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Left to right: John Kennard (Public Officer), Meg Krizan (Assistant Secretary), Marg Sharp (Purchasing Officer), Monty Fox 
(Committee Member), Ian McNeill (Vice-President), Alan Laird (Treasurer), Angela Wydeveld (Committee member) and Rich-
ard Emerton (President).  Not pictured are: Doug Capp (Lodge Manager) and Suzie Black (Committee Member).  The position 
of Secretary was not filled at the AGM. 



 

T he attendance at the 
recent AGM was most 

d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
compared with last year when we 
had a very good turn-out.  We just 
managed to scrape the bare 
minimum of 15 for a quorum 
(including 8 outgoing Committee 
members) – what happened?  
 
Where were you all? 
 
Does it mean that the other 400-plus 
members who didn’t come are more 
than happy with the way RASCAL 
is being run?  Or is it just apathy? 
 
Also as a result of the poor 
attendance we were unable to fill all 
of the Committee positions – we are 
still looking for a Secretary – any 
volunteers please step forward. 
 
You will see elsewhere in this 
Newsletter details of the new 
Committee – I am pleased to have 
been re-elected as President for 
1999.  The building proposals for 
the Lodge are taking shape and the 
Committee is looking forward to 
making significant progress with 
them this year. 
 
If you haven’t been up to the Lodge 

lately – make a booking and get up 
there – all of the changes, 
particularly the kitchen, look great, 
and make the Lodge an attractive 
place to stay. 
 
Also, don’t just make a note in your 
diaries/calendars (paper and 
electronic) of the two forthcoming 
activities – be there, bring a friend 
and use the opportunities to 
promote RASCAL.  Thursday April 
29th is the date for the evening at 
CSE and Sunday 6th June is the date 
for the pre-season barbecue.   
 
And finally, Meg Krizan would 
love to get lots of responses to the 
two articles also appearing in the 
Newsletter about promotional 
clothing and ideas for promoting the 
Club to new members. Let’s see 
some support for RASCAL – give 
her a call. 
 
Enjoy the year and make the best 
use of your RASCAL membership. 
 

Richard Emerton 
President 

 
— —— — 

ALL TELEPHONE 
INQUIRIES AND 

ACCOMMODATION 
BOOKINGS 

 

Mike Vale 6242-4011 
 
Leave messages on the answerphone  
when number unattended - please 
include BH and AH contact numbers 
 

MAIL ADDRESS 
 

PO Box  99, Curtin, ACT, 2605 
 

KEY PICKUP ADDRESS 
 

 8 Namoi Place, Kaleen, ACT 2617 
 

INTERNET ADDRESS 
 

http://www.ozemail.com.au/~mvale 
e-mail to mvale@ozemail.com.au 

 
 

1999/2000 COMMITTEE 
 

(ONLY ring between 7pm and 8pm weeknights, please) 
 

President 
Richard Emerton 6286-5134 
 

Vice-President 
Ian McNeill  6288-4304 
 

Secretary 
Position vacant 
 

Assistant Secretary 
Meg Krizan  6292-4250 
 

Treasurer 
Alan Laird  6288-4708 
 

Public Officer  
John Kennard  6281-3435 
 

Lodge Manager 
Doug Capp  6236-3327 
 

Committee Members 
Suzie Black  6281 5118 
Monty Fox  6287 3678  
Angela Wydeveld 6288 8949 

 
RASCAL LODGE 

 

7 Banjo Paterson Crescent 
Jindabyne NSW 2627 
Ph: (02) 6456-2169 

 
1999 Winter Lodge Caretakers:  
Alison Bombardier 
Andy Speight 

President’s Report 
 Richard Emerton 



RASCAL Pre-Season Functions 

# 1 – For those interested in new, top-
quality outdoor gear at heavily dis-

counted prices. 
 
The RASCAL Committee – or more precisely, Monty Fox – has organ-
ised a fantastic deal with local camping and sport equipment suppliers 
– CSE Camping of Phillip.  
 
From 6.30pm to 9.00pm on Thursday, 29 April, RASCAL Members 
and friends will be eligible for discounts of up to 20% on most in-
stock items, including ski gear (please note that some larger items may 
not be so heavily discounted).  Come and see the latest snow, camping 
and outdoor gear in comfortable surroundings and save heaps on pur-
chases. 

