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ello again, and welcome to
the
latest
Rascal
newsletter.
I guess the question that all skiers,
boarders and other assorted “snowaholics" are asking is "what has
happened to this year's snow?"
At the time of writing (mid-July) there
hadn't been much natural snow, and
the major resorts still hadn't opened all
their lifts. A lot of plans for a week in
school holidays at the Lodge were
disrupted - including mine! We ended
up with only one day of skiing as the
wait in the lift queues and the prospect
of paying full price for a day ticket
to ski on machine-made snow were
enough to deter us from venturing
back until "the big dump" arrives.
Still, it was great to stay in the Lodge
which is looking in tip-top condition,
freshly painted, new curtains in the
bedrooms, re-arranged kitchen storage
(cupboards/drawers with labels),
shower grouting fixed, and
improvements to the external drainage
for surface water.
The committee members welcome any
feedback on the work we've done so
far this year, and any suggestions you
have for what you would like to see
done next.
Speaking of water, I brought the
dinghy, oars and life-jackets back to
Canberra where Chris Acker is getting

The new Committee, which was
elected at the AGM in March, has
already met several times to conduct
r o u t i n e b u s i n e s s , t o p ro c e s s
applications for new memberships,
and to look at elements of our strategic
plan. These include how we can
recruit more members to maintain our
financial viability consistent with
retaining the current character of the
Club, accommodation rates for the
future, and priorities for Lodge
improvements. There has been a good
response to our recent efforts to
publicise Rascal, but the number of
new members hasn't matched the
numbers not renewing this year.
Did you come to our pre-season gettogether, BBQ and ski-swap? If you
did, you enjoyed a very pleasant
lunch, lovely weather and a great
setting at Corroboree Park in Ainslie.
There was a good turn-up of members,
established and new, but there was
plenty of space for more - maybe
you'll come next year?
Our new Lodge caretaker, Jason Muir,
came down from Sydney to meet us he's been an instructor at Perisher Blue
for the past few seasons, so say hello
to him at the Lodge and/or when you
hit the slopes.
Finally, it's bound to be a great, late
season so make sure you head up to
the mountains and stay at the Lodge.
I've got my fingers crossed and some
new skis waiting - maybe by
September?
Richard Emerton
— —— —

Vale’s View - Mike Vale
including the printing of the colour
brochures, replacement of a hot water
tank, payment of booking officer long
service leave, provision of free
accommodation to Members, etc. We
are also spending somewhat more on
printing and postage, although this
may settle down in the near future.

elp - the Club has a
problem
and
we
desperately need your help
to solve it.
What’s the problem? Well, its a good
one to have, really - the Club has too
much money in the bank and we need
your help to spend it.
Mind you, I’m not sure that the
Treasurer would express the situation
in quite the same way.
Our recruitment drive earlier this year
has been quite successful, although we
still have some way to go to
compensate for natural wastage over
the last few years.
The introduction of concessional
upgrades for Junior Members has also
proven to be quite popular, with
twentytwo Junior Members upgrading.
On past experience, these Juniors
would probably not have joined in
their own right when the ceased to be
eligible to continue as Junior
Members.
One of the benefits of our membership
growth has been a boost in income mostly from joining fees, but also
from higher aggregate annual
membership fees. The joining fees
have paid for the Lodge improvements
described in Chris Acker’s article on
page 4 - all $17,000 worth, with some
left over to go into the bank.
We have also saved the booking
officer’s salary this year ($7,000 odd),
but have had some one off costs

The Committee is considering how
best to employ our reserves (around
$46,000) for the betterment of all
Members. The conservative approach
would be to leave the entire amount
locked away for a rainy day. The
argument is that with its new coat of
paint, the Lodge really doesn’t need
much more done to it, so leave it
alone. Substantial reserves would also
give us peace of mind against
unexpected catastrophies, (although
anything really catastrophic would be
covered by insurance), and would
allow us to maintain membership fees
and accommodation rates at present
levels, or even to reduce them.
An alternative view is that the money
would be better employed improving
facilities at the Lodge, from which all
members would benefit immediately.
There is also a long term need to keep
improving and renewing the Lodge (as
opposed to merely maintaining it) so
as to meet the ever more demanding
expectations of potential future
Members. If you do not go forward,
you end up going backward, so goes
this counter argument.
And there are all sorts of in between
possibilities, which involve
squirrelling away some proportion of
our reserves, while spending some
proportion on worthwhile projects.
But how much here, and how much
there?

