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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

So - my first newsletter report as (a re-
luctant) President.  For those who didn’t 
manage to attend the recent AGM, I had 
put myself forward as a 
candidate for election as 
a general committee 
member.  After 12 years 
of membership, and four 
years of active member-
ship I wanted the oppor-
tunity to learn more 
about the  
operation of the club and 
to provide a way for me 
to give back to something which as a 
family we get so much enjoyment out of.  
Despite having ambition only of joining 
the committee, 20 minutes into the meet-
ing I had been elected president.  A huge 
thank you to the immediate past presi-
dent Noel for not enforcing tradition and 
making me take control of the meeting.  

Rascal Committee 
2018/19 

President 
Colin McLean 

Secretary 

Jacqui Styles 

Treasurer 

Robert Rice 

Public Officer 

Bronwyn Ferrier 

Lodge Manager 
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Peter Dunnet 

Michael Law-Smith 

Cathie Stoffell 

Gale Funston 
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7 Banjo Paterson Crescent 
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All enquiries to the: 

Office Manager 

Kim Dunnet 
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Now after two months in the seat, I 
would like to formally recognise the 
work done by the previous committee
(s).  We as members of RASCAL are 
lucky to have such a mature organisa-
tion which has been so carefully set up 
and now runs itself.  So a sincere thank 
you to all of the previous committee’s, 
but in particular the immediate past 
committee for ensuring they were able 
to hand over a financially viable and 
well managed organisation to the new 
committee. 

Now - to introduce the new committee.  
Just before I do this - I encourage  
everyone to remember that the com-
mittee is made up of members who are 
engaged in, and care about RASCAL 
and it’s future.  As with many volunteer 
driven organisations, the committee 
members invest their own personal time 
to realise the vision and strategy of the 
club and I thank the new committee for 
being prepared to invest in RASCAL and 
it’s future.   

So - with respect to the new commit-
tee.  Some of us are brand new faces 
to the committee, 
while others have 
retained a role from 
the previous com-
mittee and I con-
firm that the current 
committee is as  
follows: 

Me - Pres 

Rob - Treasurer 

Jacqui - Secretary 

Bronwyn - Public Officer 

Sharen - Lodge Manager 

Tony - Lodge Manager 

Peter - - Committee Member 

Cathie- Committee Member 

Mike - Committee Member 

Gale - Committee Member 

Marg - Purchasing Officer 

While we didn’t need to turn the heaters 
on in Canberra on Anzac Day this year, 
winter has very quickly descended on 
us.  While driving to Jindabyne for the 
recent working bee at the lodge, I was 
treated to the fantastic view of a snow 
capped Snowy Mountain range - en-

couraging me to start 
the preparation of 
the legs for the ski 
season.  Thank you 
to Mike Law-Smith, 
Bronwyn Ferrier, 
Anne Robinson,  
Judith Webb, Peter 
Dunnet and Louise, 

Nicole and Hamish McLean for the work 
completed at the working bee, we now 
have a winter ready lodge, and 
(courtesy of further work by Peter D) 
have all of the kitchen cupboard doors 
repainted and replaced ready for a busy 
winter season.  I should also mention 
the work done by Peter Dunnet who has 
driven the extension and concreting of 
the carpark.  With line marking complet-
ed at the working bee, we now have a 
winter ready parking area which will  
assist us to keep the foyer a little clean-
er. 

While at the lodge for the working bee, 
I admired Bill Crawshaw’s stunning pho-
to which has been carefully installed on 
the wall in the living room.  Thank you 
to Bill for the donation of the photo, and 
thank you to Rod Roberts and Alan Laird 
for your work in getting the photo up on 
to the wall for us all to enjoy. 

We are running our normal pre-season 
event on the 27th of June at the  
Croatian Football Club in Deakin, where 
our guest speaker and committee mem-
ber Mike Law-Smith will talk to us about 
back country skiing on the Main Range 
in the Kosciusko National Park.  Prior to 
Mike’s presentation we have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy dinner and a drink to-
gether.  These events are a great op-
portunity to meet other members in a 
relaxed environment, if you are in town 
and can make it I would love to have 
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the opportunity to meet some more 
members. 

