
  

  

Rascal Inc ~ April 2023 

 

 

Rascal 
incorporated 

7 Banjo Paterson Crescent, Jindabyne, NSW, 2627 

Autumn Newsletter – April 2023 

... summer, autumn, winter, spring ... summer, autumn, winter, spring … summer, autumn, winter, spring ... 

... skiing, snowboarding, hiking, bike riding, sailing, photography, fishing, relaxing, golf, swimming ...  

ISSN 2207-5747   



  

2 

Rascal Inc ~ April 2023 

 

 
Your Rascal Committee 

2022/23 
 

President 
Sharen Mack 

Vice-President  
Michael Cuthbertson 

 
Treasurer 

Gale Funston 

Secretary 
vacant 

 

Committee Members 
Andrew Wood 

Deanna Henderson 
Rosemary Dukes 

 

CONTACT US 

Office Manager 

Linda Swift 

0499 047 077 

Any queries about bookings  
can be directed to Linda.    

 
OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au 

PO Box 535 WODEN ACT 2606 

Website 

http://www.rascal.asn.au 

Rascal Lodge 
7 Banjo Paterson Crescent 

Jindabyne, NSW 2627 
(no mail received at this address) 

Rascal Inc. Information Board 

In this edition 
 

President’s Report 
 

AGM  11 May 2023  
Thursday 7pm Deakin Soccer Club 

Notice to members emailed 19 April  

which has the agenda, zoom link  

and the minutes of 2022 AGM 
 

Membership update 

In memory of Colin Fulton  

February Working Bee Report 

Hike de Femme 

 

 

Can you help on the Committee?  
 

Monthly meetings are held, via Zoom,  
plus one face-to-face meeting  

at the lodge in October. 
 

What feature at the lodge do you want  

upgraded? What is your maintenance  

priority? Do you want Rascal to  

provide hairdryers? 

If you want change or progress,  

help it happen. Join the committee  

and the working groups. 

 



  

3 

Rascal Inc ~ April 2023 

 

 

This newsletter will be our last before the AGM on 
the 11th May.    In a brief update, we experienced 
solid bookings over Christmas and New Year.  
Several new members enjoyed their time at the 
lodge; the club was well-used over the summer.  
Winter is fast approaching, and rooms are filling 
up for the upcoming ski season.  We still have 
some rooms available.  It may still be possible to 
book.   

We are currently in a healthy financial position.  
We have funds available for potential lodge 
projects.  The current committee will put forward 
recommendations for the incoming new 
committee.   

One of those recommendations will be to form sub
-committees to address projects for the lodge.  We 
invite members to join the subcommittees and have 
input.  One of the new subcommittees will be to 
address the bathrooms.  Bathroom discussions 
have been on the agenda for years and have yet to 
progress.   We call on our membership to help us 
get past the discussion stage and take action 
through a sub-committee.  

Our garden committee currently has two members.  
We need more contributions in this area.   Garden 
enthusiasts, please put up your hand to join our 
subcommittee to help improve the outdoor areas. 

Another sub-committee is required to investigate 
booking systems.   

 

 

There are many ways that our members can help 
us.  Our committee roles are voluntary.  We all 
have other commitments making it hard always to 
devote the necessary time to make things happen. 

   

We need your help.  You can help us by joining a 
subcommittee for the betterment of our facility, or 
by joining the committee.    

 

We hope to see you at the AGM. 

Sharen Mack 

 

 

Since the November newsletter Rascal has 
welcomed 6 new members. 

Amanda and Wayne Duhigg, Grant and Lauren 
Myers in December, Fiona Van Dort in January, 
and Allister Scott in February. All are now full 
members of Rascal.  

Currently the Rascal membership is 257 adults and 
67 juniors. As usual, at this time of year, there are 
about 30 members who are yet to renew for 2023. 

 

 

The committee wishes to facilitate more members 
to participate in working bees. New applicants, 
wanting full memberships, need to participate in a 
working bee  

Once members have attended one working bee a 
year, they can be on a short list for the next and 
attend if rooms are confirmed available the week 
before.  

Committee members may need to attend more than 
one a year. The committee will  also set up mini 
working bees to progress projects at the lodge  

 

 

 

 

 

President’s  Report 

Membership update 

Working Bee Update 
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Colin joined RASCAL 
Lodge in 1984, when 
he lived in Canberra 
working for the public 
service. A keen skier, 
he frequented the ski 
fields on weekend 
trips. After moving to 
Sydney in the late 80s, 
he remained an active 
and dedicated member of RASCAL.  