Renovate the kitchen
Renovate the bathrooms
Build a full length balcony
overlooking the lake
Rebuild the BBQ and
landscape/reconstruct the
adjacent outdoor eating area
Replace floor coverings
throughout the Lodge
Build a pontoon by the lake
(unlikely to be allowed under
Council regulations)
Alternatively, there are lots of little
improvements that might be done that,
individually, would not cost that
much, but collectively would put a
sizable dent in our ability to do more
significant things. Things such as
replacing the dining tables and wall
decorations.
Renovating the kitchen and bathrooms
would probably require all our
reserves and then some, as would
building a full-length balcony.
The Committee will be grappling with
these issues throughout this year. But
if you want to make sure that your say
is considered, please phone your
comments to the RASCALphone
(2874147) or drop any member of the
Committee a note.
nd now a word about the boat. It is
damaged and has been returned to
Canberra where quotes are being
obtained to fix it. As an alternative,
we will also be
looking at replacements.
However,

Decisions, decisions ...
What do you, the Members think?
Some suggestions for major projects
have already been made:

there is some debate within the
(Continued on page 10)

One Pot Meals - Trish Carroll
ground pepper
Stir well and add:
2 cups of noodles
2 cup fresh vegetables (carrots,
broccoli, beans etc what ever you
like)

ell, at last the snow has
come and if you, like me,
would rather spend extra
hours on the slopes than in the Lodge
kitchen, read on.
No, this is not an article promoting the
local restaurants (although that isn’t a
bad idea - there are some good ones
up there). It’s about one-pot cooking;
that is putting protein, carbohydrates
and veg into one simple but delicious
dish.
You do the work at home and heat
heat up your dish at the Lodge while
unwinding from the slopes - voile,
dinner is ready. An added bonus is
that there is only one pot to wash!
The only problem is that I haven’t yet
worked out how to add desert to the
dish!

Saucepan Dinner
(serves 6)
In a large saucepan brown:
250 grams ground beef
250 grams pork sausage
Add:
1 sliced onion
2 minced garlic cloves
1teaspoon dried basil leaves
3/4 cup tomato paste
3 cup of water
1 large can mushroom pieces
a pinch of salt to taste

Bring to the boil; reduce heat; cover
and simmer for about 15 minutes or
until noodles are tender, stirring
gently 2 or 3 times with a fork. Add
more water if necessary. If you wish
you can now add 2 cups frozen
vegetables eg peas or corn. Allow to
cool.
Re-heat in oven or micro-wave and
before serving stir in:
3 tblsp crumbled blue cheese
1/2 cup chopped walnuts

Tangy Tuna-Macaroni
(serves 6)

Baked Chicken and
Rice (serves 6-8)
Saute in heavy saucepan:
3 tblsp olive oil
1 large onion, minced
3/4 cup chopped green peppers
Add and brown all over:
2 cloves of garlic (minced)
1 tblsp chopped parsley
1 large chicken cut into pieces
(using chicken pieces is easier)
Mix in:
1 x 250 gram tin tomato paste
2 cups dry white wine
1 cup boiling water
1/4 teaspoon chilli
Cover and cook over low heat for
about 1 hour or until the chicken is
tender. Cut the chicken from the bone
and return to the sauce. Add:

Cook and drain:
2 cup elbow/spiral macaroni
Add:
2 x 250 gram tins of tuna
1 1/2 cups tomato sauce
1 cup cottage cheese
1/2 cup yoghurt/sour cream
1 large onion, minced
ground pepper
2-3 cups blanched (or slightly
cooked) vegetables (any fresh hard
vegetables will do)
Stir well and pour into casserole dish.
Toss together:

1/2 cup seedless raisins
2-3 cups vegetables (as before)
Cook over low heat for 15 minutes.
Season to taste. Add:
4 cups cooked, drained rice
Turn into a greased casserole dish.
Cool. Reheat dish in microwave and
then 10 minutes before serving
sprinkle with:
1/2 cup grated cheddar cheese
1 cup sliced toasted almonds
Bake at 350 for 10 minutes.

1/2 c. bread crumbs
2 tblsp melted margarine or butter

Bon Apetito
Trish Carroll
— —— —

Sprinkle around the border of the
casserole. Bake at 350 for 30 minutes.
Cool. Reheat when ready to eat.

