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Kyria Laird puts the finishing touches on the cooking island of our new kitchen. Her story of the kitchen
demolition starts on page 3.

RASCAL AGM – 30 March 1999 – see page 4 for details … RASCAL AGM – 30 March 1999 – see page 4 for details ...RASCAL AGM – 30 March 1999 – see page 4 for details … RASCAL AGM – 30 March 1999 – see page 4 for de-

+

(02) 6242-4011
PO Box 99, Curtin, ACT, 2605
{1. 8 Namoi Place, Kaleen, ACT, 2617
{2. By Post
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~mvale
Editor: Richard Emerton (6286-5134)
Production: Mike Vale (6242-4011)

ALL TELEPHONE
INQUIRIES AND
ACCOMMODATION
BOOKINGS
Mike Vale

President’s Report
Richard Emerton
maintaining a healthy financial
position and looking after the
interests of members, (and by the
way we think we are doing these
successfully – please let us know if
you think otherwise), but in the
main it’s all about the Lodge –
that’s why we join RASCAL.

6242-4011

Leave messages on the answerphone
when number unattended - please
include BH and AH contact numbers

MAIL ADDRESS
PO Box 99, Curtin, ACT, 2605

KEY PICKUP ADDRESS
8 Namoi Place, Kaleen, ACT 2617

INTERNET ADDRESS
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~mvale
e-mail to mvale@ozemail.com.au

COMMITTEE - 1998/99
(ONLY ring between 7pm and 8pm weeknights, please)

President
Richard Emerton

6286-5134

Vice-President
Ian McNeill

6288-4304

Secretary
Lynne Bentley

6248-8897

Assistant Secretary
Kim Serjeant

6231-7260

Treasurer
Alan Laird

6288-4708

Public Officer
John Kennard

6281-3435

Lodge Manager
Doug Capp

6236-3327

Committee Members
Geoff Crossley
Monty Fox
Meg Krizan

6286 1113
6287 3678
6292-4250

RASCAL LODGE
7 Banjo Paterson Crescent
Jindabyne NSW 2627
Ph: (02) 6456-2169
1998 Winter Lodge Caretakers:

Alison Bombardier
Andy Speight

W

elcome to 1999 – it
promises to be an
interesting year. Whether or not it
is the last year of the millennium,
we are in serious countdown mode
to the Year 2000 – let us hope all of
our computer bugs are little ones!
Whatever else the year brings for
you, I hope it is a happy, safe and
successful time for you all.
As I write this contribution to the
first Newsletter for 1999, Canberra
is experiencing a summer hot spell
– so if you are finding the heat too
hard to handle, why not escape to
the Lodge at Jindabyne and the
cooler mountain climate. You will
find further improvements to the
Lodge, particularly the new kitchen,
which is featured elsewhere in the
Newsletter. It looks great, it works
well, and early user feedback is
very positive. Also check out the
RASCAL website on the Internet to
get another perspective – Mike Vale
does a fantastic job keeping the site
current.
In running the affairs of RASCAL,
the Committee focuses a lot of its
time on the Lodge. Of course we
have to concern ourselves about
keeping up the membership levels,

The Building Sub-committee has
been very active over the past year,
and their efforts are very evident for
us all to see. Bookings during
winter 1998 were excellent, even
though it wasn’t the best of ski
seasons. I am sure you will join me
in thanking them for doing a great
job – but there’s no room for
complacency, there’s plenty more
proposals in the pipeline as you will
see.
By now you should have all
received your membership renewal
letters for 1999 – don’t forget to get
them back to us before the end of
January with your payments so that
you are eligible for the free
accommodation bonus.
A reminder, too, about the AGM
which this year will be held on
Tuesday 30th March. We are on the
lookout for a new member for the
Committee as Lynne Bentley is
unable to continue, due to work
pressures – many thanks to Lynne
for doing a great job as the
Secretary to the Committee. A
volunteer to step forward at the
AGM please! Your attendance at
the AGM is encouraged. You get to
have your say and to vote for next
year’s Committee – hope to see you
there.
Richard Emerton
President

FISHHEADS

AND
SLEDGEHAMMERS
By Kyria Laird
found out that I couldn’t start my work
until Sunday!
Apart from all of this, most of
Saturday went smoothly. I tried my
best to stay out of the way of the
meeting (just like a little angel!),
unless I needed something really
important - like food!!! So I asked
Mum about dinner and off we went to
look for a place to eat.