As kids, he took us on annual trips to the snow to 
perfect our cross-country skiing (at the time it was 
very uncool, but Colin was a man ahead of his 
time). Despite how dorky we were, the annual ski 
trip was hotly anticipated, starting with a 4am Syd-
ney departure and 6pm arrival (we took a lot of tea 
breaks), and a promise of McDonald’s breakfast in 
Cooma on the way home.  

We have many fond memories of cosy dinnertimes 
including fondue, spaghetti Bolognese, bangers, 
mash & peas and desserts at the lodge, endless en-
tertainment playing with the other kids, weeklong 
Monopoly games, thermoses full of steaming hot 
milo, Old Gold chocolate during our ski trips and 
post-dinner board games.  

 

 

We loved witnessing the beauty of the Snowies 
each year and very much enjoyed our challenging 
days doing the cross country circuits around 
Thredbo, Dead Horse Gap & Perisher. 

In more recent years he also frequented the lodge 
in Summer with his partner Mei, going fruit pick-
ing and enjoying the countryside. 

The community of the lodge has remained some-
thing dear to both Colin and ourselves. This year 
we're heading to the lodge without him for the first 
time in 30+ years. It's such a great community, and 
somewhere we can go to remember him. 

 

Stephanie & Clare - Colin's daughters 

In Memory of Colin Fulton 
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Thank you to all who participated in what turned 
out to be a solid working bee: Wayne and Amanda 
Duhigg, and three teenage children, Ruth and John 
Beveridge, Anne Robinson, Gale Funston, Ken 
Moylan, Grant and Lauren Myers, Gregory Morris, 
Fiona and Rachel van Dort, Steven Keneally, Will 
Emerton, Alister Scott, and Karon Willoughby and 
partner.  

The Duhigg fam-
ily Wayne and 
the 3 teenagers 
tackled the oiling 
of the deck it was 
a grand day. They 
had to clean the 
beams between 
the slats to re-
move the built up 
dirt. Wash down 
and oil the deck it was a good days work 

Amanda turned her hand to a long list of working 
bee items. This included teeing up with Karon and 
together they planned a great menu of dinning for 
the day.  

Karon made sure we had a tasty end of day snacks 
on the deck for our drinks and the dinner was track-
ing close behind. Karon’s partner provided his 
handy electrical skills including checking out the 
possibility of car charging stations.   

 
Will, Steve and Alister set to fixing pavers to the 
shed that the 'Vaunce' tree had lifted then turned 
their attention to the ivy and cotoneaster. This group 
grew as the day went on as others finished their jobs 
with Grant and Lauren joining the weed crew at the 
front. Gregory, Gale and Ken tackled the ivy at the 
back of the lodge. it became clear that the ivy will 
be a longer-term working bee effort. 

 The invasive plant cotoneaster was removed.  Co-
toneaster is a constant working bee issue.  Weeds 
are still a problem after the wet summer and the 
covid driven curtailment of working bees over the 
last year or two hasn't helped.  We may need to get 
some mulch delivered to bring the weeds under 
control and put the new plants in at the next work-
ing bee.  

Gregory brought 
his engineering 
skills to the fore 
and headed to the 
pavers near the 
lake that were 
washed out from 
the high water 
levels. He re-
placed the last two steps. He was called upon to 
see if he could figure why one of the windows in 
one of the rooms was starting to let moisture in. 
With the cause identified it is on the list for fixing.  

Fiona and Rachel made sure tasks upstairs were 
taken care of.   

Ruth did a stellar job on the bathrooms cleaning 
both the male and female bathrooms.  This is a 
huge job and we are very appreciative of her long-
term commitment to the Lodge's maintenance. 
John’s faming experience helped with him identi-
fying and tending to other weeds in the garden.   

Anne Robinson tackled the inside of the lodge in-
cluding the rooms. This was more than she bar-
gained for. She found rooms that have started to 
have moisture.  

The job included 
flipping the bases 
of the ensemble 
bed to clean under 
them. As people 
left their room a 
group of us 
flipped the beds 
and cleaned under 
them. This was 
very helpful to 
have some of us 
to finish up the 
last of the work-
ing bee tasks.   