Lodge Maintenance Report - Chris Acker
water seeps into the lower levels.
Switchboard changes

lot of work has been done
at the Lodge prior to the
opening of this year’s ski
season.
Painting completed
Firstly, and most importantly, the
Lodge has been painted and now has a
much more friendly and inviting look
about it.
Secondly, the installation of a new
security flyscreen and wind-out
window in the foyer should ensure
blowfly-free and burglar-free
ventilation in summer.
Kitchen rearrangements
The kitchen was recently attacked by
Angela Wydeveld and Trish Carroll
and many items have been relocated.
Things like plates, mugs and glasses
that are used frequently are now more
readily accessible to all, while the less
frequently used things like spare glad
wrap have been moved out of the way,
into the overhead cupboards. Angela
is an OH&S expert and assures us that
the changes make sense, will be more
convenient for all and will lessen the
likelihood of accidents. And don’t
worry about not being able to find
things under the new arrangements all of the cupboards and drawers have
been re-labelled with their new
contents shown.
What you may not notice, is that some
outside work has also been done. New
curbing along the driveway and the
installation of proper sumps and new
gutters should ensure that no more

A minor improvement has been made
to the mains switchboard so that
Members can see clearly which
switches to throw when they arrive at
and leave the Lodge. The main circuit
breaker switch which provides light
and power and also supplies the hot
water tanks has been clearly labelled
MAIN SWITCH with arrows
indicating which way is ON and which
way is OFF.
The ONLY other switch that Members
need to worry about is the one that
switches the space heating system. It
is now clearly labelled HEATING,
and also clearly shows ON and OFF
positions. And, just to show we are
progressive thinkers, both switches
now work in the same direction (they
didn’t previously which was the cause
of some confusion).
Just a reminder NOT TO TOUCH any
other switches on the switchboard, or
on the circuit breaker board which is
located in the laundry.

Please remember to turn both tanks off
if you are the last to leave the Lodge
when the Caretaker is not in residence.
When Jason is there during the ski
season, no need to worry - he will
attend to it.
Car parking
White vertical lines have now been
painted on the retaining wall that runs
alongside the carpark. They indicate
parking bays, the idea being to make
optimum use of the available space.
Please be considerate of others’ needs
by parking within, rather than across
bays.
Cleaning
In an earlier newsletter, mention was
made that the Club had engaged the
services of a cleaning contractor. The
contractor’s task is to clean the Lodge
thoroughly at the end of the winter
season and to do most of the work
Members used to do during the Spring
work parties.
Members are still
required to do their share of the
cleaning as per the instructions
displayed in each bunk room.

Hot water tanks
Before leaving the topic of matters
electrical a note regarding hot water
usage: in summer, please use
TANK A (main) by itself for small
groups - for larger groups you should
also turn on TANK B (auxiliary). The
tanks, which are located in the games
room are now clearly labelled with
instructions and the location of their
respective switches. Both switches are
located on the wall behind the tanks
and can be a little hard to see and
reach for some people. Use a chair if
you need to.
There have been complaints that
Tank A, which has only just been
replaced, is not heating properly - the
thermostat has been replaced, but if
there is an ongoing problem, please let
me know.

PLEASE. PLEASE, PLEASE report
problems, make suggestions etc
I would also like to ask Members to
report all breakages, malfunctions,
missing equipment etc so that repairs
can be made or replacements
purchased. Please don’t assume that
someone else has reported a problem I would rather have ten reports than
none - in the end, we will all be
inconvenienced if the facilities at the
Lodge are allowed to deteriorate for
want of a timely comment. Please
leave a note for me in the key pick up
box, or mail me your comments,
suggestions etc. How about getting
into the habit of feeding back a
comment or 2 every time you use the
Lodge, even if its only to say that
(Continued on page 7)

The Snowy - Flood or Famine? - Doug Capp
t a time when local communities in
the upper reaches of the Snowy
River are pointing to the adverse
effects of dramatically reduced water flows|
down the Snowy over the last 30 years (since
the completion of the Snowy Mountain
Scheme) the poem at the bottom of the page
from the Sydney Morning Herald of 28
February 1934, reminds us that prior to the
completion of that Scheme the lower reaches
of the Snowy around Orbost in Victoria were
subject to spectacular and repeated flooding.
These floods caused enormous damage to
roads and bridges, townships and the highly
productive vegetable and other agricultural
activity in the region. The photos,above and
left, of giant pumpkin coracles used in boat
races on the river, provide evidence of the
spectacular productivity of the soil along the
Snowy's banks on which these food industries
were based. George Seddon's "Searching for
the Snowy" provides an excellent insight into
this turbulent history of the Snowy River and
the Australian Alps.
Doug Capp
— —— —