S

o there I was, a Saturday
morning with no friends
around, both my parents concentrating
on the committee meeting, no balls to
go with the table tennis table and
worst of all, no TV!!! There was only
one thing that I knew I would enjoy
about this weekend and that was
knowing that my brother Rahn would
have to go to school on Monday and I
wouldn't. However, I was still waiting
for one of the most boring weekends
of my life to begin.
Yet a few hours later my ideas started
to change when I saw Mike pull from
his car: lots of drills, hammers, screws,
nuts, bolts and my most favourite tools
of all - crow bars, and a heck of a huge
sledge hammer.
Although my parents would tell you
that I am an angel (or at least I would
hope that they do!), I'm not too sure
that everyone else did when all I could
think and talk about was bashing,
thrashing, beating, smashing and
completely and utterly mangulating
those pantry shelves. Later on I found
out that we were also getting rid of the
surrounding walls. You can imagine
what I wanted to do with those!
However I was quite distraught when I

We first went to a place called
" W o o k ys " h o w e v e r th is w a s
completely booked out and you can't
easily squeeze an extra fifteen people
in! So off we went on the long and
hard trek, trying to stay alive, through
the "fierce city" of Jindabyne. We
went to four other places before we
found one that could fit us all in. This
place was called "Il Lago".
Now for the most interesting part of
Saturday…… the cork fight!!! Dinner
was going fine apart from the fact that
a certain member of the committee,
whose name I will not mention was
falling asleep at the table! Thinking I
was about to do the same, I started to
nod off. However, no sooner had I
done this, than something flies across
the table and of course just happens to
land in my hot chocolate!!! I looked
up, only to see what I had thought was
a sophisticated
man,
turn
suddenly into a
six-year-old

child! I found
another
cork
(there
were
plenty around!)
and tried to aim for Mikes' coffee.
Unfortunately I have awful aim and I
ended up hitting the sleeping member
on the head! And so the night went
on, mostly full of Mike and my

mischievous ways!!! He ended up
eating a whole fish head (and made
Daddy nearly throw up) as well as
sucking the eyes out!
Throughout the night it got harder for
him to hit me as we keep running out of
corks, so naturally we needed some
more, and how do you think we got
them??!! Mikes' job of course!
I woke up on Sunday morning only to
find that the work had already started. I
could tell because the banging of
hammers and the chainsaw noises were
loud enough to wake the world!!!
Everyone was eager to get started. I
couldn't wait to get my hands on that
sledge hammer and those crow bars. I
ran upstairs, and there it was. This
magical thing, something that I was
going to let all my anger out on, my
cork throwing buddy!!! He was there
holding out the sledge hammer and a
mini crow bar.
I headed straight for the pantry and
started beating the shelves. I thought of
when my brother, Rahn, put holes in
my door, when he teased me at school,
when he told his best friend that I still
liked him (after two years!) and most of
all, when he asked
me to "smell
the cheese"!!!
A l l

these
thoughts
came running
into my head as I
bashed, beat, hit,
and distorted what used to be the
pantry! Sweating like everyone else,
three hours later we sat down and had
lunch, and thanks to Marg, what a
lovely lunch we had (I have to put in a
good word for Mum!).
(Continued on page 20)

Notice of Annual General Meeting - 30 March 1999
•

Only financial Members of the
Club may vote (but subscriptions
may be renewed on the night).

