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incorporated 

7—9 Banjo Paterson Cres, Jindabyne, NSW, 2627 

Winter Newsletter – June 2010 

... summer, autumn, winter, spring ... summer, autumn, winter, spring … summer, autumn, winter, spring ... 

... skiing, snowboarding, hiking, bike riding, sailing, photography, fishing, relaxing, golf, swimming ...  

DETAILS INSIDE PLEASE NOTE:  
 SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD 19 JULY 2010  
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 Rascal Lodge 
7 Banjo Paterson Crescent 

Jindabyne, NSW 2627 
 

All telephone enquiries  
Kim & Tim Dunnet 

02 6296 1002 
(Leave messages on the answer phone  

when number unattended - please include 
BH and AH contact numbers) 

 

Mailing address 
PO Box  1700, WODEN, ACT, 2606 

 

Internet address 
http://www.rascal.asn.au 

 

E-mail address 

OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au 
 

2010/11 Committee 
committee@rascal.asn.au 

President 
Alan Laird 

Vice-President 
 Keith McLaren  

Secretary  
Julie Pettit 
Treasurer 
Linda Swift 

Public Officer 
Jack Cornell 

Lodge Manager 
Rod Roberts 

Committee Members 
Clive Styles 
Wendy Zarb 

Michael Stomps 
Co-opted Member 
Richard Emerton 

— —— — 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 

2010 AGM 

The 2010 AGM saw the election of a 
new committee which is largely the 
same as that for 
2009 and I con-
gratulate the new 
committee on their 
election.  The three 
key changes are 
that Lynne Bentley 
and Diana Beaver had both decided 
to not re-contest and Julie Pettit 
was elected to the Assistant Secre-
tary position.  Julie later agreed to 
be Secretary and this was subse-
quently ratified at the May commit-
tee meeting. 

Lynne has been a long standing 
contributor to the Club in a variety 
of Committee positions spanning 
many years and I am sad to see 
such a productive contributor move 

Rascal Inc Information BoardRascal Inc Information Board  

NEW 
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onto other interests.  Lynne how-
ever has agreed to continue to or-
ganize the 40th Birthday party that 
will be held on 23 October 2010. 

Thank you also to Diana Beaver 
who was the driver behind the Ras-
cal wine label.  Thanks Di for your 
assistance during the year. 

There is a key need however for 
new members to join the Commit-
tee to contribute ideas, a younger 
perspective and new drive.  I am 
aware that some long standing 
Committee members would wel-
come the opportunity to pass on 
the baton to younger members of 
the Club.  This is increasingly be-
coming an issue.  

Recent events 

Since the last newsletter the Kosci-
uszko Walk was undertaken and 

this proved a 
great success.  
The Pre season 
function was 
less well at-

tended but was an enjoyable occa-
sion for Rascal members and 
friends to socialize.  Two talks were 
presented, one by Lynne Bentley 
about riding the Otago Rail Trail in 
NZ and one by myself about tramp-
ing in NZ.  I would also like to 
thank Alan and Linda Swift for the 
use of their home for the Pre sea-
son function.  Some images of 
these functions can be viewed on 
the web site 

These events are all 
open to Rascal mem-
bers and friends and 
always prove to be a 

worthwhile experience. 

Lodge Development 

The Club is considering the future of 
the Lodge and how it and the site 
should be further developed over the 
next decade or so, both to meet 
Council compliance requirements 
and to improve Lodge amenity.   

A Building Code of 
Australia assess-
ment is being under-
taken with a view to 
identifying develop-

ment required to meet current or 
anticipated regulations.  The compli-
ance assessment is being under-
taken by James Alexander & Associ-
ates Pty Ltd of Jindabyne. 

There is also a recognized need to 
improve Lodge amenity to cater for 
changing member expectations.  
This is especially the case if we are 
to retain our ageing 
membership and to 
attract new younger 
members. 

Both the above will 
be used to develop a 
plan for the future development of 
the Lodge and the site. 

