
 
A reminder too about the AGM which 
will be held on Tuesday 11th April 
2000.  We are on the lookout for new 
helpers as some of the current 
Committee members are unable to 
continue their participation.   
 
If you are interested, please give me 
ring and/or volunteer to step forward at 
the AGM.  The roll-up at the AGM last 
year was most disappointing and we 
will be looking to a different, more 
attractive venue this year.  Whether or 
not you want to join the Committee, 
please come along to the AGM, your 
attendance is encouraged.  You get to 
have your say, and to vote for next 
year's Committee - hope to see you 
there.   
 
Once again, enjoy the year 2000! 
 
Richard Emerton 
President 

 
— —— — 

ALL TELEPHONE 
INQUIRIES AND 

ACCOMMODATION 
BOOKINGS  

 
Mike Vale - 6255-3411 

Leave messages on the answerphone  
when number unattended - please 
include BH and AH contact numbers 
 

MAIL ADDRESS 
 

PO Box  99, Curtin, ACT, 2605 
 

KEY PICKUP ADDRESS 
 

25 Duigan Street SCULLIN ACT 2614 
 

INTERNET ADDRESS 
 

http://www.rascal.asn.au 
e-mail to mvale@ozemail.com.au 

 

1999/2000 COMMITTEE 
 

(ONLY ring between 7pm and 8pm weeknights, please) 
 

President 
Richard Emerton 6286-5134 
 

Vice-President 
Ian McNeill  6288-4303 
 

Secretary 
Vacant 
 

Assistant Secretary 
Meg Krizan  6292-4250 
 

Treasurer 
Alan Laird  6288-4708 
 

Public Officer  
John Kennard  6281-3435 
 

Lodge Manager 
Doug Capp  6236-3327 
 

Committee Members 
Suzie Black  6281-5118 
Monty Fox  6288-3153  
Angela Wydeveld 6288-8949 

 
RASCAL LODGE 

 

7 Banjo Paterson Crescent 
Jindabyne NSW 2627 
Ph: (02) 6456-2169 

 
2000 Winter Lodge Caretakers:  
Alison Bombardier 
Andy Speight 

President’s Report 
 Richard Emerton 



T his year’s Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of Rascal Inc. will be 
combined with a dinner and wine tast-
ing at the Lotus Room, Canberra 
Southern Cross Yacht Club, Alexan-
drina Drive 
 
The Date is Tuesday 11 April. 
 
All Rascal members and their guests 
are invited to the pre-AGM dinner at 
6:30 pm, which will be a set price 
menu with a choice of 2 entrees and 2 
main courses, wine, juice and tea/
coffee for $20 per person.  
 
The dinner, the first of our planned 
celebrations of the club’s 30th anniver-
sary, will be followed by the AGM at 
8:00 pm.  
 
Members wishing to attend the AGM 
but not the dinner will be welcomed 
with complimentary tea/coffee in the 
Lotus Room.  
 
Following the AGM, all members and 
friends are invited to a free tasting of 
the Rascal Inc. 30th Anniversary com-
memorative wines. These fine quality 
wines, to be bottled on our behalf by 
Jim Murphy’s Market Cellars, will fea-
ture specially designed Rascal 30th An-
niversary labels, and will be available 
for purchase in case or half-case lots by 
members and friends a couple of weeks 

after the AGM. The anticipated price 
of the wines is $10-15 per bottle.  
 
The evening promises to provide a 
great opportunity to meet with 
friends, catch up with old and new 
members, enjoy quality food and 
wine,  place your order for the Ras-
cal Inc. 30th Anniversary wines, and 
elect your new committee for 2000.  
 
Make a note in your diary now for 
Tuesday 11 April at 6:30 pm - why 
not organise a group of members and 
friends to share the occasion?.   
 
For those of you well enough organ-
ised to make a commitment now, 
please phone Mike Vale to advise 
your intention to attend the dinner. 
 
For those less far sighted, a further 
reminder notice for the AGM will be 
sent to all members in March, at 
which time you can confirm your 
bookings for the dinner and wine 
tasting. 
1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of 1999 AGM 
3. Business arising from the Minutes 
4. Correspondence in/out 
5. President’s Report 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
7. Office Manager’s Report 
8. Public Officer’s Report 
9. Motions to change the Constitu-

tion (if any) 
10.General Business 
11.Election of Office Bearers for 

2000 
 
Motions to Change the Constitution 
 
Any Member may propose amend-
ments to the Constitution by written 
notice of motion to the Secretary 42 
clear days before the  meeting.  No 
motions received were received @ 
28/1/00, and none are proposed by 
the Committee. 
 