•

Junior Members are not entitled to
vote.

•

Proxy voting is not permitted.

•

Any Member may propose
amendments to the Constitution
by written notice of motion to the
Secretary 42 clear days before the
meeting.

There have been NO motions to change
the Constitution received to date, and
the Committee is not proposing to put
any to the meeting.
Election of Office Bearers

T

he Annual General Meeting of
RASCAL Inc will be held on
Tuesday, 30 March 1999, at 8.00 PM.
Light refreshments will be provided.
The Venue will be the Woden Valley
Hospital Seminar Room which is in
the area above the reception desk of
the main building. (Go up the fire
stairs behind the reception desk and
continue straight ahead when you
reach the first floor. You can’t miss
it.)
Please note that the RASCAL
Constitution provides that:

•

Items of general business may be
raised from the floor on the night.

•

Nominations for Committee
positions must be proposed and
seconded and may be put in
writing, or may be made from the
floor on the night.

The Agenda for the meeting is as
follows:
1. Apologies
2. Minutes of 1998 AGM
3. Business arising from the Minutes
4. Correspondence in/out
5. President’s Report
6. Committee Report and Financial
Statements
7. Motions to change the Constitution
8. General Business
9. Election of Office Bearers for 1999

Elections will be held for the following
positions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Treasurer
Public Officer
Lodge Manager, and
up to 3 Members

If required, a motion to fill the honorary
Committee position of Immediate Past
President will also be put to the
meeting.
If you would like more information
about what each position on the
Committee is responsible for, please
contact Mike Vale who will provide
copies of duty statements for each
position.
— —— —

Motions to change the Constitution

Maintenance bits ‘n’ pieces

A

s well as demolishing the old
kitchen, our volunteers (see
P7) also undertook a number of other
maintenance tasks including cutting
down, chopping up and getting rid of
the large number of dead shrubs and
trees that had succumbed to the
ravages of the long drought. They
also arranged new tanbark for the
garden and top up gravel for the car
park. Quite a few light fittings were
replaced and a new flood light over the
BBQ (and an external light switch in
the North West corner of the building)

now make outdoor entertaining more
comfortable.
Other maintenance/development
projects being considered include
replacing the old
main kitchen
window with a double glazed unit
incorporates sun shading blinds.
And all you members who sweltered
at the Lodge in those record
temperatures at the beginning of
January can take heart that the
architect’s brief has been expanded to
include an examination of active

cooling options for the Lodge. The
most cost effective option might be a
roof mounted evaporative unit that
feeds into the existing heating ducts so
that all the bedrooms as well as the
lounge room get cool. A couple of
Committee members were victims of
the heatwave and now feel quite
strongly that this upgrade is a very high
priority.
— —— —

Snowy Mountain Events: January – April 1999
January
Thredbo 9th Annual Art Exhibition 2nd to 10th January
1999 – "On the Roof Top of Australia" features artists from
all over Australia. 1999 features ceramic works.
Theatre in Residence 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th January
1999 - The Thredbo Players perform Much Ado About
Nothing
Jillamatong Mountain Muster 9 January 1999
8.30 - Gates open, 12.30 First race.
19th National Runners Week 9th to 17th January 1999
Ten days of activities for families who enjoy sport and competition.
6th Thredbo Blues Festival 15th to 17th January 1999
Outdoor music venues, busking and entertainment all weekend. For lovers of rhythm and blues, funk and soul this
gathering is a must do, must see.
Shakespeare on the Mount Festival 19th to 21st January
1999 – The Bell Shakespeare Company presents many
popular plays over this very popular weekend. Festival
Passes $65 weekend, $45 Sat only and $39 Sunday jonly
(under 12 years are free).
Discovery Ranger Programme 27 Dec - 17 January.
Guided day and night walks in Kosciuszko National Park.
Take your pick aand choose which adventurous walk you
would like to go on. Call the Snowy Region Visitor Centre
on 02 6450 56666 for bookings and further information.
Thredbo Summer Activities Program 26 Dec to 26 January 1999 – Guided walks, watercolour workshops with local
artist Carmel McCrow, horse riding, whitewater rafting, abseiling and more.
National Parks and Wildlife Service Guided Walks
(Discovery Program) 27 December to 15 January.
Summit Walk - Monday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
Dead Horse Gap Walk - Tuesday
Rainbow Lake Stroll - Tuesday
Stilwell Flowers - Wednesday
Pipers Creek Walk - Thursday
For bookings call (02) 6450 5600