 
Admission is free, and friends of members are most welcome to come. 

 
There is no dollar benefit to RASCAL  - all savings are passed directly to you, the members. 

 
And just to cap off the night, the Committee will provide drinks and nibbles, and Rod Roberts will give a short talk 
on Snow Camping at around 7.00 pm.   To allow adequate catering, we would ask that you let Monty  know if you 
are interested in coming, on 6288-3153 after 8pm or by Email: montyfox@pcug.org.au. 
 

VENUE : CSE Camping – Townshend Street Phillip, ACT 
 

 
 
# 2 – For those looking for an excuse for 

a sausage sizzle and drinks with 
friends. 

 
The traditional RASCAL pre-season BBQ will be held: 
 
ON:  Sunday 6 June, from 12 noon. 
AT: The home of Lynne and Noel Bentley in Braddon. 
 
Juice, snags, onions, bread etc provided by the Club – BYOG and fil-
lets mignon if you prefer more substantial fare. 
 
Come and swap improbably stories of past skiing achievements, talk to 
the Committee about the building program or just catch up with friends.  
 

VENUE : 75 Limestone Avenue, Braddon, ACT 
(note – there is plenty of off-street parking in Haig Park  

which is just round the corner in Girrahween Street) 



April 
 
Easter Activities 2nd to 18th April 
1999 - Guided walks, art workshops, 
horse riding, whitewater rafting, abseil-
ing and much much more. 
 
Thredbo Legends of Jazz 29th April 
to 2nd May 1999 – The coolest jazz in 
Australia's coolest village. Swing along 
with the best of Australian and Interna-
tional jazz grates. 
 
May 
 
1999 Snow Ball  29 May   
Lake Jindabyne Hotel, Black Tie Din-
ner 7.30 PM.  Tickets $25 per person 
 
Further information 
 
Thredbo - 1 800 020 589 
Snowy Region Visitor Centre (02) 6450 
5600 . 
 
A large amount of information is also 
available on the Web at http://
www.thredbo.com.au 

 
Alan Laird 

☯ Benign  What you be after you be eight. 
☯ Artery  The study of paintings. 
☯ Bacteria  Back door to cafeteria. 
☯ Barium  What doctors do when patients die. 
☯ Cesarean Section A neighborhood in Rome. 
☯ Catscan  Searching for Kitty. 
☯ Cauterize  Made eye contact with her. 
☯ Colic  A sheep dog. 
☯ Coma  A punctuation mark. 
☯ D&C  Where Washington is. 
☯ Dilate  To live long. 
☯ Enema  Not a friend. 
☯ Fester  Quicker than someone else. 
☯ Fibula  A small lie. 
☯ Genital  Non-Jewish person. 
☯ Hangnail  What you hang your coat on. 
☯ Impotent  Distinguished, well known. 
☯ Labour Pain Getting hurt at work. 
☯ Medical Staff A Doctor's cane. 
☯ Morbid  A higher offer than I bid. 
☯ Nitrates  Cheaper than day rates. 
☯ Node  I knew it. 
☯ Oncologist A Doctor who is always on call. 
☯ Outpatient A person who has fainted. 
☯ Pap Smear A fatherhood test. 
☯ Pelvis  Second cousin to Elvis. 
☯ Post Operative Australia Post Courier. 
☯ Recovery Room Place to do upholstery. 
☯ Rectum  Damn near killed him. 
☯ Secretion  Hiding something 
☯ Seizure  Roman emperor. 
☯ Tablet  A small table. 
☯ Terminal Illness Getting sick at the airport. 
☯ Tumor  More than one. 
☯ Urine  Opposite of you're out 
☯ Varicose  Near by/close by 
 

Improbable Anagrams 

A s just about everyone will know, 
an anagrams is a word or phrase 

made by transposing or rearranging all 
the letters of another word or phrase.  
Here are some doozies:  
 
Dormitory = Dirty Room 
Evangelist = Evil's Agent 
Desperation = A Rope Ends It 
The Morse Code = Here Come Dots 
Slot Machines = Cash Lost in 'em 
Animosity = Is No Amity 
Mother-in-law = Woman Hitler 
Snooze Alarms = Alas! No More Z's 

Alec Guinness = Genuine Class 
Semolina = Is No Meal 
A Decimal Point = I'm a Dot in Place 
The Earthquakes = That Queer Shake 
Eleven plus two = Twelve plus one 
Contradiction = Accord not in it 

 
"To be or not to be: that is the ques-
tion, whether tis nobler in the mind to 
suffer the slings and arrows of outra-
geous fortune."  
 is an anagram of: 
"In one of the Bard's best-thought-of 
tragedies, our insistent hero, Hamlet, 
queries on two fronts about how life 

turns rotten." 
 