Election of Office Bearers  
 
Elections will be held for: 
 

• President 
• Vice-President 
• Secretary 
• Assistant Secretary 
• Treasurer 
• Public Officer 
• Lodge Manager 
• Immediate Past President (if 

required), and 
• up to 3 Members 

 
At least 3 of the current Committee 
are expected not to stand again in 
2000.  If you would like more infor-
mation about what each position on 
the Committee is responsible for, 
please contact Mike Vale who will  
provide copies of duty statements for 
each position. 
 
Please note that the RASCAL Consti-
tution provides that: 
 
• Only financial Members of the 

Club may vote (but subscriptions 
may be renewed on the night). 

 
• Junior Members are not entitled 

to vote. 
 
• Proxy voting is not permitted. 
 
• Items of general business may be 

raised from the floor on the night. 
 
• Nominations for Committee posi-

tions must be proposed and sec-
onded and may be put in writing, 
or may be made from the floor on 
the night.   

 
— —— — 

Notice of  Annual General Meeting, Dinner and Wine 
Tasting – Tuesday, 11 April, commencing 6.30pm 

AGM Agenda  
and Rules 



I n  N o v e m b e r  t h e 
Committee held its annual meeting 
down at the Lodge so that Rascal 
Lodge matters could be addressed in 
more detail and practical issues to do 
with the Lodge considered and 
inspected. 
 
As this is my first year on the 
Committee, I had not attended one of 
these meetings previously and didn’t 
quite know what to expect.  What I got 
was a weekend of long meeting, hard 
work, fun and friendship (no, we 
didn’t have any arguments other than 
well-considered ones). 
 
Marg Sharp was welcomed into the 
Committee.  Marg has for a long time 
been the purchaser and provider of the 
important supplies in the Lodge, such 
as cleaning aids, Milo, food items, 
toilet paper, etc. and her latest 
enterprise was testing beds and 
mattresses for the Lodge. 
 
The meeting occupied most of 
Saturday from 10am until 6pm.  
Decisions about works, budget, 
activities were made.  An inspection of 
the Lodge yielded many tasks for 
attention, some of which were 
considered urgent enough to be done 
on the Sunday.  In fact, one of the 
outcomes of the meeting was to re-
institute working bees a couple of 
times a year so that we could keep 
some control over the grounds and do 
some of the necessary maintenance 
work. 
 
The meeting considered such issues as 
finances, particularly for the new deck, 
reports from the subcommittees, things 
that need to be done around the Lodge 
and how to get them done in the 
simplest manner, the forthcoming 30th 
anniversary celebrations, recruitment 
of new members, the winter Lodge 
Manager position, and the Lodge 
Office Manager position. 
A dinner out and movies for those who 
could cope with the late night before 

another busy day helped us recover 
from the day’s deliberations. 
 
On a wonderfully sunny Sunday we 
set to work. 
 
In the Garden…. 
 
The grounds were weeded and 
cleaned; there were strenuous attempts 
to remove a lot of the cotoneaster.  It 
was decided that the ivy has to go.  
Dead branches were removed from 
over the barbecue. 
 
Plans for extending the parking were 
made to take advantage of the works 
being done for the new deck and the 
equipment which would be there to 
make our work easier. 
 
And inside… 
 
It was also a hive of activity.  With 
great effort the mattress covers were 
removed from all the mattresses in the 
empty rooms; mattresses were dragged 
out into the brilliant sunshine, covers 
were washed until the machine really 
gave up and Jindabyne washing 
facilities had to be used.  Pillow 
protectors were washed.  The pillows 
were collected for treatment in 
Canberra with Napisan (and to cause 
the occasional flood!).   We were 
disappointed to find that quite a 
number of pillow protectors have 
escaped the Lodge.  And the missing 
quilt cover never did return, 
unfortunately. 
 
The left behind property was 
collected, cupboards and stores were 
organised, general cleaning was 
undertaken, the manager’s room had 
extensive carpet treatment as it seems 
to have developed a bad moisture 
problem and work on the walls was 
considered necessary. 
 
You, too, could have all this fun if you 
joined the Committee! 
We now have a long list of things that 
have to be done, have been done, and 
need to be done regularly. 
 

Comments from members about things 
that may need to be done around the 
Lodge or things that are or are not 
satisfactory are always welcomed by 
the Committee, as are ideas for any 
improvements to the Lodge. 
 
We hope you will all help keep the 
Lodge a comfortable and clean place 
for all members and that you enjoy your 
stays during the year 2000. 
 

— —— — 

November Committee Meeting / Lost & Found 
Angela Wydeveld 

Lost & Found 

F 
ound at the end of sea-

son….now all neatly washed and packed 
by Angela Wydeveld. 
 