Membership drive 

The Committee is con-
scious of the constant 
need to maintain its 
membership numbers 
and will undertake a 
membership drive in 

2010.  Lee-Ann Swift has kindly of-
fered to prepare a brochure focusing 
on the all year round attractiveness 
of the Lodge.  The brochure will be 



  

Rascal Inc ~ Newsletter June 2010 

4 

 

used as a tool in ap-
proaches to targeted clubs 
and groups such as bush-
walking clubs and Rover 

scouts.  I would like to thank Lee-
Ann for her kind offer. 

Rascal 40th Birthday  

Plans for the 40th Birthday 
Party are well underway 
and you will hear more 
about what is being 

PLEASE NOTE: Special General Meeting (SGM) 
Following the AGM on 28 April Rascal is required to lodge a number of documents with 
the ACT Government in accordance with the ACT Associations Incorporation Act 1991. 

In undertaking this task the Club was advised that the period for which the financial audit 
was undertaken (calendar year) was not the same as the ‘Club Year’ as defined in our 
Constitution (1 March to end February).   The Government therefore refused to accept the 
financial audit documents and require us to lodge new financial statement for the period of 
the Club Year. 

By way of history the Club has, as far back as I can remember, prepared its Audited Fi-
nancial Report for the calendar year and this has been accepted without question by the 
ACT Government. 

We are now required to convene a Special General Meeting at which the financial 
statement for the Club Year will be presented to members. 

I am therefore giving notice that at its 21 June meeting the Rascal Committee passed the 
motion: 

“That a Special General Meeting be convened on 19 July 2010 at 7:30 pm at Ainslie 
Football Club to present to members an audited report for the period 1 March 2009 to the 
end of February 2010 (the Club Year).” 

Meeting address: Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield Ave, Ainslie ACT 2602. 

Meeting date and time: Monday 19 July 2010 at 7.30 PM 

The only item of business is to present the audited financial statements to the members. 

Following the meeting members will be invited to partake complimentary coffee and cake. 

Please RSVP to president@rascal.asn.au if you can attend the Special General Meeting. 

planned shortly.  If you would like to 
help out then please contact Lynne 
Bentley (Bentley.Lynne1@gmail.com) 
or the Office Manager 
(OfficeManager@rascal.asn.au). 

Welcome to our new 
members: Mishael J 
and Michael Cornell. 

Alan Laird 

President 
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YOU’ARE INVITED TO A PARTY! 
RASCAL'S having an important birthday 
this year and we're    going to celebrate!   

Did you know that RASCAL was founded 40 
years ago by staff at the old Canberra Hospi-
tal?  The hospital used to occupy the penin-
sular where the National Museum stands to-

day.  And did you know that RASCAL stands for “Residents' and 
Sisters' Club for Activities in Leisure-time”?   

We think our club's 40th birthday is worth celebrating, don't 
you? So we're planning a party at the lodge on Saturday 23 Oc-
tober.  So come and join us! Find out more about your club, 
meet your fellow members, and enjoy an afternoon of feasting 
and fun from 12 noon to 4pm. 

Come and enjoy good food, wine and live music, and try your 
luck with  lucky door prizes and raffles. There'll be guest speak-
ers with interesting and amusing stories to tell, and a display of 
the club's history, year by year.  

Make a booking to stay overnight on Friday and/or Saturday 
night – we've made arrangements with neighboring clubs to help 
with accommodation if there's an overflow. 

We're asking for $20 a head to cover food and entertainment.  
Bring your own drinks.   Accommodation will be charged at the 
normal Rascal rate, irrespective of which lodge you are allocated. 

To make a booking, log into www.rascal.asn.au 

We hope you can come! 

Earn accommodation vouchers by participating in a 
Rascal working bee: Early renewal vouchers and vouchers from 
attending working bees can now be used for any casual booking, includ-
ing High Season bookings.  NB. vouchers can now be used for any cas-
ual (non-block) booking. Vouchers cannot be used for block bookings. 
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On the evening of Friday 9th April, 22 women gathered at the Rascal 
Lodge for a weekend of fresh air, exercise, eating, laughing and bonding.  
This was the highest turn-out ever for Rascal's traditional Hike de Femme 
and because of the numbers we decided to form three separate walking 
groups for the Saturday hike. 