“Snowy on the spree”
For the second time in two months the
swollen Snowy River, which rises at
Mt Kosciusko, has disastrously
flooded the Orbost Plains.
“Now, a stream may be a Lady,
Gleaming, dreaming placidly
Now 'twixt sunlit banks, now shady,
Singing down to greet the sea;
Or, with passions curbed and
bounded,
Prone per chance a well-bred gent
By his code's restraints surrounded,
Lest he should wax turbulent.
But the wild, wild Snowy River
He's a rough, tough mountain 'bloke';
Nought can bind this fierce loose-liver
on his periodic 'soak'.
Drinking deep of heady waters,
By his Kosciusko home,

All his kindlier creed he slaughters
When mad Snowy starts to roam.
Roaring, raving down the mountain,
Forth fares he, on drunken legs,
Swilling more at each strong fountain
Till he drains it to the dregs,
Eastward first he weaves and wobbles
Cursing, crazy, stained with clay,
Avidly he guzzles, gobbles
Every drop that comes his way.
Southward now he makes a sally,
Tearing at the trees and scrubs;
Down thro' many a peaceful valley,
Calling in at all the pubs'.
On he rages, boasting, brawling,
Till he sinks with fuddled brain,
In a drunken stupor sprawling
Flat across the Orbost plain.
Blind to all the ill he rendered,
Blocking many a plain-land path,
Here he lies, a sot surrendered

To his orgy's aftermath;
Then he wakes, and, in meek fashion,
Shamefaced, sneaks away, till he
Cools the embers of his passion
Headlong in the healing sea.
Now a stream may be a lady,
Or a gentleman serene,
Who, by sunlit ways or shady,
Graces many a sylvan scene.
But that wild, wild woodsman, Snowy,
Crude, uncultured, swift to rage,
He's a hill 'bloke', flash and showy,
Roaring down on his rampage.”
'Den', The Herald, 28 February 1934
— —— —

(Maintenance Report - continued from page 5)

Thank You

everything was found to be in good
order, as it should be. And I am
always happy to have the odd
complimentary word from
appreciative Members!!!
Chris Acker
— —— —

Canberra
Strategic
Marketing

For Sale

Well, its almost a canoe!!!

Canadian Canoe - an ideal
lake tourer in great condition
(hardly used)
4 metre fibreglass
2 molded-in seats + 1 moveable
seat
rear motor mount
4hp Evinrude motor plus fuel can
and manual
2 paddles
2 life jackets
$650 ono
Mike Vale, 241-2351 (ah)
Note: The next newsletter is due our
in November - if you would like to
place an add in that issue, or any
other, send it to Mike Vale via the
RASCAL PO Box.
— —— —

he Committee of RASCAL
gratefully acknowledges
the donation of a laser
printer to the Club by member Steve
Doszpot. Steve, Director of local
company Canberra Strategic
Marketing, quickly arranged for the
printer to be provided to the Club
when he heard that the Committee's
access to a laser printer was no longer
guaranteed and that the Committee
had taken a decision to purchase one.
The laser printer that the Committee
had settled on would have cost in the
vicinity of $1,000. Steve's generosity
means that that amount of money can
now be directed instead to Lodge
improvements, for the direct benefit of
all members. We all owe him a debt
of gratitude.
Steve is a long standing member of the
Club, having joined in 1985. Wife
Maureen, daughter Amy, son Adam
and brother Gus are also members.
Steve founded Canberra Strategic
Marketing in 1989 and specialises in
printer technology, particularly the
Kyocera range. He has recently had to
move the business into larger premises
in Deakin to cope with continued
expansion.
As a committed outdoorsman, Steve is
particularly pleased to be associated
with the Kyocera ECOSYS range of
printers which are reputed to be the

world's most environmentally friendly,
featuring low ozone emissions and an
almost indestructible drum that avoids
the regular replacement of drum
cartridges. He proudly points to the
fact that it is the first office printer to
be endorsed by the Australian
Conservation Foundation. Steve is
also a canny businessman and likes the
fact that the environmental friendly
design actually reduces life cycle costs
to his customers, thereby making his
selling job easier.
Steve would be happy to talk to any
member who has a need for a printer
or professional advice regarding a
printer problem.
CSM won the
Kyocera Customer Satisfaction Award
for 1994, and you would be hard
pressed to find someone better to deal
with than Steve.
Steve can be contacted at Canberra
Strategic Marketing - Unit 3, 7 Napier
Close, Deakin, ACT, 2600, or on Tel
(06) 282 8777. You might also catch
him up at the Lodge on those rare
occasions that his busy schedule
permits.
— —— —