☺ One pair child’s mittens – with 

Mitchell Thorpe’s name on them. 
 

☺ One red and black (man’s?) Sunski 
glove – left hand 

 

☺ One purple boot-innersole - left foot 
 

☺ One cotton and hemp man’s jumper 
 

☺ One child’s full ski suit – Bamby label 
 

☺ One pair Shark smallish sun?glasses 
 

☺ One pair child’s green/brown lace up 
shoes 

 

☺ One pair black and fluoro ski gloves 
 

☺ One pair Trappeur downhill ski boots 
 
If any of these items are yours and would 
like them back, please email or phone the 
Office Manager.  If not claimed they will 
be donated to the Smith family (except 
for the single items). 
 

— —— — 



 

T he first International 
Women's Day of the millennium is 
looming on 8 March.   
 
In keeping with RASCAL tradition a 
March weekend at RASCAL is offered 
to all female members and friends with 
some planned walking, expertly organ-
ised by our walking specialist, Mar-
gitta Acker.   
 
We would like to hear from interested 
members ASAP to gauge numbers.   

 
The Saturday walk, usually rewarded 
by a Mugaccino at some exclusive 
mountain cafe, will be decided by par-
ticipants at a Friday evening pre-walk 
meeting at RASCAL…all levels of 
fitness and walking ambitions can be 
addressed, so don't be shy! 
  
The Saturday evening meal is usually 
at some exclusive, cheap restaurant in 
Jindabyne and Sunday can be another 
walk or a relaxed time on Rascal's new 
deck…whatever the mood takes! 
 
There has been some discussion about 
whether the weekend is strictly female 
or if male "associates" could be in-
cluded.  We would like to know your 
views.  The weekend in March is still 
being decided but some have sug-
gested that the Canberra Day long 
weekend would not be popular.  If you 
are interested in a "hike de femme/de 
peoples" in March, please telephone 
Colleen (6288-3153) or Angela (6288-
8949). 

 
— —— — 

T here will be a Working 
Bee at the Lodge on the weekend of 11-
12 March 2000. 
 
The main work to be performed is out-
side – weeding and clearing dead 
shrubs and trees, getting rid of Cotone-
aster, relandscaping after the deck con-
struction, re-gravelling the carpark etc. 
 
There will also need to be a thorough 
clean inside, although the nasty job of 
cleaning the old rangehood is not now 
necessary in the new kitchen. 
 
Working Bees are great fun and provide 
an opportunity for members to get to 
better know and understand how their 
Lodge works.  And then there is the op-
portunity to lobby the Committee mem-
bers there present about proposed 
changes/improvements.  If you want a 
spa, en-suites, double beds etc  – attend 
the working bee and twist a few Com-
mittee arms. 
 
Many members who have joined the 
club in the last few years have still not 
made a booking and, presumably, have 
still not stayed at the Lodge.  This 
working bee would be a perfect oppor-
tunity for those members to meet the 
Committee and get introduced to the 
Lodge. 
 
If you are a new member and you 
would like to attend the working bee, 
please call Mike on the RASCAL line.  
And we would like the help of longer 
standing members as well.  Please call 
Mike if you would like to attend. 
 
And just a reminder that the club pro-
vides members attending a working bee 
with petrol money, a BBQ dinner on 
the Saturday night and munchies during 
the day. 
 

— —— — 

For all Rascal Femmes (& Associates) 
2000 Hike de Femme – March 2000 

- Colleen Fox 

IMPORTANT  Corrigendum - 
Burrungubugge article, last issue 

I an McNeill advises that 
there is a small but significant error in 
the directions for the trip to Burrun-
gubugge hut, in the last issue.  
 
The error was discovered by members 
Chris and Margitta Acker when they 
got lost following the instructions as 
published. 
 
In the paragraph headed “How to get 
there”, the instruction at around line 7 
to “then take the downhill road and 
bear LEFT onto a gravel road” should 

read “then take the downhill road and 
bear RIGHT onto a gravel road”  
 
Our apologies to anyone who has al-
ready tried the walk and has been  
mis-lead.   
 
Of course, everyone else will now be 
OK because you all read your news-
letters from cover to cover and will 
have corrected this mistake. 
 
...and all pigs lined up ready to fly 
 

— —— —  

Notice of   
Working Bee 
11-12 March 



T his message is just for junior members. 
 
We would like your ideas, comments and input on our wonderful Lodge.  What do you think of the Lodge?  What 
about the new deck??  Or anything else for that matter? 
 