February
Thredbo's Participation Day 14th February 1999
Thredbo's community open day. Come and play a round of
golf, have a hit of tennis or ride the bobsled.
Shakespeare on the Mount Festival 19th to 21st February
1999 – The environment and Shakespeare blend together
for a weekend of entertainment.

Inaugural Thredbo Sculpture Symposium 27th February
to 7th March 1999 – Invited sculptures create a work of art
over ten days, culminating in a workshop on the Sunday.
Thredbo's Adventure Week 27th February to 7th March
1999 – A week of climbing, bike riding, bike swapmeets,
skills workshops and adventure films.

March
3rd Thredbo World Music Festival 19th to 21st March
1999 – Global sounds from Thredbo's global village. Sights
and sounds from around the world, spicy as a vindaloo.

April
Easter Activities 2nd to 18th April 1999
Guided walks, art workshops, horse riding, whitewater rafting, abseiling and much much more.
12th Thredbo Legends of Jazz 29th April to 2nd May
1999 – The coolest jazz in Australia's coolest village. Swing
along with the best of Australian and International jazz
grates.

Further information
Thredbo - 1 800 020 589
Snowy Region Visitor Centre (02) 6450 5600 .
A large amount of information is also available on the Web
at http://www.thredbo.com.au
— —— —
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a camping trip.
As they lay down for the night, Holmes said: "Watson, look
up into the sky and tell me what you see".
Watson: "I see millions and millions of stars".
Holmes: "And what does that tell you?"
Watson: "Astronomically, it tells me that there are billions
of galaxies and potentially millions of planets. Theologically, it tells me that God is great and that we are small.
Meteorologically, it tells me that we will have a beautiful
day tomorrow. What does it tell you?"
Holmes: "Watson, you doofus. It tells me that somebody
has stolen our tent".

Letter to the Editor re new Kitchen (plus reply)
Dear Editor,
While I am enthusiastic about several
of the suggestions for the
improvements to RASCALs I have
one very significant concern about the
new kitchen design. This concerns the
location of the stove area. The stoves
are on an island bench, while the sinks
are positioned across the access
walkways. Large pots of boiling water
for pasta, rice, stews etc will need to
be carried across the walkways to be
drained at the sinks.
This a serious hazard to children and
adults, the possibility of collisions
between a person taking a pot to the
sink and someone going to get
something from a draw is real. Pots of
boiling water or food are very hot and
cause serious injury. Just one accident
is one to many when we have the
opportunity of correcting this fault
before the kitchen is constructed.
Have other members identified this
fault? Could this issue be raised with
the general membership please,
perhaps by printing this letter so more
general feedback could be obtained.
Thank you
Moir Holmes
— —— —
Editors note – Moir wrote 2 letters to
the Committee, including the above
one, for publication. This reply is to
her more general letter which also
deals with other Lodge changes.
— —— —
Dear Moir
Thank you for your letter of 25 Aug.
1998 about the design of the proposed
new RASCAL kitchen.
As you have noted, a number of the
proposed changes, particularly the
outside deck and building cooling, are
designed to enhance member
enjoyment of the lodge in the Summer
months and have received positive
support from members.
The majority of member comments
have also been very supportive of the
idea of upgrading bedrooms by