We'll let each group tell their story: 

“The most ambitious of the groups – 
the “High Achievers”, comprising 
Marg Sharp, Vivienne Audus, Col-
leen Fox, Megan Roberts, Lynne 
Bentley, Deb Heath, Jacqui O'Leary, 
Lynne Harwood and Pam Conding, quickly made arrangements for an 
early start to conquer The Grand Circuit starting and finishing at Char-
lotte Pass. We left the lodge at 7.30am and called into Nugget's Bakery for 
the traditional take-way rolls for lunch.  Our leader Marg Sharp set a fine 
example in how to prepare for a hike in the mountains; wearing leder-
hosen, and special support stockings and carrying a backpack containing 
life raft, flares, tent, inflatable double mattress, plaster kit, emergency 
oxygen, portable defibrillator, and food for a week, she was prepared for 
anything. At the carpark at Charlotte Pass Marg displayed fine leadership 
skills by surveying the rapidly deteriorating weather, and, using her finely 
attuned instincts for the environment, said “Bugger this” and we all went 
back down the mountain again and into the sunshine. Not wanting to be 
seen to be the team which lowered the bar, we immediately set off on the 
Pallaibo Track from Thredbo River up to Saw Pit Creek.  Because of our 
superior fitness levels this walk alone was not enough to test us and we 
continued on to the Waterfall Track loop, then back down the Pallaibo 

Track to the Thredbo River,  a 
total distance of 17.6kms. 
Sustenance in the form of cof-
fee and oxygen was gratefully 
received at the Bakery at 
Nugget’s Crossing. 

Serene and calm, the elite 
‘Commune With Nature’ 
group sullied forth from Ras-

cal Lodge at the respectable hour of 9 am. Our group, comprising Judy 
Roberts, Judy Hopping, Barbara Dawson, Julie Pettit, Carol Pearson and 
Kerri West, stopped off to greet the (not so) High Achievers, who had gath-

Report on the 2010 Hike de FemmeReport on the 2010 Hike de Femme  
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ered at the Thredbo River carpark after chickening out at Charlotte Pass. 
Unaccountably, Kerri decided to ‘jump ship’ and join the super-
Amazonians! Traitor! The rest of us enthusiastically embraced the trail of 
the Waterfall Walk. Stepping over plops of wombat poo and passing the 
odd dead fox (apologies to Colleen), we sauntered through the bush, noting 
the fire damage and burgeoning regrowth 
around us. As we returned to the carpack, 
lo and behold, here came the High Achiev-
ers again, springing lightly from the Pal-
laibo Track.   After lunch, and a scintillat-
ing conversation on the origin of Aussie 
sayings, our group then took on the Rain-
bow walk. 

The “Real Rascals” comprising Janet Manley, Alli Bell, Penny Dosevoc, 
Rosemary Lever and Sandra Reddy decided to choose  the “middle way” 
and do the Pallaibo Track 11.2km return. This exceptionally pretty walk 
passes through forests and along Sawpit Creek down to the Thredbo River 
picnic area where we made friends with some fellow travellers for some ex-
tra water (although tea would have been better). We had come prepared for 
all weather with multiple layers which we over time peeled off to almost our 
underwear.  What a sight!  A rock wallaby took one look and took off into 
the bush.  All in all we had a great walk and enjoyed the coffee at Nuggets 
and a hot shower back at the lodge.” 

That night at the lodge all we all dined around a table ex-
tended to sit all 22 of us.  Everyone had made a culinary 
contribution and a sumptuous feast ensued, followed by 
choral “entertainment” from each group.  The Royal Order 
of the Boot for 2010 was awarded to Marg Sharp for the 
fine example she had set that day in sartorial elegance, 
hiking preparedness, and astute decision-making.. 

Next morning after a yoga session on the deck led by Vivienne Audus 
(which had us tied in knots while breathing through our elbows),  a hardy 
handful set off for another walk, this time along the river bank to Bullock's 
Hut, but they were defeated again by the weather.  Meanwhile the rest of 
us had skipped that bit and had set off on the Nugget's Crossing Track, 
which leaves direct from the Lodge, is only 1.5 kms long, and is weather-
proof but still offers good sightings of the local inhabitants, and you can 
pick up and take home all the pretty things you see along the way, (for a 
price of course). 

