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s always, money is an

issue, as is the
requirement for planning
approvals. We will keep you

KEY PICKUP ADDRESS

INTERNET ADDRESS

balcony, and outdoor
facilities/amenities.
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posted as we scope the
options; any feed back
and/or suggestions from

y

our Committee has started
to look at longer term
development options

f
W

or the lodge.
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w
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e believe that the
maintenance and
improvements

ompleted in 1996 have
put the lodge in good
shape and not a lot of
ork, other than
e s s e n t i a l
maintenance, is necessary in the
hort-term.

me of the options for
improvements include
the kitchen, the bedrooms,

embers is always
welcomed.

thank-you to those
members who came to
the pre-season barbecue; it
as nice to put faces
to names and to
meet some members for the first

t

ime. The weather, and the
cooking, were perfect; hope
to see more of

RASCAL
Lodge is your
Lodge - regard it as your
home away
from home

followed by a practice run on
one of the easier tracks which
soon showed up our deficiencies,
but it was all good fun. Afterwards we gathered for lunch, a
fashion show and some activities, before heading back to Canberra.”

It’s on again
the SKI DE FEMME

T

he Ski de Femme is a
cross-country skiing day
for women, arranged annually by
Perisher-Blue Inc. For $5 you
will receive ski hire, tuition and
lunch.

I

f you are interested in joining in this year, please contact Judy Roberts on 230 2436
for further details.
— —— —

RASCAL WINE &
CHEESE TASTING

A

ll RASCAL members
are invited to a wine
tasting to be held on Friday, October 31 commencing at 6pm at
a mystery location in Canberra.

When: Sunday 17 August
Where: Meeting place is at the
Ranger Station, Perisher Valley
at 9.30 am

P

articipants
their own
tion arrangements
that the Lodge is
booked).

must make
accommoda(please note
almost fully

L

F

T

C

ast year a large group of
RASCAL members participated. Pat Gorman writes:
“Last year’s Ski de Femme was
a most enjoyable cross-country
skiing experience.
he day catered for all
standards and ages of
skiers, from first -timers like myself, to the experts. The groups
were small and informal, and the
morning was spent receiving tuition from qualified instructors,

or a minimal charge of
$5 you will be able to
partake in a tasting of top wines
and cheeses provided in the
comfortable home of one of our
members.
ome and join us! RSVP
by telephoning 281
4101 by October 24, to enable
final catering details and to find
out the mystery location.
— —— —

RASCAL
RASCAL
RASCAL
now has a fax now has a new now has two
machine
telephone
key pick up
connected to
number addresses the booking
please note it
please note
phone line
down:
them down:
(242-4011)
45 Croton St
... save time by 242-4011
faxing in your 242-4011 Rivett, ACT
&
booking sheets
242-4011
8 Namoi Pl.
rather than
sending them 242-4011 Kaleen, ACT
Please make sure when you
by post.
242-4011 make
your booking with Mike
The previous number (287-4147)
has a diversion on it to the new
number, but it costs the club an
extra call charge for every call
diverted - so please use the new
one. The diversion will be retained for the next couple of
months The new accommodation booking sheet included with
this newsletter includes the new
number.
— —— —

that you agree which key pick up
address you will use. PLEASE
RETURN KEYS TO THE
SAME ADDRESS.

Chris Acker will be returning in
a few months, following which
the Croton Street Address will
no longer operate - it will be
back to Morgan Cres Curtin. We
will keep you advised.
— —— —

Carping on and on - Lynne Bentley

T
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W

his story shows you just
how indestructible the
European Carp is, and why our
scientists are worried about its
multiplication in Australian
waterways.

etween 1989 and 1993 we
lived in Belgium, in the
town of Waterloo (of battle fame),
now a sort of outer suburb of
Brussels.

owever, one day their
luck changed and by
lunch time they had caught about
15 quite large carp. They divided
them up and my son brought home
his share in a hessian bag and put
the bag in the freezing
compartment of the refrigerator.

hen I got home from
work that evening at
about 7pm, my son excitedly

I

couldn’t face the idea of
draining the water out again
and leaving them, or sticking a
knife through each individual head!
In fact, I thought these remarkably
tough creatures deserved to live. So
we filled up an esky with water,
plonked the fish into it, put the esky
in the back of the car, drove to the
pond, then carefully slipped and
slithered down the hill to the water
and emptied them in. Away they all
swam, with great gusto.