introducing a number of double beds,
although there is a strong view that
this should not be at the cost of
reducing bed numbers. In this context
I note your comments about retaining
at least some four bunk rooms in the
current configuration to cater for
families with young children, such as
your own. The Committee is very
conscious of the need to cater for a
range of member needs, indeed that is
what is driving the bedroom upgrade,
and your letter raises some valuable
comments which the Committee will
need to take on board in any proposed
bedroom rearrangements.
You also raise a number of issues
about the kitchen design. The design
published in the newsletter is one of
two received by the Club from kitchen
design firms. Both deigns are very
similar and both feature a cooking
island. I understand that one of your
initial concerns to Ian McNeill was
about the gender of the kitchen
designers. Both kitchens were
designed by women. This was not a
request of ours, it just reflects the
gender of the designers tasked with the
Rascal kitchen design by the two
companies.
Your main concern however is that the
design requires hot water to be carried
across the walkway from the island to
the sinks and you are concerned that
this may be unsafe when children are
around. Clearly the design must be
inherently safe - as you say 'Just one
accident is one too many'.
Island cooktops are a standard form of
domestic kitchen design and it is the
sub-committee's belief that the design
is very appropriate for the Lodge.
Some years ago Canberra Alpine
installed a new kitchen incorporating a
cooking island and have been very
happy with it. It works well in an
environment similar to that of Rascal.
In following up your concerns I
contacted the designers who indicate
that there are no particular safety
issues associated with island cooktops
compared with non-island designs.
They commented that there are no

safety standards particular to island
designs which might indicate a safety
issue.
You might note that the stainless steel
construction enables hot food to be
placed on the island bench prior to
serving, This reduces the need to move
hot food to the peripheral benches. You
might also note that the current
(existing) arrangement requires the
carrying of hot liquids relatively long
distances across the floor from the
stoves to the sinks or the food
preparation/distribution benches. I am
not aware of any safety concerns
resulting from this arrangement.
I think the essence of the issue is that
kitchens inherently involve hot surfaces
and the carrying of hot liquids from one
area to another. A kitchen of any design
is not a place for playing children, and
so there is an expectation of due
parental control over the activities of
children. Indeed the Club Rules state
that Members are responsible for the
activities of their children.
The sub-committee considered a
number of aspects of the design,
particularly functionality, safety,
quietness, social interaction, and
attractiveness, and believes the
proposed design represents the best
compromise between (sometimes)
conflicting requirements and is the most
suitable for the requirements of the
Club.
Thanks for taking the time to consider
the proposals in such depth and write to
us - if only more members took that
trouble we'd be better off
Yours sincerely
Alan Laird
For Rascal Building Sub-committee.
5 October 1998
— —— —

RASCAL Picture Gallery
From the Kitchen demolition/installation week
29 November – 4 December 1998

The old RASCAL kitchen is no more. It was demolished by an enthusiastic bunch of members and one
or two others in the week starting 29 November 1998. It has now been replaced by a brand new kitchen
along the lines of the design published in the last newsletter. The above photo shows some of the assembled troops at the pre-demolition briefing building up energy levels with coffee and cake (one of many as it
turned out. Yes, indeed, it was one of those sorts of weeks). From left to right: Alan Laird, Marg Sharp,
Malcolm Whitecross (hidden in the background), Meg Krizan (sitting), Doug Capp, John Kennard (bottom,
with cap), Geoff Crossley (hidden in the background) and Kyria Laird (sitting).
No more banging heads on those awful overhead cupboards – hooray.
Thanks also to those people who managed to avoid the camera – Stephen Crossley, Amelia Witheridge,
Tony Krizan, Chris Acker, Ian McNeill, and Monty Fox.
Unless otherwise credited, all photos: Mike Vale

Stephen (above) and Geoff Crossley masterminded the removal of the overhead cupboards – to do this is a controlled manner
was no mean feat and required a couple of car scissor jacks and lots of finesse as well as brawn.