"That's one small step for a man, one 
giant leap for mankind."  
is an anagram of: 
"A thin man ran; makes a large 
stride, left planet, pins flag on moon! 
On to Mars!" 
 
And finally:  
 
“President Clinton of the USA” 
is an anagram of: 
“To copulate he finds interns” 

— —— — 

Snowy 
Mountain 

Events: April – 
May 1999 

Some Medical Terms Explained 
(in keeping with the professional background of the Club) 



slammed a sledge hammer up under the 
bench top.   
 
Well, you should have seen the effect!  
A seismic wave of magnitude 10 on the 
Richter scale spread out over the 
benchtop, shattering tiles and lifting 
fragments and tools high into the air.  
The wave passed and re-passed, 
rebounding back and forth from the 
ends of the structure.  The whole 
building shook.   
 
It is amazing how a little vandalising 
brings forth a sense of calm which 
ripples across our bodies as we watch 
the debris emerge from the settling dust 
cloud.  The D9 felt inwardly satisfied, 
but was careful to not show it.  He 
made no mention of his lust for sledge 
hammering lest someone think he 
actually enjoyed destroying things and 
thereby falsified his calm outer 
demeanor. 
 
The dust settled - a picture of the bench 
and cupboards emerged.  What 
remained were a few fragmented tiles, 
disorganized tools and a virtually 
untouched bench and cupboard!  They 
looked unscathed.  They had 
completely resisted this vicious 
onslaught. "Ha Ha!" they seemed to 
mock. 
 
Well! the first hit was just a foreshock. 
"Boom!" went the sledge-hammer  The 
building shook violently again. 
 
Again the cupboards returned from 
orbit and settled, seeming to firmly re-
fix themselves to the floor and wall. 
 
The D9 approach had reached its limits 
and the surgically minded surged into 
the resultant power vacuum.  A 
perspicacious member noted that the 
earthquake trauma had loosened the 
floor fixture enough for a crowbar to 
take hold.  Up we wedged the bench, up 
a bit more.  Now two crowbars could fit 
under it.  The timber creaked and 
groaned assecuring nails pulled out 
from the floorboards. 
 
The more we lifted, the more the bench 
strained against the wall mountings.  

(Continued on page 13) 

Note: this article was inadvertently left 
out of the last newsletter due to a 
technical glitch – sorry Alan. 
 

— —— — 

T he working bee to remove the 
old kitchen and clean up the 

lodge grounds was particularly 
satisfying.  It was very physical.  
There was plenty of civilised violence, 
wanton destruction, ripping and 
kicking down walls, chain sawing  and 
other frustration-venting activities that 
even the most maddening beast in us 
all would be calmed.   
 
And it was energetic.  The old kitchen 
benches were very heavy, requiring 
four or five strapping Rascal hulks just 
to shift them to the patio.  They were 
then gently and carefully lowered 
down two floors.   
 
The pantry walls were framed by 
thirty year old and very dry 4x2 
hardwood.  Nails don't come out of 
that easily but the timber does respond 
to repeated blows of surgical precision 
with a sledge hammer. 
 
We stripped the front yard of dead 
trees, carrying heavy saw logs to the 
nature strip for passer-byes to collect.   
 
The Neanderthal inside all of us, eager 
for some testosterone fed aggression, 
felt Christmas had come early.  Ah, I 
falter, estrogen was in there too.  
Women were some of the most eager 
to get in there and smash the living 
daylights out of some innocent piece 

of timber, presumably imagining it 
was their worst enemy. 
 
Let me relay the story about removing 
the bench near the car-park window.  
The bench houses the stove, or at least 
did, as there were now large cut-outs 
where once there were metallic 
hotplates.   
 