Bring on the next Hike de Femme! 

Article provided by 2010 Hike de Femme participants 
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 Sunday 16th May 

It was a small turn out at the Treas-
urer’s place. Despite this all there 
had pleasant company, good food 
and entertaining presentations. 

Alan spoke of the Walking Tours 
he and Marg had enjoyed in New 
Zealand. The pictures shown were 
of vivid and lush vegetation with 
breath-taking panoramas. 

After his talk it was decided that he 
was in the employ of New Zealand 
Tourism. 

Lynne also spoke of touring in New 
Zealand – on bicycles. She had us 
laughing with her heart-felt tales of 
bumpy and narrow tracks. Again, 
more pictures of the varying faces 
of New Zealand really added to her 
presentation. 

After enjoying these talks we were 
convinced that New Zealand was a 
must for a few visits. 

Lynne and Alan had brochures, 
maps and books for us to look at - 
to aid in our planning for our New 
Zealand exploring. 

Thanks for Lynne and Alan for their 
entertaining and informative talks 
and to Linda and Alan for allowing 
the use of  their home. 

Pre Season FunctionPre Season Function  
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Community BoardCommunity Board  

Room heater 
vents 

Did you know that 
there is an adjustable 
heater vent above each 
bed room door?   

You can adjust the 
room heating in winter using the vent 

rather than opening a 
window to cool the bed 
room at night.   

Opening the window in 
winter to cool the room 
wastes heat and this 
adds to Rascal heating 
costs.  

Did 
you 

know? 

Stay in touch - Update your contact details on 
the web 

Go to www.rascal.asn.au and select 'Log on' to take you to the 
Members Main Menu. 

Look in the 'My details' column and click 'Change my contact 
details'.   

Vouchers can now be used for 
any casual (non-block) booking 
Early renewal vouchers 
and vouchers from at-
tending working bees 
can now be used for any 
casual booking, includ-
ing High Season bookings.  

NB. Vouchers cannot be used for block 
bookings. 

Wait-list bookings 
Bookings are automatically wait listed if 
rooms cannot be found.  Later, if rooms 
are found, say because someone cancels, 
then the web server will set these rooms 
aside for you and send you an email noti-
fication.  Wait-listed bookings expire 
three days before the booking's first night. 

Wait-listed bookings expire three days 
before the booking's first night. 

Rascal 
Office 
has a new 
phone number! 

PLEASE MAKE NOTE: 

Phone: 02 6296 1002 
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Looking for new 
Rascal members 

Over the past several years rascal’s membership has been 
steadily declining. Since 2000 total membership has dropped 
from 492 to the current 468 (341 adult and 127 junior mem-
bers). Summer membership is a small fraction of this total (13 
adults and 2 children).  

We would now like to invite new members to boost the num-
bers in the RASCAL’S lodge family, so if you know of friends or 
family who want to join, now is the time. New members can 
choose whether to become summer members, and be able to 
make bookings at the lodge from September until June, or to 
become full members and book at any time of the year. The 
Rascal’s website has information about the lodge and our club, 
photo images of the lodge and recent club activities as well as 
current joining fees and application forms.  

We are developing a pamphlet to promote membership of 
RASCAL. If you have pictures of the lodge or surrounds that 
could be used in the pamphlet please email them to lis-
wift@ozemail.com.au. Help keep Rascal’s membership at a 
healthy level and ensure our club has a strong future. 
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Rascal Inc Wine  
Rascal Inc labeled bottles of 

red and white wine can now be 
purchased for  any occasion.  

• Minimum order of  6 bottles and total order of bottles must be in multiples 
of 6 ie. 6, 12, 18  

• Mixed orders must be half white and half red wine 
• All costs shown include GST 
• Mail or fax orders to PLONK - Order forms can be found on the Rascal 

Website: www.rascal.asn.au 

Classic Dry White 
Franklin River W.A. 

Dry Red           
Big River N.S.W 

OR  
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