And again
nd while on the subject of
generosity, the Committee
would also like to thank
Dennis Appel and Tony Proust.
Both have been long standing
members of the Club and have
recently resigned.
Upon their
resignations, both generously donated
their debentures to the Club.
Thank you, and all the best for the
futures.
— —— —

Treasury Notes - Alan Laird
Expenses are budgeted at $52,001 for
the full year, and of this we have spent
$30,880 - about half of this going to
the repainting and maintenance work
discussed above.

ell, Rascal is looking
fantastic with a new coat of
paint in fresh colours and it
is all warm, dry and cosy for a great
time this winter season.
And it hasn’t come cheaply - over the
last few months we have spent over
$17,000 in improving the appearance
of the Lodge and in fixing the ground
water seepage problem. Indeed the
Committee has been very active at
improving the Lodge: at its January
meeting it drew up a list of 28
significant improvements to make, and
of these 16 have now been completed.
The cost of these improvements has
been largely covered by the healthy
infusion of new members and of
Junior to senior Member upgrades.
These have added nearly $14,000 to
our coffers, compared to last year’s
effort of $1,500.
Overall we are doing well against our
Budget. Income is currently running

at about 86 % of our full year Budget
of $48,837. Of the three main items,
annual subscriptions, joining fees and
accommodation, it is only
accommodation which needs a bit of a
boost and this should occur during the
winter season.

You may have noticed that you can
now pay by credit card. There is a
place on the booking sheet for
members to include their credit card
details. Using the card facility makes
changes in booking arrangements
easier to make and could avoid the
need to write a new cheque or for us to
pay you a refund should your booking
arrangements change.
The Club has also developed a new
computer based financial management
system which is providing an
improved picture of how well the Club
is tracking. In combination with our

membership database developed by
Mike Vale, these two new systems
provide us with vastly improved tools
for better managing the Club.
Some of you will be the lucky
recipients of a letter from me in the
not too distant future. The letter will
be offering you money - your money money which has been residing in the
Club coffers in the form of a
‘credit’ (as distinct from a Debenture).
These credits were often built up from
working bee travel allowances or
uncollected refunds of accommodation
or annual subscriptions. The Auditor
has indicated that it is not good
practice for us to operate such a
‘credit’ arrangement and so I am
aiming to repay these funds over the
next month or so. If you think you are
in such a ‘credit’ situation and haven’t
heard from me within two months then
please drop me a line on 288 4708 (h).

Alan Laird
Treasurer
18 July, 1996
— —— —

Lodge Supplies
take your own,
just in case!!!
t its July meeting, the
Committee examined the
issue of the provisioning
of the Lodge with consumables such
as tea, coffee, milo, flour, cooking oil
and the like.
These items, particularly milo and
coffee, are quite expensive and are
being consumed at very high rates.
More importantly, the purchase of
these items is a regular, time
consuming and unglamorous chore.
We all owe Marg Sharp a large vote
of thanks for persisting with the job of
purchasing officer for so long.
The bulk of the Committee feels that
Members would probably rather have
costs contained and accommodation
and membership rates kept low, rather
than have free tea and coffee. But,
since we’re a consultative mob, we
want to know whether anyone feels
strongly about it. Supplies of most
items have recently been replenished,
and will hopefully last for several
months. BUT COME PREPARED
TO BE SELF SUFFICIENT is the
new motto.
Of course all other supplies, such as
cleaners, will continue to be provided.
— —— —

Membership News - Mike Vale
Patrick Hatton
David Hawley
Samantha Hawley
Marcus Hinchcliffe
Lucas Huntley
Michael Lawrence
Brooke May
David Pettit
Rachel Pettit
Fiona Stafford-Bell
Benjamin Turnbull