L

i k e
many
suburbs
of
Brussels,
Waterloo had
its
own
municipal
pond, where
the
locals
strolled
and
fished
in
summer, and
skated
in
w i n t e r .
During
the
seemingly
e n d l e s s
s u m m e r
s c h o o l
holidays (I’ll
n e v e r
complain
about 6 weeks
again)
my
youngest son,
then
aged
about 11, used
to set off with
his
friend
from over the road with fishing
lines and a few crusts of bread or
worms for bait.
Luckily they
rarely caught anything, because the
pond was full of inedible European
carp.

showed me his catch.
I was
horrified to see the bag move. I
quickly filled the kitchen sink and
emptied the bag’s frozen contents
into it. Five minutes later the sink
was full of churning writhing fish.

S

o if 7 hours out of the water
in a freezer compartment
won’t kill them, what will?
— —— —

Global Warming - Is there a message for us skiers?
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The following article is an edited
transcript from The ABC Radio
National Program “The Sports Factor”,
broadcast on Friday, July 4, 1997.
The Sports Factor can be heard on
Radio National, 8.30am Fridays
(Repeated Friday evenings at
8.00pm): Canberra 846AM,
Sydney 576AM. An unedited
transcript of this article can be
obtained from the ABC Internet
site at http://www.abc.net.au/rn

“Will global warming
affect Australian skiing?”
Amanda Smith: Today, 'the
white stuff' - snow - and the
impact of global warming on the
Australian Alps, on skiers, and on the
ski industry.
In the wake of last week's Earth
Summit in New York, and the
Australian Government's opposition to
targets for greenhouse gas reduction,
we're going to look at whether
greenhouse will have an effect on the
amount of snow on Australian
skifields. I’ll be speaking with people
involved in the ski industry, about how
this might impact on the ongoing
viability of skiing in Australia. Skiing
is, after all, a specialised weather sport,
and if you ain't got the weather, you
ain't got the sport!
But for how long might this Australian
winter wonderland continue? Peter
Whetton, from the CSIRO's Division of
Atmosphere Research, is the co-author
of a couple of studies into the impact of
climate
change and snow cover

duration in the Australian Alps. Using a
computer model, he's worked out when
and to what extent we might expect
global warming to affect our snow
cover. Now as we all know, predicting
the weather is tricky enough, but Peter
W h e t t o n s ay s t h er e ar e a l so
uncertainties such as what the actual
levels of greenhouse gas emissions are
likely to be:
Peter Whetton: We have put together,
in CSIRO, scenarios of future climate
change for the Australian region, which
take into account those two major
uncertainties. So we look at a range of
future scenarios of greenhouse gases,
and we look at a range of sensitivities
of the global climate system. And we
put in the regional detail by looking at
the results of a range of different global

“ ... from that research by
Peter Whetton and others at
the CSIRO, it seems that
we're not going to see
reductions in our snow cover
(as a result of global
climate models, to provide regional
detail for the Australian region. These
scenarios suggest a rate of warming in
the Australian region of the order of
about half to one degree by 2030, and
around one degree up to four degrees
later next century.
If the warming was to follow the
bottom end of that range, that's a
relatively slow rate of warming, and
perhaps the impacts would be less
noticeable. However a warming at the
high end of that range is a much more
significant event, and we don't know
where in that range the likely future
will be.
Amanda Smith: So in anticipating
global warming, is there a simple
correlation that higher temperatures
will result in reduced snowfalls?
Peter Whetton: Well we have every