Do you use the games room?  Do you want to keep the table tennis table (a good one)?  Do you have better or any 
ideas for the use of the room??  If so, please read on ... 
 
The Committee has been considering the use of the downstairs room, commonly called the games room.  We would 
like suggestions from our Junior Members as to how this room might best be used to give you somewhere to go after 
the days of activity in the great outdoors. 
 
We would like all your ideas - big or small -, whether they seem silly or not (that is what is called ‘brainstorming’ – 
looking at all suggestions no matter how great or silly they might be, because often that is when the really good ideas 
finally come out).  What will eventually happen to the room will depend on the suggestions that come in, and the 
cost of putting the suggestion in place, and the effects on other activities in the Lodge. 
 
However, this is your chance to have your say, so how about putting on your thinking caps and sending any ideas via 
email or snail mail to Rascal.  You might even like to draw your plans.  Our various addresses are on the front of this 
newsletter. 
 
What to do on during your stay at the Lodge?  Did you know there is lots to do in and around Jindabyne? 
 
The best thing to do is go to the Visitors Centre and ask what is going on around the place.  Some things are really 
cheap and others will depend on if you or your parents have saved enough money… but here are some of the things 
to do, which you may not have thought of. 
 
☺ Go to the movies 
☺ Go Swimming – Jindabyne and Thredbo both have pools. 
☺ Go walking. 
☺ Go to the Llama farm 
☺ Go to the hot springs at the Yarrangobilly Caves 
☺ Go to the skating ramp or go roller balding and cycling to the caravan park on the other side of the lake. 
☺ Take part in the school holiday programs at Visitors Centre 
☺ Go horse riding 
☺ Go fishing in the lake, or go trout fishing at the Trout Farm 
☺ Play cards or chess on the new deck 
☺ Read a good book on the deck 
☺ Check out the Maze and let the older people sit down with a coffee or two. 
☺ Walk to the top of Mt Kosciuszko – take lots of chocolate bars and warm clothes and sunscreen! 
 
We’d like to hear if you have further suggestions of more obscure things to do that others may like to know.  Send all 
your suggestions to the Editor.  In fact, if there are any Junior Members who would like to do this page, let us know. 
 
And enjoy your stay at the Lodge. 

— —— — 

For Junior members 
Angela Wydeveld 



T he champagne cork 
exploded and the light golden liquid 
frothed into three fluted glasses.  
"Here's to the new deck", we cheered 
a s  w e  s u r v e ye d  o u r  p r o u d 
accomplishment. Perched high up in 
the tree tops we peered over and 
through the clear glass balustrade and 
mused like proud kings and queens 
over our visual domain.  And it was a 
magnificent sight to behold.  The 
azure blue of Lake Jindabyne, the 
bushland rising to the Cooma road to 
the East, and close up the magnificent 
eucs and wattles in Rascal's backyard 
left lasting retinal images.  So began 
the life of the new Rascal deck.  What 
better way to celebrate than with a 
group of Rascal friends and some 
champagne. 
 
There were three of us, Angela 
Wydeveld, Ian McNeill and myself.  
We had just completed a day's 
working bee to freshen up the lodge 
and some post-construction clean-up 
prior to the summer bookings.  Monty 
and Colleen Fox would also have 
loved the champagne.  They, too, had 
slaved the day in lodge cleaning, but 
unfortunately they had to return to 
Canberra early.   
 
That meant we could have nearly two 
glasses of champagne each, we 
grinned!  
 
The deck was the culmination of 

innumerable long lunchtime meetings, 
of wheeling and dealing and of 
making decisions.  In an ideal world it 
would have been nice to share the 
occasion with Mike Vale, John 
Kennard, Doug Capp and Peter 
Overton, members who had also put in 
so much effort to see the deck to 
completion.  But for their own reasons 
Mike, John, Doug and Peter were 
unable to attend.  They were not 
forgotten, however.  We "cheers"-ed 
them from our (now) dizzy perspective 
and gave thanks to their dedication 
and effort.   
 
The light retreated and as we partook 
the last sips of champagne our 
thoughts turned to dinner.   
 
The working bee was operating on the 
'take it as it comes' management style, 
and having no food with us, the only 
alternative was to wander towards the 
town centre to see what was on offer. 
 