Doug Capp took on the icky job of dismantling the greasy old kitchen range hood, supported (literally) by Stephen and Geoff
Crossley.

Three free nights accommodation for the best caption to this photo. How about something a little Christmassy like “No wonder we could never get this flue to draw, there’s a Santa Claus stuck in here”. This
photo will probably bring tears of nostalgia to Julie Pettit’s eyes. She was always with the job of degreasing the old rangehood in the days when cleaning was done by members on work party weekends.
Photo is of Doug Capp dismantling the old range hood innards.

And what do we do with those cupboards now? Alan Laird came up with the solution. From left to right, Peter Fischer (our current builder), Mike Vale, Malcolm Whitecross (behind Mike) and Alan Laird prepare to
launch. And as you can see below, the operation was a complete success.
Photos: Marg Sharp

The pantry has gone – replaced by large pot drawers.

Kyria Laird caught in the act of autographing her handiwork in the pantry.

Marg Sharp was versatile on the cordless drill (above), pinch bar (below) and sledge hammer (too violent to record on film). She
also arranged all of the catering for the weekend – without that effort, no work at all would have been done by anyone.

Chris Acker spent most of one day sanding back the inside of the old pantry and ended up looking like he’d been out in a snowstorm

Wayne Foster, our plumber, installing the new water and waste connection after having to rip a channel in the floor. The good
news is we found the floor and structural timbers to be in excellent condition – they will easily last another 30 years.

And in goes the new

Ho Ho Ho – Merry Christmas
(from the Internet, courtesy of Graham Nicholson)
Black holes are where God divided by zero.
All those who believe in psychokinesis raise my hand.
Early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the
cheese.
Quantum Mechanics: The dreams stuff is made of
I almost had a psychic girlfriend but she left me before we
met.
OK, so what's the speed of dark?
How do you tell when you run out of invisible ink?
If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously
overlooked something.
Bacteria - they're the only culture some people have
Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm
When everything's coming your way, you're in the wrong
lane.
Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough sense to
be lazy.
Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now.
The only substitute for good manners is fast reflexes.
Everyone has a photographic memory. Some don't have
film.
Drink 'til she's cute, but stop before the wedding
Shin: a device for finding furniture in the dark.
Many people quit looking for work when they find a job.
I intend to live forever - so far, so good
Join the Army, meet interesting people, kill them.
Energizer Bunny arrested, charged with battery.
If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy her
friends?
I'm not cheap, but I am on special this week
I drive way too fast to worry about cholesterol
I love defenseless animals, especially in a good gravy
If you ain't makin' waves, you ain't kickin' hard enough!
Mind Like A Steel Trap - Rusty And Illegal In 37 States
Televangelists: The Pro Wrestlers of religion.
Give a man a free hand and he'll run it all over you.
If I worked as much as others, I would do as little as they.
Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder ...
24 hours in a day ... 24 beers in a case ... coincidence?
If you choke a smurf, what color does it turn?
Who is General Failure and why is he reading my hard
disk?
What happens if you get scared half to death twice?
I couldn't repair your brakes, so I made your horn louder.
Why do psychics have to ask you for your name?
For Sale: Parachute. Only used once, never opened, small
stain.
I tried sniffing Coke once, but the ice cubes got stuck in
my nose.
If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that you
tried.
If at first you don't succeed, then skydiving definitely isn't
for you.
A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking.
Experience is something you don't get until just after you