I encourage every member to think 
about RASCAL as a community, not a 
building.  While it is easy to get very fo-
cused on the lodge, the real heart of 
RASCAL is the members and the com-
munity spirit that we have.  Events like 
the pre-season event are a great oppor-
tunity to meet new people and nurture 
and grow this community spirit. 

I have set myself the challenge of  
attempting to create a 1, 3 & 5 year 
plan for RASCAL, and I want it to cover 
the club community, the lodge in  

Jindabyne, and our 
overall financial  
position.  If you tie 
the three together 
- I want to make 
sure that what we 
are doing today is 
consistent with 
where we want to 
be in 5 years, and 

will support us continuing to develop 
the RASCAL community, and that it all 
makes financial sense.  I have no idea 
how to do this, but expect some more 
communications about this over the 
next couple of months. 

A personal thank you to the greater 

RASCAL community to be prepared to 
take me on as the reluctant president.  
I hope to be able 
continue the work 
that has been 
done by previous 
presidents, and al-
so ensure that 
there will be an 
opportunity for my 
grandchildren (the 
grandchildren that 
my now 9 year old daughter, and 8 
year old son will produce) to enjoy  

RASCAL the same 
way that we have. 

Last but not least 
Rascal would also 
like to welcome 
our new members 
Geoffrey & Kerrie 
Perrem and Daniel 

Perrem / Andrew, Deanna, Jessica and 
Timothy Henderson / Scott Ellis / Emma 
Dunbar / Michael Clark / Lea  
Collins / Carol Taylor / Alastair Evans 
and Gabriel Veertamp-Evans / Alister 
and Brigette Nairn / Michael and Alison 
Ireland / Maximillian, Gabrielle and  
Enzo Underwood and Rachel, Sylvie, 
Clare and Eve Appleby. 

Colin McLean - President 

Have you paid your membership renewals 

 OR need to update your contact details? 

We are almost half way into the new year, renewals are 
well and truly overdue! Don’t worry, the process is very 
quick to fix - Go to www.rascal.asn.au and select 'Log on' 

to take you to the Members Main Menu. Look in the 'Renew’ 
tab at the top of the page and follow the instructions to renew your-

self and any other associated members. As a part of the process we suggest 
that you take a look at your contact details and update them if there have been any 
changes. Again on the ‘My details' tab at the top of the home page click 'Change my 
contact details'. If you don’t have access to the internet contact the Office Manager 
for assistance!   OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au 
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WORKING BEE INFORMATION: 

 Come and join the Rascal Community by assisting 
 with one of our working bees.  

 You can earn yourself accommodation vouchers to 
 use when making your next booking at the Lodge.  

Meet other members and 
catch up with old friends! 

The last working bee for 2018: 

 13 October 2018 - Post Winter 

Book online now!!! 
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May Working Bee 2018 

1. Parking bay lines painted on the newly concreted 
car park. // 2. Installation of a new set of bunks for 
Room 1. // 3 & 4. Removal of kitchen cupboards and 
‘de-laminating’ in preparation for a repaint. // 5 & 6. 
BBQ clean and overhaul. // 7. Relaxing after a hard 
days work!  Thanks to: Colin, Louise, Nicole and 
Hamish McLean, Mike Law-Smith, Bronwyn Ferrier, 
Anne Robinson, Judith Webb, and Peter Dunnet 7. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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Join us as Mike Law-Smith presents: 

 - Out Of Bounds -  

Skiing The Main Range and Its Western Side 

Seeking an authentic skiing experience far beyond the confines of the resort?  Whilst any 
winter trip into the backcountry of Kosciusko can be challenging, the evolution of modern 

telemark and alpine ski touring equipment has made it much more achievable. 

Mike will share his experience of many years of international off-piste skiing. 

Rascal members and guests are welcome. 

Join us for dinner before the talk: 

The talk begins at 7pm but please join us for dinner beforehand at 6pm. 

Dinner can be ordered in the bistro and will be delivered to the Zagreb room, where 
the presentation will take place. 