Our first, and last, stop was Angie's 
Italian Restaurant.  We surveyed the 
menu through the window pane.  Not 
being very hungry we were not 
looking for a large expensive meal.   
That view, however, was not shared 
by Angie, who spied three potential 
customers when none were there 
before, and by the look of the carpark, 
few were expected to come.  "Our 
Christmas fare is a bargain at only $35 
per person.  We can make it up for you 
tonight.  You can have our famous 
Christmas 4 course menu.  Vegetable 
Consomme, followed by Fillets of 
Perch or Roast Turkey, then traditional 
Christmas pudding in brandy sauce 
(yummy!) and coffee and mince pies" 
she remarked while gesticulating at the 
sheet glued to the window pane.  "All 
for $35.  That's a good price for 
quality food.  You don't get it all for 
that price, of course.  You only get one 
of each course and choose which ones 
you want.  You couldn't eat it all, it'd 
be too much!".  Angie's strong voice 
and persuasive personality demanded 
our attention. 
 
"Well!!!" we mumbled,  as we 

regained our composure and discussed 
the options.  "Or you could try the al a 
carte.  You look hungry so would 
probably want an entrée and a main.  
Dessert can come later if you still want 
some more.  But the Christmas fare is 
best", she entreated.  
 
Angie then discreetly retreated, leaving 
us time to regroup and wonder what we 
had wandered into. 
 
Angie was clearly a woman to be 
reckoned with.  She dressed in black 
and commanded respect.  Black with 
flair.  In the strands of her deep black 
hair nestled wide, rich red streaks.  
Angie was on fire.  Her lips were deep 
red and shiny gold rings adorned most 
fingers, and one thumb.  She wasn't 
gaudy, but any more and it would be 
too much.  Angie was saved by her 
s mi l e :  i t  s p a n n e d  he r  s t a r k 
Mediterranean features, with deep 
glistening eyes and a prominent mid-
face.  Her smile showed she enjoyed 
running the restaurant, and wanted us to 
be part of the fun that evening. 
 
"This is going to be a good night", we 
mused as we mischievously consumed 
the lure.  "We can have some fun here". 
 
"Mmmmm.  Starters, Entrees and 
Mains.  What do we want?  $35 is too 
much, though the meal certainly looks 
appealing. But I wasn't thinking of 
anything quite that large." It was hard 
to refocus onto the menu. 
 
While our thoughts were on food our 
two bottles of BYO red were whisked 
away and uncorked.  It was only then 
that Angela, our Rascal Angela, said 
that she would probably only have one 
glass, as red wine doesn't suit her 
biology very well.  Being gallant young 
lads we immediately offered to buy 
some white, but Angela, that genteel 
lady, politely declined.  Ian and I were 
heartbroken as we contemplated 
drinking the two full bottles before us. 
 
"The cook's Welsh", said Angie, the 
restaurant owner, "You don't want two 
Italians in the kitchen do you" she 

(Continued on page 8) 

An Evening to Remember with Angie 
Saturday, 18 December 1999 – Alan Laird 



explained.  "I tell him what to cook". 
 
Ian knew this lady.  He's been around 
these parts for some time and knows 
the movers and shakers in Jindabyne.  
"She used to live in Ponti's Lodge in 
Townsend St" he said.  "The family 
owns Ponti's Lodge.  Her name must 
be in the phone book.  She has a few 
kids - there were lots of kids in the 
neighbourhood and some of them were 
probably hers". 
 
"Do you still own Ponti's Lodge", I 
inquired.  She looked stunned.  Those 
deep red lips spread wide as a wry 
smile swept across her face.  "You 
know too much about me" she 
exclaimed.  "What are you guys up 
to".  Why do you want to know where 
I live?"   
 
"Yeah, Ponti's, I'm sure you 
lived in Ponti's Lodge.  Your 
family owns it don't they? You 
lived there with your kids."   
 
"I'm too busy to have kids.  I 
have plenty of nieces and 
nephews from my two sisters.  
I have a lot of fun with their 
kids but I don't want any of my 
own.  I've got a restaurant to 
run." 
 
"My husband's in Sydney this 
weekend having a weekend 
off." Ian's pacemaker skipped a 
beat on hearing this godsend.  
"He works too hard and needed to get 
away.  So I'm looking after the 
restaurant."  
 
She was incorrigible and encouraged 
us to buy the most expensive meals 
and the largest serves.  We resisted.  
Angela and I selected garlic prawns 
and for Ian, Bruschetta, for starters.  
Then lets have Spaghetti marinara, 
fettuccini carbonara and gnocchi for 
me.   
 
The wine flowed smoothly, and a few 
good drops it was too. 
 
We mused about our encounter, 
especially as Angie loudly remarked to 
the other guests about these guys 
knowing all about her and wanting to 
know where she lived.  What were 

(An Evening with Angie - continued from page 7
) 

they going to do - lie in wait outside 
her home later tonight?  She relished 
the attention. 
 