While everyone worked hard, we also had fun. 
Most of us went for a well-earned swim in the lake 
on Saturday. Thank you again to all those who par-
ticipated. 

Gale Funston 
Working Bee Leader 

February Working Bee Report   
(repeated from monthly email).  
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Hike de Femme 3-5th March 2023  

Reported to members via the April monthly email 
and repeated here for our history records. 
This year's participants: 
Lynne Bentley, Hannah Birke, Denise Blair, Pennie 
Briese, Emma Cluterham,  Marian Currie, Kel 
Eckersley, Alison Elvin, Gale Funston, Chelsea 
Hillenaar, Emily Mathams, Jenny Morris, Lara 
Morris, Julie Pettit, Judy Roberts, Anne Robinson, 
Marg Sharp, Cathie Stoffell, Robin Trinca, Judy 
Webb. And late absentee - Colleen Fox.

 

Photos courtesy of Alison Elvin, Emily Mathams, Kel 
Eckersley, Cathie Stoffell, Julie Pettit,  Ann Robinson, Marg 
Sharp 

As the years roll by, more Femmes opt for their 
own rooms or small clusters of sharing (barring 
Rm 1 and sharing with 4, we made quite the 
quartet an acapella Nocturne in E Minor!) and so 
15 Femme's were housed in Rascal and 5 in 
Callemonda, the neighbouring lodge. The weather 
was looking great but the cornucopia of health 
issues and limitations for many meant that there 
were 4 different walks planned catering for all 
preferences. One pair went to Porcupine; a trio 
went toward Illawong Lodge, Guthega, 11 went 
from Thredbo top station to Dead Horse Gap and 
sidled along the river back to Thredbo and the 4 
younger members did the same as the 11 but 
warmed up by starting 1 hour earlier and ascending 
on their own steam. 

1) Thredbo Chairlift - Descent to Dead Horse 
Gap - Thredbo (Thanks to Alison Elvin - author) 

Lynne Bentley, Pennie Briese, Kel Eckersley, 
Alison Elvin, Gale Funston, Jenny Morris, Lara 
Morris,  Julie Pettit, Judy Roberts, Marg Sharp, 
Robin Trinca. 

With zest and vigour belying their (mostly) 
advancing years, 11 Femmes politely elbowed 
their way through the mountain bike queues to 
ride the chair lift in style to Eagles Nest, top of 
the Thredbo pile. The weather was calm, cool, 
and clear. The day’s hike had begun. 

In high spirits, the Femmes assembled at 
Eagles’ Nest for a stylish photo shoot, keen to 
create indelible proof of their adventure. A 
rowdy group of young men was dragooned into 
the task and entrusted with Julies’ camera to 
take the penultimate shot. While the cameraman 
steadied for the best shot, his mate whipped 
down his shorts as the shutter clicked – 
Surprise! But only revealing modesty-
protecting underwear that remained firmly in 
place! 
 

And so the Descent began…to Dead Horse Gap 
and along the Thredbo River to Thredbo…The 
first few kilometres of the track, above the tree 
line, is built from beautiful flat local granite and 
basalt rocks surrounded by smaller pebbles and 
was relatively easy walking. This allowed the 
femmes to enjoy the views; the nearby rock 
formations; and the remaining wildflowers.  

To the delight of all, the yellow-flowered Yam 
Daisy, a staple in the 
diet of local First 
Nations people, was in 
full flower, sprinkled 
among the snow 
daisies whose 
flowering was 
finished. Alison 
helped people to 
identify many of the 
plants along the walk, 
including Orchids, 
Yam Daisies, Gentian, 
Mint bush, Native 
Peppers, Snow Poa, 
and other plants of 
significance to the diet 
of the first Nations 
people. 

Further downhill, the trail degenerated into a 
muddy, narrow, and hazardous drainage line – a 
few kilometres of difficult downhill navigation 
especially for those with dodgy knees, ankles, 
feet and backs. But with superb skill, grit, and 
determination, all 11 femmes made it to the 
river intact, where soaking sore feet in clear 
mountain water never felt so good. 
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3) Guthega - Illawong Lodge trekkers. (Thanks 
to Cathie Stoffell - author) 

Denise Blair, Cathie Stoffell, Marian Currie  

It begins in the charming Guthega Village and 
follows along the Snowy River Valley through 
alpine heath and towering majestic snow gums all 
the way to the lodge. 