RSVP:   By Wednesday 20th June to Sharen 0412 481982 or officemanager@rascal.asn.au 

 

   Date: 27th June 2018 

   Venue: The Zagreb Room  Canberra Deakin Football Club,  

3 Grose Street, DEAKIN ACT 2600 

   Time: 6.00 pm for dinner and talk, 7.00 pm for the talk only 

Rascal Winter Func�on   

 Wednesday 27 June 2018 - 7:00pm  
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Committee Members 2018/19 

I’ve been a member of the lodge since a junior and have seen 
the lodge in its many stages over the years. I find myself now 
in a better position to be more actively involved in supporting 
the lodge and its many happenings. I’m interested in and 
would like to be part of contributing ideas to the continuation of 
the lodge refurbishments. As one of the younger members on 
the committee I hope to be able to bring a different perspec-
tive and help navigate us through a successful year. I am cur-
rently working as a Business Analyst in the Australian Public 
Service and this is my second year on the Committee in the 
Secretary role. 

Jacqui Styles 

I have been an active member of the RASCAL Lodge for over18 
years, this is my third year on the Committee in this round and 
have a background as a civil and hydraulic designer, licence ‘C’ 
class builder. I am now retired. 

The committee last year endorsed the proposal of ‘enclosing the 
current BBQ area’ as an extra area or retreat either for adults or 
for children. This is especially needed in peak times and will also 
provide a new compliant ‘fire exit’ for the Lodge. My aim is to final-
ise a preliminary design by the end of the ski season and then 
move towards final design and construction. 

Peter Dunnet 

A quick introduction to me - when my wife (Louise) and 
I moved to Canberra 12 years ago (from Tassie) we 
were invited to join some of her extended family for din-
ner.  The dinner table discussion extended to leisure 
activities that we all participated in, and despite it being 
a 35° Canberra summer day - snow skiing came up, 
followed very quickly by a discussion about RASCAL.  
Membership forms were produced, nominations were 
made and we were lucky enough to become RASCAL 
members.  Despite paying annual subs for a number of 
years, we did not manage to enter the lodge until four 
years ago, with children in tow.  RASCAL has now be-
come our winter holiday home where we enjoy the 
mayhem of family holidays with children, both Louise 
and myself, and the children have made many friends 
through our time in the lodge, and look forward to mak-
ing many more. 
Prior to the AGM I had put myself forward for nomina-
tion for a general committee position as an opportunity 
to get more involved in the club, but somehow walked 
away as President. Fingers crossed for a good ski sea-
son, see you in Jindabyne. 

Colin McLean 

Colin McLean 
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I have been a member of RASCAL Lodge since 2000. 

I bring to the Committee more than 30 years’ of practical 
experience in sales and marketing, in the private sector and 
possess a “can do” attitude.  

I understand the importance of meeting the needs of our 
members and hope that I can ensure that members receive 
continuing value for their membership by way of lodge im-
provements.  

My first objective to organize the cost-effective manufacture 
and installation of a new glass double glazed sliding door 
onto the Lodge deck which is due to be installed in June, in 
time for the ski season. 

Sharen Mack 

I have been a member of Rascals for a few years now, and now 
find myself in a better position to be more actively involved in 
supporting the lodge.  I have really enjoyed staying there with 
my boys – James and Nicholas, and some of my friends at dif-
ferent times over winter and in the spring. I’m interested in, and 
hope to be able to contribute to the ideas for lodge refurbish-
ments, and to add a different perspective based on my experi-
ence in the Navy.  I currently work in Canberra in the Navy 
Safety and Environment Office and have put my hand up to as-
sist as the Public Officer on the committee. I hope this associa-
tion will be rewarding and I look forward to working with and 
learning from other committee members. 

Bronwyn Ferrier 

I have had an affinity with the Snowy Mountains all my life 
through my passion for the outdoors. I have been a member of 
Rascal since 2004 having been introduced to Rascals through 
the Roberts family. I previously served on the Committee in 
2005 where I assisted as Lodge Manager with Rod Roberts. 
Rascals brings together like minded people and I really enjoy 
meeting other members when I stay at the lodge. As a commit-
tee member I hope I can be effective and work in partnership 
with other committee members to make the lodge a better place 
for all. 

Mike Law-Smith 

I work as and Injury Management Consultant at Konekt and a 
Community Nurse at Queanbeyan Hospital. 

I am glad to see the refurbishments which are currently updat-
ing the lodge and am keen to assist in these moving ahead. 

I would like to promote the wonderful camaraderie at Rascal for 
the enjoyment of members and their guests.  This would be 
done by helping organise social events and keeping  the mem-
bership actively involved. 