reason to believe, on basic scientific
grounds, that you'd expect there to be
less snow with higher temperatures.
This is because if the atmosphere is
warmer, there's a greater likelihood that
any slight precipitation would fall as
rain rather than snow. The other factor
of course is that with higher
temperatures you might expect melting
of snow to be faster once it's on the
ground.
Both those factors are perhaps not so
important in areas that are very cold,
because if temperatures are below zero
by a long way now, a warming of a few
degrees will make little impact.
However, places such as the Victorian
Alps are relatively marginal, and for
much of the winter, temperatures are
above zero. So you would expect there
to be an increase in melting, and a
greater proportion of precipitation
falling as rain under higher
temperatures.
Amanda Smith: So tell me about
the research you've done with the
CSIRO into snow duration in
Australian snowfields. What were
you trying to establish, and how
did you go about the research?
Peter Whetton: Well the
objective of the research was to
model how natural snow covering the
Australian Alps would respond to the
CSIRO scenarios of future climate
change. And the way it was done was
that we prepared very detailed
estimates of the current climate over
the Alpine region and we also made use
of a model which simulates duration of
snow cover, given the climate of the
site. And this model takes into account,
for example, all of those factors I was
discussing before: the impact of climate
on how fast the melt is, and the
proportion of precipitation that falls as
snow, and so on. So we then simulated
natural snow cover over the Australian
Alps, using
this model for current climate. We then
took our climate database and increased
the temperatures, changed the
precipitation, in line with our scenarios
for the future. We focused particularly

(Continued from page 6)

on what could be considered a best
case, worst case scenario for snow
cover. However, the reductions were
relatively small in the case of the best
case scenario, and given the fairly high
natural variability in snow cover we
have in Australia, you'd be hard pressed
to see that decline for many, many
decades. On the other hand, the worst
case scenario leads to quite strong
declines in snow cover - the order of
halving of the duration of natural snow
cover at higher sites in the Australian
Alps by the middle of next Century.
Amanda Smith: How tricky is it to
establish a model that you're confident
is a reliable predictor of future snow
cover, Peter?
Peter Whetton: Well you can test the
model in various ways. The model
s i mu l a t io n o f c u r r e n t s p a t i a l
distribution of snow cover - where the
seasons are longer and where they're
shorter - can be compared against our
observations. The observations are not
very good in the Australian Alps, but
the correspondence is reasonably good,
as best as we can judge by that test. We
also applied the model to the Swiss
Alps, using some European data, where
in fact we had some better observations
of natural snow cover durations. And
we were pleased to find that the model
performed quite well in Europe. And
given that the climate there is
somewhat different, that was a good
test of the model, and we're very
pleased to see that performance.
Amanda Smith: Well your results
indicate a reduced snow a fair way off some decades hence - is it too far into
the future for stakeholders in the
Australian ski fields to get their heads
around, to make use of this
information?
Peter Whetton: Well certainly our
results suggest that if you're only
looking ahead into the future of the
order of say, five to ten years, then it's
likely that natural variability will be
what you're dealing with, not trends
due to the enhanced greenhouse effect.
So your experience of the past ten years
will be your best guide to the next ten
years. Greenhouse really does become
more of an issue only in the longer time
frame.

Amanda Smith: Peter Whetton,
Principal Research Scientist with the
CSIRO's Division of Atmosphere
Research, in Melbourne.
Well from that research by Peter
Whetton and others at the CSIRO, it
seems that we're not going to see
reductions in our snow cover for some
decades yet.
Steven Lee has been Australia's most
successful Alpine skier, competing in
three Winter Olympics as well as
World Cup events.
Amanda Smith: Steve, what's your
view of the possible impact of climate
change - global warming - on
Australian snowfields, and therefore on
skiing?
Steve Lee: Well I've lived up here all
my life, and I haven't seen a change in
the climate at all. We have changes of
seasons, and the seasons vary from year
to year, and sometimes they go in
cycles. Right now we're in a drought
cycle nationwide, so it goes along with
the fact that there's no snow at the
moment. But on an overall climate
change, I mean in my lifetime I really
haven't seen anything that's changed
Australian conditions.
And there's also the theory that says it's
going to go the other way and will
create more cloud cover and actually
more colder conditions and more
storms. So I think in a season like this
where at the moment we have no snow,
it's a topical subject and everyone's
saying, 'Oh it's happening, there's no
snow, the season's getting later'. But
then, last season when we had four
metres of snow on the ground right
from the sort of the - from this date
onwards, then there was not much talk
about it at all.
Amanda Smith: What's the lore of the
mountain on what makes for a good
snow season?
Steven Lee: Well I think we just need
good weather patterns you know.
There's so many different theories,
from lots of bark falling off the trees, to
when the trees change colour in
autumn, to when the birds disappear.
There's every theory under the sun. I