"She was in Nuggets soon after it 
opened", whispered Ian.  "That must 
have been about 10 years ago.  We 
should get hold of a phone book to 
find out her name". 
 
Starters arrived. King prawns 
permeated with the rich aroma of 
garlic and cream sauce on a bed of 
homemade vegetable spaghetti.   
 
"What a delight!", I thought as I 
compared Angela's and my choice 
with Ian's Bruschetta. Bruschetta is 
always a great favourite of mine as I 
love the crusty Italian bread. I was 
torn as to which was better and 
wondered how much Welsh had snuck 
in! 
 

Angie carefully sprinkled pepper 
grinds over the meals using a huge, 40 
centimetre long wooden pepper 
grinder.  Ian looked longingly at her 
motions.  
 
"What made you move out of 
Nuggets" we cheekily asked.  "You 
were there from the beginning weren't 
you?"  Angie was loosing up.  We 
offered her some wine. 
 
"I started out in a caravan at the BP 
station in 1982.  Then I went to 
Nuggets Crossing in 1989, a year after 
it opened, before going onto a Bigger 
and Better Future in 1993.  I now have 
the best restaurant with the best view 
in Jindabyne."     
 
It was hard to disagree, and why 

would we want to?  The dining was 
excellent, the atmosphere vibrant and 
the view took us over the Strezleki 
statue and across the blue waters of 
Lake Jindabyne.  What more could you 
want? 
 
A dinner like this on Rascal's deck?  
Mmmm…that's a hard one to answer. 
"I learned to ski here.  I came to 
Jindabyne in '74 to ski". 
 
"Have some more wine", we teased. 
 
She left to attend other guests and it 
was then that I overheard her mention 
something about her husband Tony. 
 
"Excuse me Angie.  I've been 
wandering around looking for water.  
You know Tony would always make 
sure we had full glasses of water". 
 
"Did you enjoy the prawns and 

Bruschetta?  The prawns are 
very nice.  Just the right 
amount of garlic" she replied, 
carefully avoiding the mistake 
of revealing anything of 
interest. 
 
The mains arrived.  "Wow, this 
is big.  I hope we can eat it all."  
Angie twisted the long shaft of 
the pepper grinder.  Ian's 
pacemaker shorted out. 
 
Ian's marinara abounded with 
seafood, more than is normal 
for a restaurant, and Angela's 
fettuccini carbonara sported 

strong appealing aromas and colours.  
But my gnocchi made such great eating 
that I knew I'd won that round too.   
 
The three us quietly practiced 
gastronomy, enjoying our time 
together.  For me a particularly 
pleasurable aspect of Rascal is its sense 
of community.  The feeling I get with a 
group of friends who work hard 
together all day cleaning the Lodge, 
who joke around and share lunch and 
experiences together, and who now 
relax together over a glass of wine and 
great food in a vibrant restaurant.  
There's something very satisfying in 
that. 
 
Having a fun restaurateur just adds to 
the pleasure! 

(Continued on page 10) 

Ian knew this lady.  He's been around these 
parts for some time and knows the movers and 

shakers in Jindabyne. 
... 

"My husband's in Sydney this weekend having a 
weekend off." Ian's pacemaker skipped a beat 

on hearing this godsend.   



 
We schemed up more provocations. 
 
"Oh and by the way.  My husband's not 
Tony.  He's Sam".  "Sam" we replied 
incredulously.  "What kind of Italian 
name is Sam?".   "Salvatore" she said 
proudly.   
 
The coffee arrived with fruit-mince 
pies surrounded by a home made pastry 
envelope.  That's a bit different we 
thought.  A nice Christmas festivities 
touch.  A touch of Class. 
 
"Sam my foot. Its Tony", I insisted.  
 
We paid at the door.  The bill was 
approximately $35 per person.   
 
Ian explained who we were and where 
we were from.  During this 
conversation I repetitively slapped my 
palm with the base of the huge pepper 
grinder and toyed with the idea of 
walking out with it right under that 
prominent olive skinned Italian nose. 
 
On escaping outside to the cool of the 
evening we smiled, well pleased with 
our achievements that evening.  And all 
the richer for it too. 
 

— —— — 
 

Keep free the weekend of 28/29 
October – major 30th Anniverary 
celebrations at the Lodge.  More 

information next newsletter. 

(An Evening with Angie - continued from page 8) 

D ear Editor 
 
We are the fortunate members who 
booked the Lodge for a party to cele-
brate the arrival of the new millen-
nium, in conjunction with a family 
reunion; the Lodge is an ideal venue 
for functions of this nature. 
 
The date of our booking was such 
that we were one of the first groups 
to enjoy the new deck which has 
been added to the top level.  
 