You might recall that the wall on the 
carpark side of the building is sloping.  
It is part of the roofline which angles 
down to reach the kitchen at floor 
level.  There is a closed and dark 
triangular space between the cupboard 
back and the sloping roofline.   What 
might i t  hold? A dead rat?  
Cockroaches perhaps?  Perhaps a 
newspaper fragment from September 
1970, when the Lodge was opened?  
Maybe a skeleton? Just what does lie 
hidden in the dark thirty year old 
confined space behind the kitchen 
cupboards?  
 
The side panel on the mystery space 
was carefully leveraged open.  We 
peered inside but whatever was there 
had escaped.  The vacuous space was 
all black and dark, as if the cavity's 
secrets knew we were on the prowl 
and had silently slipped away to avoid 
our intruding eyes.  
 
Disappointed with the lack of a 
skeleton or other beastly sight, our 
thoughts returned to the main task, 
excising the bench from the wall and 
floor.  The bench was firmly fixed in 
place, very firmly fixed.  We crowbar-
ed it off the wall, only to see it spring 
back, held fast at its base.  Crowbaring 
the base also proved unsuccessful.  
The structure steadfastly resisted our 
crude extraction attempts; the wood 
itself crushing under the leveraging 
force of the bar.  When things get 
tough - so the adage goes - the tough 
get thingy.   
 
It is in such seemingly impossible 
situations as this, and only when 
surrounded by peers, that a person's 
true character comes to the fore.  The 
D9 amongst us, so named after the 
unstoppable force of the behemoth D9 
bulldozers, said "Stand aside" as he 

Bench Removal Working Bee-st Style – Alan Laird 



T he RASCAL Promotions 
a n d  M e m b e r s h i p 

Subcommittee is currently exploring 
options to design, produce and sell 
one or more promotional items of 
clothing (t-shirt, polo shirt, ski jacket, 
bomber jacket, windcheater, cap etc).  
 
Qualifiers so far are that the design 
must include the RASCAL logo and 
the garment must be of reasonable 
quality and be reasonably affordable. 
 
Do I hear a chorus of members’ 
voices in unison asking … “How can 
we help you?”  
 
To do your bit is as easy as : 
 
1) phoning Meg Krizan on (02) 6292-
4250 between 9pm and 10pm (seven 

days a week), or sending your 
suggestions to Meg:   
2) via the Club‘s e-mail address 
3) via the Club’s post box 

We need a garment … 
 
1. What would you and yours wear? 

How many would you buy?   
  

2. Do you work in the rag trade?   
  

3. Do you know of anyone who 
works in the rag trade?   
  

4. Have you organised uniforms or 
club gear in a past life (please 
share your experiences)?   

We need a design … 
 
1. Are you a graphic designer?   

  
2. Are you a struggling artist?   

  
3. Do you know of someone with 

creative flair?   
  

4. Help … we need a designer!!  
  

We need production advice … 
 
1. What colour, fabric, style … 

unlimited combinations … but 
which is the right one?   
  

2. Do we choose printing or 
embroidery?   
  

3. Is this your area of expertise?   
  

4. Do you know of anyone that can 
do a great job and throw in some 
steak knives?   
 

A witty slogan might be nice … 
 

Save us from my partner’s attempts  
Become another RASCAL statistic 
… RASCAL Lodge Jindabyne 
W h o l e  o f  L i f e  C o s t i n g 
RASCAL = f(membership; usage; 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ;  e n j o y m e n t ) 
 
Your slogan? 

  
In short, we need inspiration, creativity 
and practical advice … and we need it 
asap.  
 
Please, please, please … pick up the 
phone and help us make this work for 
you and your lodge. 
 

Meg Krizan 
 

— —— — 

Designs Speak Louder Than Words 

Turn Turn Turn …  
There is a time for everything – including recruiting 

 
Perhaps you could: initiate contact for 
us; nominate the appropriate person to 
write to; make us aware of any club/
group newsletters we could advertise 
in etc. (Note, the RASCAL Committee 
is willing to consider running group/
club advertisements in RASCAL 
News.) 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Meg Krizan 
 

— —— — 

T he RASCAL Administration 
Manager’s statistics show 

that membership numbers have fallen 
in the last year or so and lodge book-
ings (particularly in the summer 
months) are low.  
 