think it's best to talk to the farmers,
they're the ones that really have the
handle on what the weather's doing.
And you pretty much follow them if
they say it's going to be a cold, wet
winter, then you know you're going to
have generally plenty of snow. If it's
going to be a warm, wet winter, then
you know you're going to have a lot of
bad weather like we did last year, and
still a lot of snow, but a lot of wet
weather. This year it's looking like it's
going to be fairly dry, but that can be
quite good snow-wise, because it
remains very cold in between the
snowstorms. So whatever falls, stays.
There's a lot of theories, and I don't
really pay much attention to too many
of them.
— —— —

Fishing
Weekend Full

T

he practical component of the
next fishing weekend, scheduled for 21-23 November has been
fully subscribed.

T

his weekend will concentrate
on fly fishing, with the format
much the same as for the last weekend a mix of theory, trout psychology,
equipment considerations, fly types and
choices etc, and several extended practical sessions on fly casting.

T

here are still places available at
the Lodge for members and
guests wanting to sit in on the theory
part of the course. Please call Mike on
the RASCAL line for details.
— —— —

Bits and Pieces - Mike Vale
Fax Goes Phuut

T
F
W

his is a good news / bad news
story.

irst the BAD news:

e’re sorry to have to report
that RASCAL’s brave little
experiment in high technology - our
automatic fax retrieval service that allowed members automatically to obtain
faxed details of Lodge occupancy and
booking sheets, has had to be discontinued.

T
T

he service worked very well
for most members who tried it
and seemed to be very well regarded.
he reason the service had to be
discontinued is that whenever
the calling machine and the RASCAL
machine could not complete a call successfully, the RASCAL machine would
lock up and send out an engaged signal
to anybody that subsequently rang in.
It would stay locked up until it was reset manually. It did this three or four
times and stayed locked up for several
hours each time until we diagnosed
what was going on. My apologies to
those members who experienced the
frustration of a constantly engaged
phone/fax line.

B

rother Industries, who make the
fax machine, have been unable
to suggest a fix, but are looking at the
problem. In the meantime, the Committee has decided that it is more important for us to have a phone/fax line
that all members can have access to, to
ring in and send faxes on, than an experimental fax retrieval service. There
we are.

T

he GOOD news is that this
problem gives us the impetus

to make the same information available
via the internet.

eral times by plumbers and electricians,
but with no clear conclusion.

T

A

hose members who have recently accessed the RASCAL
Internet site know that its starting to
look a little long in the tooth. Well
guess what - its about to get a face lift.
The first step will be to update the
documentation on the site and then expand what’s available to include all of
the other things we’ve been planning.
The forward Lodge booking sheet
amongst them. Keep an eye out for the
changes and improvements progressively over the next couple of months.

New Hot Water
Arrangements

P

lease note that a new procedure
has been introduced to manage
hot water usage, with a view to reducing electricity consumption during periods of low Lodge usage.

O

ne of our two hot water tanks
was replaced last year - nominally with a model of the same type.
Prior to the replacement, the water supply to and from both tanks was left permanently interconnected. During periods of heavy usage, both tanks were
switched on, while during periods of
low usage, the auxiliary tank was
switched off and the main tank left on.
Simple. Even though the tanks were
interconnected, hot water was only supplied by the tank that was switched on result: nice hot water. Since replacing
the main tank last year, we have had
complaints that with only one tank operating, the “hot” water only ever gets
luke warm. The reason, it appears, is
that instead of the tank that is switched
on supplying all of the water, now
BOTH tanks are supplying water - one
hot and one cold - through some form
of mixing process. VERY STRANGE.
The tanks have been checked out sev-

nyway, the alternative solutions seem to be some extensive (and expensive replumbing, or a
modified procedure. Let’s try that first.

T

he new procedure simply involves one additional step during periods of low usage: as well as
turning the auxiliary tank off, the tap
feeding cold water to the auxiliary tank
- located between the tanks - also has to
be turned off. During periods of high
usage, the auxiliary tank has to be
switched on, and the tap also turned on.
Simple.

N

otices explaining the new procedure are located on the main
notice board in the Lodge foyer, in the
meter box, adjacent the circuit breaker
panel in the laundry and on the tanks
themselves.