need it.
For every action, there is an equal and opposite criticism.
He who hesitates is probably right.
Never do card tricks for the group you play poker with.
No one is listening until you make a mistake.
Success always occurs in private, and failure in full view.
The colder the X-ray table, the more of your body is required on it.
The hardness of the butter is proportional to the softness
of the bread.
The severity of the itch is proportional to the reach.
To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to steal from
many is research.
To succeed in politics, it is often necessary to rise above
your principles.
Two wrongs are only the beginning.
You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.
The problem with the gene pool is that there is no lifeguard.
Monday is an awful way to spend 1/7th of your life.
The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll have to
catch up.
A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.
If you must choose between two evils, pick the one you've
never tried before.
Change is inevitable....except from vending machines.
Don't sweat petty things....or pet sweaty things.
A fool and his money are soon partying.
Plan to be spontaneous tomorrow.
Always try to be modest. And be VERY proud of it!
If you think nobody cares about you, try missing a couple
of payments.
Love may be blind, but marriage is a real eye-opener.
Attempt to get a new car for your spouse--it'll be a great
trade!
Drugs may lead to nowhere, but at least it's the scenic
route.
Everybody repeat after me....."We are all individuals."
I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize.
Death to all fanatics!
Bills travel through the mail at twice the speed of checks.
Borrow money from pessimists--they don't expect it back.
Beware of geeks bearing gifts.
Half the people you know are below average.
99 percent of lawyers give the rest a bad name.
42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the spot.
A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel
so good.
Friends help you move, real friends help you move bodies
— —— —

WILDFLOWERS OF THE SNOW COUNTRY: A FIELD
GUIDE TO THE AUSTRALIAN ALPS – a Review
WILDFLOWERS OF THE
SNOW COUNTRY A FIELD
GUIDE
TO
THE
AUSTRALIAN ALPS by Ian
Fraser and Margaret Mc Jannett.
Watercolours by Helen
Fitzgerald. Published by
Vertego Press, Canberra ACT.
rrp $24

Entry to the discovery of identification
is by flower colour. Confirmation of a
name comes readily by comparison of
the plant with the fine watercolour
illustration by Helen Fitzgerald which
accompanies each species. Information
given for each species includes
pronunciation and meaning of the

A

Wildflowers of the Snow Country will
now join a warm jacket and sturdy
shoes as essential companions on a visit
to the snow country in summer. Those
who can’t make the trip should still take
the journey through the book to enjoy
Helen Fitzgerald’s fine illustrations and
Ian and Margaret’s introduction and
clear text descriptions with fascinating
derivations and pronunciations of plant
names.

visit to the snow country
when drifts of wildflowers
carpet the slopes in shades of white
and yellow, pink and mauve is an
unforgettable experience. Although
individual flowers may be small they
are borne in such abundance that most
of the stems and leaves are hidden.
Some people are happy just to enjoy
the beauty of these plants but many are
keen to learn their names. Ian Fraser
and Margaret McJannett have written
Wildflowers of the Snow Country to
help these people regardless of their
botanical knowledge.
The area covered by the book includes
the alpine and sub-alpine habitats of
mainland Australia, much of which is
included in the 14,000 square
kilometres of alpine national parks in
Victoria, New South Wales and the
Australian Capital Territory managed
co-operatively by the state and
territory park management services
assisted by the Commonwealth.

fascinating Environment Tours
throughout eastern and southern
Australia and Ian’s fortnightly natural
history program on Canberra ABC.
They have also written five books on
the natural history of the ACT and
south east region of NSW covering
Namadgi National Park, endangered
plants and animals in the ACT, and
wildflowers and animals of the
Canberra region and surrounds.

botanical name, key characters, similar
snow country species, habitat and
distribution and comments. The
pronunciation is useful for readers
often troubled by botanical names and
the meanings are an addition seldom
found in field guides.
There are labelled line drawings of
basic flower types which help in
reading the descriptions and titles of
other references on weeds and wildlife
useful to have on a visit to the snow
country.

Review by:
Dr Robert Boden
Deputy Chair, ACT Flora and Fauna
Committee 1994Director, Australian National Botanic
Gardens, Canberra 1979-89
November 1998

— —— —

Ian Fraser and Margaret McJannett are
well known to nature lovers for their

Notes on the architect’s sketches on pp 18 & 19.