The deck is a fantastic new asset 
which more than doubles the living 
space on the top level for fair 
weather, being a great place for re-
laxing, drinking and eating while 
better taking in our 'million dollar 
view'. 
 
The associated new external stairs 
also improve fire safety at the Lodge 
by now allowing direct access to 
ground level from the top level.  
 
Congratulations to the Committee for 
the development and implementation 
of the project inconsultation with 
members.  
 

Graham and Patricia Harvey 
 

— —— — 
  

D ear Mike 
 
As a family that stays at RAS-
CAL very infrequently, I thought 
you should know how delighted 
we were to experience for the 
first time the new kitchen 
(superb), the new verandah (what 
a marvellous addition) and the 
improved barbeque area. 
 
The quality of RASCAL is im-
proving each time we use the fa-
cilities. 
 

We assume that the verandah will 
have a glass wind break at the 
western end and a barbeque facil-
ity (when finished).  A sail cloth 
type awning over that part of the 
verandah would complete it 
(shade cloth sails were scheduled 
to be installed on 15 January – 
Ed).  I look forward to seeing the 
end product. 
 
No doubt the following have also 
been suggested in the past but we 
believe that the following would 
make RASCAL even more attrac-
tive: 
• A fireplace 
• A spa bath to enjoy after a day’s 

exercise 
 
Congratulations to the hard work-
ing Committee and in particular 
yourself who render great service 
to the members. 
 

Kingsley Barker 
 

— —— — 
 

D ear Mike 
 
Best wishes for a great 2000.  
Thanks for the great job you do in 
keeping RASCALs running.  It is 
much appreciated. 
 
The new deck area is just sensa-
tional!!  We had great weather 
down there and hence spent nu-
merous hours quaffing champers 
& pate … as well as brekky & tea 
… out on the spacious deck.  Well 
done 

The Isemongers 
 

— —— — 
 

 
— —— — 

Letters to the Editor/Office Manager 



A fter having spent four 
glorious days in the mountains I felt 
compelled to write something for the 
newsletter. 
 
As a new summer member this was 
my second stay at the Lodge and my 
wife Di’s first. Although I have spent 
considerable time in the mountains 
over the last decade at a friends lodge 
in Perisher. 
 
At the outset I would like to 
compliment those involved in the 
planning and implementation of the 
new kitchen, a credit to all. 
 
Our holiday objective was to relax, get 
in a bit of trout fishing, and just 
generally be in the mountains. 
 
The weather was superb all week and 
the lake like glass most days, making 
it a pleasure to get up in the morning. 
Day one saw us drive up to Perisher 
and catch up with some old friends 
and then to Island bend, where the 
lake was down but the river running 
strongly.  
 
A token spin with celtas proved to no 
avail so we settled under what Graham 
Redman and I now use as the lunch 
tree on our fishing trips, to boil the 
billy and relax taking in the peaceful 
environment about us.  
 
After lunch we wandered down to the 
lake proper only to get caught in a 
summer storm that turned out to be a 

great way to wash off the stress of 
Sydney at the start. 
 
Wednesday we took the boat out and 
ventured up to the Thredbo arm of 
Lake Jindabyne and spent a long day 
to no avail, although it was pleasant on 
the water. We spoke to couple of other 
people on the lake and no one was 
having any success. We did see a few 
good fish surface in the rubbish 
entering the lake from the rain the day 
before but they could not be coaxed 
with anything.   
 
That evening on dusk I went around to 
Pooh Bay and gave a Bushy’s Horror 
Fly a run while Di stayed in the lodge 
to freshen up. The fly did no good but 
a scrub worm on the bottom with no 
sinker yielded a salmon around two 
(2) Kilos just on dark. This was an 
event to behold as I had left the net in 
the car.  
 
Darkness had descended and every 
time I played it into the gently sloping 
bank (on 4lb line) and attempted to get 
my hand under it, it decided the centre 
of the lake was a better place to be. 
Patience prevailed and although a little 
wet I was able to return to the lodge 
with the trophy. 
 
The next day we did a bit of site 
seeing, travelling up to Thredbo and 
then down the Barry Way to the 
confluence of the Snowy and Pinch 
Rivers.  
 
Speculating with a black celta lure 
produced a beautiful little river brown 
about 1.5 lb. from a run in the Snowy 
which was enough to convince us a 
picnic in this area the next day would 
be ideal. 
 
Back at Jindy that night we went back 
around to Pooh Bay in the setting sun 
and fished with worms on the bottom 
(barbaric to the purists) and picked up 
two browns with Di landing her first 
ever trout (around 2lb). We also let a 
small rainbow return to its domain. 
 