W

hile members will not have
to worry about this arrangement for several months; if you are
planning to use the Lodge this winter,
please take the time to familiarise yourselves with the new arrangements so
that you won’t get caught short next
time you are at the Lodge on your own
and have to set up in a hurry.
— —— —

Decorations

K

eep your eye on the Lodge
walls over the next few
months. Monty Fox has obtained a
number of great new posters and is having them mounted, prior to hanging
them at the Lodge. The old ones will
be retained and rotated to keep the
place looking fresh.
— —— —

RASCAL Pre-Season BBQ

T

he RASCAL Pre-season
BBQ held on 1 June was
a great hit and was thoroughly
enjoyed by all who attended.

T

he BBQ was held in perfect weather in the Majura Community Centre, Dickson.

T

he day was notable for
the exquisite smell of
sausages and onion mixing with
the clink of well filled glasses
and lots of interesting conversa-

President Richard Emerton (left) and Office Manager Mike Vale (right) discussing the finer points of
sausage sizzling, with Pat and Brian Gorman hard at work feeding the hungry hordes in the back-

Particular thanks go to
Lynne Bentley and Pat and
Brian Gorman for their terrific organisation of the

I

t was terrific to see a mix of
new and old members, and
to hear the improbably ski stories
of yesteryear trotted out “one last
time”.

T

he one dampener on the
day’s festivities was the
theft of Lynne Bentley’s handbag and purse by someone from
another group using the Centre.
Our commiserations to Lynne,
especially since it was she who
played such a large part in arranging the day’s activities.
— —— —

Brian and Pat Gorman showing their superb hotplate technique that had most people coming back for
seconds and thirds

Membership News - Mike Vale

W

e also regret the
recent resignation
of the following Members:
Susan Brookes
Pauline Richards
Anthony Tuckett

OUR NEW MEMBERS

A

very warm RASCAL
welcome
to
the
following new Members:
Kim Armour
Peter Armour
- Shelley Armour
- Robert Armour
Jane Button
Jim Castles (Summer)
Barbara Hakes
- Andrew Hakes
- Katherine Hakes
Glenn Isemonger
- Holly Isemonger
- Monique Isemonger
John Ridley

W

e also renew our
welcome to the
following Junior Members who
have upgraded to Full
membership:
Susie Black

P

lease make sure that
when you use the Lodge,
you introduce yourself as a new
Member to others staying there I’m sure you will be welcomed
with open arms.

F

arewell and a huge
THANK YOU for your
support and interest over the
years. We wish you all the very
best.
— —— —

A

nd now another
reminder. As at 18
July, 44 members who were
financial in 1996 had not yet
renewed their memberships for
1997. Experience suggests that
a reasonable number of these
members will renew
progressively between now and
the end of the year.

U

nder the Constitution,
these
members
a u t o ma t i c a l l y h a d t h e i r
membership rights suspended
on 1 April. As well as creating
potential problems when these
members come to book the
Lodge (membership renewals
will have to be received before
a booking is accepted), it makes
the Committee’s job of planning
the Club’s financial affairs
extremely difficult.
With
several major redevelopment
projects on the drawing boards,
the Committee really needs a
high degree of confidence that
the Club’s income base is stable
enough t o suppor t the

investment necessary to see
those redevelopment proposals
implemented.

I

f you are unsure of your
membership status - check
the address label on your copy
of the Newsletter. “Financial
97” means that you are
financial for the 1997 Club
year. “Financial 96” means that
you were financial last year but
have not yet renewed your
subscription for 1997.

I

f you have not yet renewed
your membership, the
Committee urges you to do so
as soon as possible, or, in the
event that you do not intend to
renew, please let the Committee
know so that you are not
bombarded with renewal
reminders.
— —— —
Just a reminder about key
arrangements. We now have 2
key pick up addresses - when
you make your booking please
agree with Mike the address
from which you will pick up the
keys.
PLEASE RETURN
KEYS TO THE SAME
ADDRESS FROM WHICH
YOU OBTAINED THEM, as
soon as possible on your return.
Keys will be posted to interstate
members, but PLEASE post
them back as soon as possible
after your return.
Thanks
— —— —