Historically, every third or fourth year 
RASCAL membership begins to drop 
and so the RASCAL Committee is re-
minded it is time to renew our recruit-
ment endeavours.  In that vein, the 
RASCAL Committee intends to contact 
outdoor oriented groups with members 
that could make good use of our 

Jindabyne accommodation. Groups al-
ready suggested are: Pedal Power; Can-
berra Bushwalking Club; Canberra Ori-
enteering Club; Family Bushwalking; 
Bird Watching groups; and Fishing/
Angler groups.  
 
Are you a member of any of these 
groups? Can you think of any other 
groups with members (or individuals) 
interested in joining RASCAL to bene-
fit from our great accommodation and 
club atmosphere in Jindabyne? If so, 
please contact Monty Fox on (02) 
6288-3153 (h) or by email monty-
fox@pcug.org.au (h) with details. 



* As well as being Vice-President 
of RASCAL, Ian is also Treasurer 
o f  t h e  K o s c i u s z k o  H u t s 
Association. He spends many 
weekends walking in the Park. He 
thanks Helen Hanson and Antonia 
Lamb for their help with this 
article. 
 
** Harry Hill is a Tumut local who 
has spent a lifetime enjoying the 
district and surrounding mountains, 
he was one of a small group that 
made the Hume and Hovell track a 
reality and wrote the guide book 
about it. Harry has acted as a 
guide, interpreter, historian, 
storyteller and cook for many 
people who have been fortunate 
enough to share with him some 
walks in an area that he loves best. 
 

— —— — 

O n a very very wet December 
Thursday night in Tumut, 

eight of us turned up at Harry’s place 
to  meet, have a drink and learn about 
what we were going to do over the 
next three days. Harry thought that 
because of all the rain it was unlikely 
that we could get the vehicles into  
Paddys River Dam in the Bago State 
Forest to set up a base camp, so 
alternatives to the planned walk were 
considered with a final decision to be 
made the next morning. We did, 
however view the video’s of walking 
the Hume & Hovell track and see 

some of the areas that we did in fact 
miss.   
 
The next morning was overcast with a 
hint of drizzle so the decision was to 
head for the north end of Kosciusko 
National Park and make a base camp 
at Cooinbil homestead. The first walk 
to wet our appetite was on the Lick 
Hole Fire Trail about 55kms from 
Tumut on the Snowy Mountains 
Highway. The walk takes one over 
Cumberland Gap then follows the 
valley of Lick Hole Creek to the site 
of a farm and timber mill with 
numerous interesting artefacts and 
relics scattered over the site. This was 
our turn around point and morning tea 
stop. On the walk in and out, which 
takes about an hour each way Harry 
provided information on the wild 
flowers that were just coming into 
bloom as well as the history of Bush’s 
mill, the farmhouse and the people that 
lived there. 
 
The next stop was for a BBQ lunch at 
Yarrangobilly Village and a look at 
Cotterill’s cottage before heading up 
Long Plain Road to Cooinbil; with the 
clouds clearing as we went making the 
prospects for fine weather for the next 
few days a reality. At Cooinbil we 
found a horse riding party in 
residence, so the camp was made a 
little up hill from the hut under some 
gums.  
 
After getting set up a few of the group 
followed a bridle track to find the 
remains of the 13 strand fence, 13 
strands to keep the wild dogs from the 
stock. Back at camp found Harry busy 
over the fire preparing his renowned 
gourmet bush tucker, the menu for that 
night was: 'Nibbles' with smoked trout, 
Pumpkin Soup, then 'entree' of BBQ 
fresh trout, the 'main' of spaghetti 
bolognaise and 'desert' of Harry’s 
home grown boysenberries with 
custard and cream and of course all 
had with appropriate wines.  And so to 
bed. 
 
The morn was chilly with a frost but a 
perfect day lay ahead, after a huge 

mountain brekkie, we headed off in two 
vehicles, Harry’s FWD and Ian’s 
Falcon wagon, the latter thought it was 
a FWD when it came to creek 
crossings, all were quite high on 
account of the rains, but falter it didn’t. 
A stop and look around the Coolamine 
Homestead complex built in the 1880’s 
was a first for some and made more 
in teres t ing  by Harry’s  added 
commentary. From there a drive took us 
to Blue Waterholes where we walked 
up Cave Creek where a person was 
heard to say “was that the 50th creek 
crossing we just made”, and another 
member, Helen, I think it was, learnt to 
rock hop. The limestone outcrops were 
interesting and made more prominent 
by the clarity of the day. 
 