OUR NEW MEMBERS
very warm RASCAL
welcome to the following
new Members:
Helen Bingham
- Elizabeth Bingham
Jeff Burns
Richard Burns
Bruce Curley
Jaynell Gudsell
Ray King
Ian McNeill
- Robert McNeill
- James McNeill
Ben Michell
Clive Miller
Robert Miller
Margaret Mitchell
Ken Moylan
Colin Reid
Sonya Rosenboom
Robert Thorpe
Susan Thorpe
- Mitchell Thorpe
Angela Wydeveld

The following people have also been
accepted by the Committee as
Members of the Club, subject to
receipt of Joining Fees:
Michael Vincent
David Vincent
The following people who live outside
the ACT have been placed on the wait
list until there is a suitable vacancy:
Jim Norris
Please make sure that when you use
the Lodge, you introduce yourself to
others staying there as a new Member
- I’m sure you will be welcomed with
open arms.
We also regret the recent departure of
some Members, some of very long
standing.
Farewell and a huge
to the following for their support and
interest over the years. We wish you
all the very best.

We also renew our welcome to the
following Junior Members who
elected to upgrade to Full membership
under the concessional arrangements
introduced with the new Constitution
on 26 March 1996:
Alexander Brown
Paul Carpenter
Michael Clark
Philip Clark
Amy Doszpot
William Emerton
Patrick Fox
Timothy Fox

the database, despite having been
dormant for some years:
Theresa Bombadier
Derrie Brichacek
Andrew and Gael Brook
Karen and Peter Dimarco
Robert Douglas
Daniel and Magda Gustin
Janet Johnson
David Jukes
Alan MacLean
Felicity and Rod MacIver
Helen Madden
Bret and Narelle Marro
Caroline and Diarmid McKeown
Jennifer and Sally McIntosh
Darryl Morgan
Elizabeth and Peter Murphy
Katarina and Nick Pearson
Elizabeth Stone
Ian Tetley
Kevin and Heather Woods
And finally on membership matters,
we have managed to whittle down
considerably the list of “lost”
members who were financial in 1995
but have still not renewed for this
year. The following are still missing:
Jennifer Bromley
Steven Dawson
Margaret Dunkley
Martin Dunlop
Gregory & Judith Mullens
Mary Randall
Pauline Richards
Ros Sorensen
Chris Twomey
— —— —
Enclosed with this Newsletter is a
consolidated list of members
@ 24 July. Please notify all errors,
omissions etc to Mike Vale
— —— —

Tony / Michael Proust
Maree Twomey
The Committee also decided at its
May meeting to cancel a number of
memberships that were still listed on

How to Enjoy Awful Weather - Lynne Bentley
before 9am or after 3pm. Then you
put antifreeze in the car radiator, find
the skis and toboggan, and order a
delivery of wood.
Forget about
collecting your own - Belgium’s
forests are vast and superb but the
beech and birch trees don’t drop off
limbs like gums do and the forest floor
is as neat and tidy as the rest of the
country.
ot long ago we returned to
Australia after four years
in Belgium.
We had
enjoyed and appreciated nearly
everything about the country, and
learnt an invaluable lesson we could
bring home to Canberra with us: How
to Enjoy Awful Weather.

Then you settle down to a long and
delicious winter. Your house is two
stories high, and including the attic in
the roof space and a basement
underground, that makes four floors in
all and plenty of room for everyone.
The house is centrally heated, with
double-glazed windows and draughtproof doors. The basement is also

Belgians have a saying “there is no
such thing as bad weather, just
inadequate clothing”. Those living in
the north say it in Dutch and those in
the south, in French. Mind you, in a
country where it drizzles all day every
day from 1 September to the 30 June,
you have two choices: invent this
saying, or migrate.
Firstly, as in Canberra, the advent of

boots, scarves, gloves, earmuffs and
warmest coat, with your dog dressed
the same, and your friends. Then you
find a pretty restaurant, often
overlooking a lake or pond and spend
the afternoon at the table, eating
slowly and leisurely three or four
small courses, with gluwein, or just
plain red, maybe watching some
skaters on the pond if it’s been cold
enough that year. At about 4pm when
it’s getting dark you stagger up from
the table, go home and snooze in front
of the TV.
A sort of endless
Christmas Day, repeated every
weekend.
I haven’t mentioned the mud and
slush, the cracked and potholed roads,
the disrupted train timetables, the
traffic jams, the gales, the suffocating
cigarette and cigar smoke, the water
dripping down your neck and the
feeling you’ll die if you don’t get into
the sun within the next five minutes:
that’s the Awful Side of Awful
Weather, and I’d just as soon forget all
that!
Lynne Bentley
— —— —