N

ote that the architect’s
drawings on pages 18 and
19 are only concepts. They have not
yet been considered by the building
sub-committee, or the full committee.
They are being published to provide
members with early feedback on
configuration options.
Please send us your comments and
your vote – in favour or against. You
should also note that there are many

issues that need to be resolved before
construction can be contemplated. In
particular, the plans have to be
considered, costed and scrutinised by
members, and funding arranged.
Members also ought to be aware that
there may be significant complications
obtaining Council approval. These
arise from the general requirement that
non-domestic buildings be brought up
to current building standards whenever
any significant extensions are

undertaken. The new fire code is far
stricter and may require a sprinkler
system to be installed. The code also
includes a standard requirement for
disabled access to be provided.
Needless to say, these matters have
potentially profound implications for
our proposed building program. If
anyone has experience of these matters
we would love to hear from you.
Otherwise, stay tuned for more details.
— —— —

FROM WEST

PICTORIAL LOOKING

HOT OFF THE PRESS
Architect’s concept sketch of the Lodge with lounge
extension, deck and fire stairs – from the west.
Note: this is only a concept – see page 17 for notes.

PICTORIAL LOOKING
FROM NORTH

Other views of the proposed deck/stairs – from the North (above) and BBQ (below)

PICTORIAL LOOKING FROM B-B-Q AREA

Membership News - Mike Vale
Who has recently upgraded from Junior
to Full membership.
— —— —

FAREWELL ALSO TO THE
FOLLOWING (NOW)
EX-MEMBERS

WELCOME TO OUR NEW
MEMBERS
A very warm RASCAL welcome to the
following new Members.
Wayne Colcott
- Nathan Colcott
- Julia Colcott
Peter de Meur
Tim Dunnett
George Kriz
- Georgia Kriz
Simon Lim
Jock McGuire (Summer)
Aidan O’Leary
Anne Robinson
Marcus Stimson
- Aidan Stimson
Marjorie Todd

Frances Black
Michael Black
Peter Black
Martin Dunlop
Patrick Fox
Jennifer Fynmore
Steve Fynmore
Ian Hufton
Joanna Hufton
Andrew Mack
Grant McDonald
Mary McDonald
Stephen Nogrady
Kerrie Nogrady
Mary Randall
Brendan Sheehan
Martyn Stafford-Bell
Dale Stevenson
Paul Trevillian
Zdenka Trevillian
Glenda Wheeley

sleep, was I woken up by the six sexy
hunks (I can’t say I was annoyed by
being woken up by them!). All I
could hear were these voices, (no
Mike, not the ones in my head!), they

were shouting to each other, “Pull the
rope tighter”, “Don’t let go!” and the
most mentioned of all,
“Ahhhhhhhhh!!!”. I got off the
comfy couch to see what was going
on, and what do you think I saw?
Sexy hunks, letting down the
cupboards, over-head cupboards, and
anything else “big”. Yet again I
watched as these boys worked,
struggled and tensed their muscles!!!
Boy was that a sight!
As the day started to end and people
started to leave, I thought about the
day. Never in my life had I worked so
hard, (I’m talking about my eyes,
watching!). But even so, I did get
calluses on my hands!

— —— —

And to:
Simon Moss

More Fishheads & Sledgehammers
(Fishheads and Sledgehammers – continued
from page 3)

After lunch, I started to make my way
back to the pantry, yet six sexy hunks
without T-shirts on, caught my eye (oh
baby!).
I watched them as they
struggled to get the over-head
cupboards down. You should have
seen those muscles bulge (for those
who had them!).
Puffing, panting and sweating like pigs
they finally succeeded!

Feeling tired from watching everyone
else work, I laid down on the dust
covered couch and drifted off.
Although not long after I had gone to

Alan

Doug

Ian

Geoff

Malcolm

Mike

Overall, I think the weekend was a
wonderful success and I am
thoroughly glad I went!!!
— —— —