 

The weather was beautiful with warm temperatures 
and a light breeze. 

The initial part of the track was under repair and 
was entered by a temporary scaffold staircase with 
some large bags of rocks and soil lining the 
track.  The advice was that this work would 
continue through to May 2023.  It did not however 
impede the main walkway and they continued on 
to cross Blue Cow creek and up the next set of 
steps.  

 

Hike de Femme (continued)  

 

 

The arrival of ominous dark clouds hurried these 
tired Femmes back into their shoes to forge 
onwards along the Thredbo River track, briskly 
navigating up and down through dense Snowgum 
woodlands while Lyn dodged snakes and storms 
threatened. 

Foremost in their minds now was journey’s end, 
with the promise of a beer, or coffee, or juice, and 
blissful rest…. 

A memorable day was had by all. 

Above the tree line-the track winds enticingly..  

Yam Daisy in full flower 

Resting near Dead Horse Gap 

Rock clusters along the trail  

Heading down, into the trees.  

Alison 

2) Younguns under their own steam the 
ENTIRE way. 

(Thanks to Emily Mathams - author) Hannah 
Birke, Emma Clutterham, Chelsea Hillenaar, 
Emily Mathams. 

Eagles Nest, Dead Horse Gap and Thredbo River 
Track - what a beautiful trail to inaugurate our hike 
de femme experience. Our group enjoyed the 
many (sometimes box jump sized) steps, alpine 
flora, water falls, spider spotting, snack breaks, 
chats and the slow descent through the snow gums 
before meeting the rest of the femmes for a bevvy 
at the pub  

Very much enjoyed the company and connecting 
with all the strong, big hearted women. 
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Marian and Denise soon found their knees taking 
them back to the carpark and Cathie, setting a 
blistering pace, continued on down to the Snowy 
River undulating through the valley, only then 
noticing the lack of companions!  The spectacular 
views down the valley from the track and 
wildflowers were compensation.  

 

On return the three headed for the visitor centre 
cafe for coffee and lunch and Marian and Cathie 
then had a refreshing dip in Lake Jindabyne. 

 

4) Perisher - Porcupine - Perisher: (Thanks to 
Anne Robinson - author) Anne Robinson, Judy 
Webb. 

Wow what a difference an upgraded track makes. 
6kms almost a doddle. Metal walkways granite and 
grit bits. Evened out and shortened with no eroded 
steps. Still bits to finish at beginning and end. 
Great flowers trees bushes and a snake.  Made me 
realise my new hdf standard limit- under 10kms 
and upgraded track with walking poles.  

See you all next year dear femmes. 

Hike de Femme (continued) 

Sunday morning: 

The wisdom of the Porcupines is not to be 
questioned - Anne and Judy set off for a Sunday 
walk from Thredbo whilst everyone else had either 
gone home or walked to Jindabyne for coffee &/or 
breakfast ...porcupines must be genetically linked 
to Aesop's tortoise!!  Wise women indeed!   
 

Edited by Marg Sharp 

 

THE ROYAL ORDER OF THE BOOT: 

Rightfully and respectfully awarded to Emily and 
Co...for environmentally conscious behaviour to 
collect all rubbish on the way up from Thredbo to 
Eagle's Nest prior to Clean Up Australia Day on 
5/3/23 AND for their youthful ability to carry the 
banner onwards in the next generation of Rascal 
Femmes 26 years after the first Hike de 
Femme.  Congratulations Emily, Chelsea, Emma 
and Hannah. 
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RASCAL Key Dates 

Date Event 

29 April 2023 Working Bee 

11 May 2023 AGM * 

October 2023 Working bee 

Here are the details for the AGM 

The Zagreb Room Canberra Deakin Football  

May 11, 2023 from 18:30 Canberra, Melbourne, 
Sydney for 7 pm start. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81215692172?
pwd=bnh1T0N1aGx1OUVkeGx1YnN1UXhwQT0
9 

Meeting ID: 812 1569 2172 

Passcode: 328254 

Agenda and minutes emailed as attachments  

on 19 April . 

*  If you have difficulty joining the AGM by zoom 
use the google meets link to the Office Manager 
from 6.45pm via this link https://meet.google.com/
nhr-ardr-zmb  