Autumn means Winter and skiing is
on its way and pulses quicken. While
Belgium only offers cross-country
skiing, 10 hours’drive away are the
French Alps and Switzerland, and two
metres of talcum powder snow lying
there for 6 months. No need to rush.
First you rake up all the Autumn
leaves, then wash, oil and put away
your outdoor furniture, and oil the
hinges on the window shutters. Then
you check the lights on your bike as
you’ll need them riding to the shop

heated and is large enough for you to
hang out your washing down there,
keep the car warm, and install a
pingpong table and extra bunks and
television set for the kids.
The
television has twenty four channels,
most of them watchable, many in
English, including BBC 1 and 2, or
with English subtitles. Your hallway
has a coat, hat and umbrella stand and
everyone uses them, even the kids, as
matter of course. (Here in Canberra
my children would rather freeze solid
on the way to school than to be seen in
gloves, or woolly hat, or scarf. Yet it
gets just as cold.)
Then the serious eating and drinking
begins, and lasts right through until
late spring. You do what the Belgians
do: in the morning on weekends you
go for a long and freezing walk
through the forest, wearing your long

(Vale’s View - continued from page 3)

committee about whether the Club
really needs a boat. The boat and
fittings are vulnerable to damage and
cost a motza to insure - on the other
hand, it is one of the few summer
facilities we have and we should not
get rid of it lightly, especially if
Members find it useful.
Please let us have your views about
whether we should keep the boat - on
the RASCALphone or via the Post
Box.
Mike Vale

Tunnels of love for snowbound possums*
is restricted to alpine areas, surviving
Winter beneath the snow by
hibernating. It lives above the treeline
in granite boulderfields covered with
Mountain Plum Pine. Burramys feeds
on the berries and seeds of this plant
as well as Bogong Moths and other
insects.

Mountain Pygmy Possum

lthough previously only
known from the fossil
record dating back to the
ice ages, the Mountain Pygmy
Possum or Burramys, as it is
commonly called, was discovered
living in the Australian alps in 1966.
This small, ground dwelling possum

Burramys is an endangered species.
Major threats to its survival include
predation by foxes and cats, loss and
changes to its habitat, and long term
climate change. Isolation of suitable
habitats by roads, ski runs and other
developments severly affects breeding
of Burramys as the males disperse
over large areas compared with the
females.
So in many parts of the ski fields,
Burramys "love tunnels" of boulders
have been constructed to link up
otherwise fragmented habitats.
Control of foxes and cats around ski

resorts is also underway to help

photo of the sign at a Burramys “love tunnel”
please give these sensitive areas a wide berth

Burramys and other native animals
survive in this harsh yet beautiful
environment.
— —— —

Corroboree frogs struggle for survival*

The Southern Corroboree Frog

he Southern Corroboree
Frog is spectacular, with
black stripes on a bright
yellow body and a distinctive call like
scrapping a balloon.
During Summer it is restricted to
sphagnum bogs and pools while in
winter adults move into snow gum
woodlands or nearby forests in the
sub-alpine and montane areas of
Kosciusko National Park.
However, like some other high

mountain frogs throughout eastern
Australia and the world, it is in rapid
decline and is now considered to be
critically endangered. Many factors
could be contributing to this decline
including very dry Summers followed
by drought in 1983, changes to
drainage patterns, loss of habitat or
siltation caused by roads, tracks and
other developments, and increased
UV radiation.
Intensive studies are currently
underway to monitor frog populations
and investigate possible threats to its
survival.
Related species of
Corroboree Frogs occur to the north
of Kiandra and Coolamine Plain, and
also, on the Brindabellas in the ACT.
These other species are also being
closely monitored but do not seem to
be in decline at this stage. This makes
the mystery of declining frogs even
more puzzling!

— —— —

*Acknowledgement
Both articles contributed by:
Ann Jelinek (a friend of RASCAL)
Endangered Species Unit
Australian Nature Conservation
Agency
GPO Box 636, Canberra ACT
Phone: (06) 2500284
e-mail: ajelinek@anca.gov.au
internet: http://www.anca.gov.au
Sketch of Burramys by Trish Hart
Sketch of Corroboree Frog by
Anne Hastings
— —— —

Resort Statistics - from the Cyberski world wide web
page at http://www.cyberski.com.au