I would generally like to contribute to the functioning of the 
lodge which has given me some wonderful memories. 

This is my second year of serving on the Rascal Committee Cathie Stoffell 
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23-25th March, Participants:  

Denise Blair, Pennie Briese,  
Barbara Dawson, Lynne Day,  
Kel Eckersley, Kate Elford,  

Colleen Fox, Moir Holmes,  
Elizabeth Mitchell, Jenny Morris, 

Julie Pettit, Judy Roberts,  

Marg Sharp and Cathie Stoffell 

Eager Femmes on Friday evening gathered as did the ominous clouds. The weather 
forecast was for rain and potential thunderstorms on Sat-
urday. High spirited women are not easily dampened 
and so some Femmes even ended up walking in T-shirts 
as the jaunt along Rennix Gap stretched out. There was 
some intermittent spitting (of rain) and no cussing was 
to be heard …they were more like a flock of twittering 
‘tits’. Up hill and down dale, a ribbon of Femmes moved 
ever closer to the Rennix Gap trig where the majority 

lunched with the notable exception of Denise and Marg who devised a new measure 
of altitude whereupon some mountain tops 
got a gradient rating of “Denise-defying” 
peaks! Cathie sprinted up to the others to 
alert them of this new bushwalking terminol-
ogy – breathless in the excitement of such 
ground-breaking nomenclature. The other 
Femmes appeared nonplussed preferring to 
munch on their lunch or continue twittering 

Hike de Femme 2018 

I took up skiing at the age of 21 when my now Wife ran the 
Thredbo Pharmacy.   The love of the Skiing and the Alpine 
Environment cemented our decision to relocate to Canberra 
over Newcastle and Wollongong in the early 90s.  
Tony (immediate past Treasurer) and Meg Krizan introduced 
us to Rascal Lodge and we enjoyed holidays together with 
our children being of similar age. Enjoyed the family orientat-
ed atmosphere at the lodge and eventually made the decision 
to apply to join.   
I would like to build on the foundation put in place by the im-
mediate past Treasurer. 

Robert Rice 
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amongst themselves.   //   On the return jour-
ney, a couple of katydid and dung beetles were 
encountered, one displaying its most beautiful 
blue/ red/ yellow undergarments. There were a 
few ‘wee’ stops for the Femmes but the colour of 
their undergarments was discretely hidden from 
view.   //   Barbara, the Bogwoman of Rennix 
from 2012, intensely sought out the location of 
her pirouetting antics but such lightness of being 
and her footprints were not to be found 6 years 
on.   //   Alternative antics giving Julie Pettit the 2018 Order of the Boot occurred in a 

valley closer to the trig. Folk legend has it 
that a massive snake almost curtailed their 
summiting but Julie courageously and deci-
sively prevented its stoning, calmed the 
fiercest Femmes demanding its decapitation 
and instead initiated a compassionate and 
most successful (somewhat deafening) 
‘stomping’ campaign. Women stomping in 
unison led to the 1.5 metre snake reluctantly 
slithering away and a further 600 metre 

walk to the top ensued. The echoes still reverberate to this very moment. One might 
wonder if such a ruckus may also fight off the evidence and long term impact of the 
feral pigs.   //   The Saturday evening meal was romantically adorned with candles in 
honour of Earth Hour. The sensor lights were draped in the hope that they would 
turn off in time at 8.30pm but alas, they burned brightly. Marg had registered for the 
“event” and desperately hoped that there would not be a ‘live 
feed broadcast’ from Jindabyne! Yet, the women, spurred on 
for greater recognition within the neighbourhood, boomed out 
their acapella Rascal harmonisation of the traditional Helen 
Reddy song “I am Woman”. This prompted a suggestion of in-
viting Helen along to the 2019 Hike de Femme – probably in 
part to give us singing lessons or preferably, a solo!!   //   
Lynne Day shared the 2018 Order of the Boot, nominated and 
awarded for her capacity to fly solo from Brisbane to enthusi-
astically walk in the Snowys and share her energy and friend-
ship with us Sunday’s tradition of a walk to either Nuggets 
Crossing for the caffeine addicted women or a jaunt up to Por-
cupine in Perisher was completely abandoned due to rain. 
Spirits were neither dented nor dampened. 
Lynne and Marg – with some additional gems from others 
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