A trip down the Barry Way is 

recommended; the road was in good 
condition, easily passable in a 
conventional two-wheel drive vehicle. 
 
The Snowy River Valley was 
picturesque with wild flowers in full 
bloom, and new growth appearing on 
the trees. Craiges Lookout on the way 
down has views of mountain bushland 
into Victoria, as well as an interesting 
NP information board.  
 
A number of camp/picnic sites enroute, 
Jacob’s River, Half way, and No-name 
as well as the Pinch River area were 
also worth a stop with Jacob’s River 
and the Pinch River the pick’s for lunch 
or tea break. It is about 55 Km to Pinch 
River and takes a bit over an hour one 
way, plus stops. 
 
This is obviously the best time of the 
year to do this trip, but be very careful 
of snakes when in the river areas. I 
went as close as I have ever been to 
being bitten while in the bush, nearly 
treading on a six foot brown snake 
while walking along the Snowy River. 
 
All in all a very relaxing week topped 
off by meeting some very nice people 
when David Hall’s group arrived on 
Friday evening. 

 
See accompanying photo – page 10 

 
— —— — 

 

The First Week of  Summer 
Jim Castles (Summer Member) 



The First Week of Summer – Jim Castles:  Two lovely trout fresh from river and Lake to table.  The Lodge is a great base for 
fishing trips all year round. 



Builder John Wenham shown caught demolishing the escape ramp off the middle level (above) and showing the size 
of the deck footings (below)             Photos: Mike Vale 



The crane that lifted the steelwork into place was big – like REALLY big.                Photo: 



Shots from below taken while the deck joists were being laid             Photos: John Wenham 



On go the deck timbers and handrails            Photos: John Wenham 



memberships have been 
cancelled 

 

 Richard Nugent 
 Kerri Nugent 
 Jenny Osbourne 

 
And finally – a reminder to 

the following members 
whose membership 

renewals for 1999 had not 
been received @12 Jan. 00, 
and whose memberships are 

now suspended and may 
shortly be cancelled 

 

 Ms Suwanna Buckley 
 Mr John Creasey 
 Mr Philip Doherty 
 Mrs Maureen Doherty 
 Mr Steven Doszpot 
 Mrs Maureen Doszpot 
 Ms Amy Doszpot 
 Mrs Kerry Douglas 
 Mr Alastair Evans 
 Mrs Marilyn Hatton 
 Mr Bernie Little 
 Mrs Jill Mutton 
 Dr Philip Mutton 
 Miss Kathryn Nedeljkovic 
 Mr Damien Nedeljkovic 
 Mr Rodney Paule 
 Mrs Judy Paule 
 Dr Dick Quan 
 Mr Robert Rawson 
 Mrs Marelle Rawson 
 Mrs Ros Sorensen 
 Ms Savy Spannari 
 Mr Vic Spannari 
 Ms Fiona Stafford-Bell 
 Mr Hadyn Strang 

 
— —— — 

A s all members will be 
aware, Lodge keys can either be posted  

(for a $5.00 surcharge which includes 
postage both ways), or can be picked 
up from Mike’s new place at 25 Duigan 
Street, Scullin.   
 
A permanent key pickup box is being 
constructed and will be installed close 
to Mike’s mailbox together with a 
sensor-activated light to make the task 
of picking up keys on those dark winter 
nights more convenient. 
 
In the meantime, however, keys are 
being placed in a temporary pickup box 
located on the terrace of Mike’s house, 
adjacent to the front door. 
 
 There is a sensor light on the Terrace 
so you shouldn’t have any problem 
finding the box and your keys after 
dusk.   
 

— —— — 
 
 

The RASCAL Office moved from Kaleen to Scullin on 30 July 1999. 
 

The NEW key pickup address is 25 Duigan Street, Scullin, ACT, 2614 
The NEW phone number is (02) 6255-3411 

 
The RASCAL PO Box and e-mail addresses have NOT changed  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
MEMBERS 

 

A  very warm RASCAL 
welcome to the following new 
Members. 
 
☺ Ray Atkin 
☺ Kerri West 
☺ Kathryn Korsch 
☺ Russell Korsch 

- Alexandra Korsch 
☺ Jeannie Higgins 

- Nikki Higgins 
- Joshua Higgins 

 
and to the following Junior members 
who have upgraded to Full 
membership: 
 
☺ Julia Emerton 
☺ Curtis Pullinger 

 
Farewell also to the 

following members who 
have resigned: 

 Dr Con James 
 Ms Barbara Dawson 

 
… and to those whose 

Membership Matters - Mike Vale 

Key Pickup  
Location 
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