After a picnic lunch and a short drive, 
the cars were left and we took off on 
foot for the Devils Bridge, which is the 
confluence of two creeks that enter two 
different limestone orifices and as the 
“bard” told emerge some 3kms away. A 
pleasant and interesting spot, well 
worth the stroll. Then it was back to 
Cooinbil, relax and prepare oneself for 
another of Harry’s evening feasts. First 
it was pumpkin scones for afternoon 
tea, followed by nibbles and the 
mandatory smoked trout, Chive and 
cheese damper with zucchini and onion 
soup to follow, the 'main' being a meat 
casserole and veggies and a  'desert' of 
berry pie with cream, all washed down 
with ‘Chateau wines’ of course!  And 
so to sweet dreams. 
 
Another perfect morning in' Paradise', a 
big brekkie, pack up and away to a 
point on the Snowy Mountain Highway 
at the Lobbs Hole Powerline Road here 
a car shuffle was made as today we 
were going to walk to see a number of 
farm site ruins and visit the Jounama 
Homestead site, this again was an 
interesting walk added to by Harry’s 
extensive knowledge of the people and 
activities carried out at each site, the 
first was Quinn’s house, the second 
Agget’s, and the third with only the 
base of the fireplace and the introduced 
poplars to make the site obvious. At all 
the visited sites were many interesting 

(Continued on page 13) 

The Hume & Hovell Walk That Wasn‘t – Ian McNeill * 
(another superb walk with Harry Hill **) 



O ne of the problems of under-
taking renovations is that 

they always make the surrounding ar-
eas that haven’t been touched look 
rather poor by comparison.  So when 
our new kitchen was finished, the con-
dition of the carpet in the adjoining 
dining room immediately appeared far 
worse than it had previously.  As a re-
sult, the Committee agreed that the din-
ing room carpet should be replaced. 
 
Several alternative replacements were 
considered – more carpet, cork tiles, 
vinyl,  estapoled floor boards and ce-
ramic tiles. 
 
Taking into account that the existing 
carpet still had plenty of wear life left 
in it, but was stained beyond the point 
of cleaning, the Committee opted to 
limit consideration of a floor covering 
to one that was less prone to staining 
from the inevitable wine and coffee 
spills.  Vinyl was eliminated after a 
search failed to reveal any samples 

with suitable colour/patterns.  Cork 
and polished floorboards were elimi-
nated after considerable discussion 
because of their ongoing mainte-
nance requirements.   This left ce-
ramic tiles as the preferred option.   
 
Concerns about the unforgiving na-
ture of ceramic tiles and their noise 
transmission within the kitchen/
dining room – and to lower levels -  
were discussed at length. However, 
these concerns were allayed by the 
tiler who advised the Committee that 
he would use deep beds of rubber-
ised adhesive that would reduce 
noise transmission to lower floors.  
This, coupled with member feedback 
about how the ceramic tiles were 
performing in the kitchen, led the 
Committee to agree to tile the dining 
room with the same tiles as used in 
the kitchen.  These have now been 
installed (see picture above) and 
look great.  The tiles have been 
grouted with epoxy grout which has 
better stain resistance to cooking oil 

splatter and food spills than normal 
grout. 
 
Some additional work is also being 
undertaken in the kitchen – the 4 ce-
dar windows that overlook the car-
park will be replaced before winter 
because of some dry rot in two of the 
sashes.  They will be replaced by 4 
aluminium-framed types, all of which 
open far more than the ones they re-
place, thus improving summer venti-
lation.  The windows will include a 
false bottom sill to eliminate rain 
pooling at the bottom of the window 
frame – the main cause of the rot in 
the sashes. 
 
Two additional wall-mounted shelv-
ing units will also be installed before 
winter to hold glasses and mugs in 
more convenient locations than the 
original kitchen design provided. 

— —— — 

Kitchen Improvements – Stage #2 



Deck Design – Mk1 as published in the last newsletter.  Looks more like a deck with an attached Lodge rather than the 
other way round.  The Committee thought that the supporting substructure was too big and industrial. 

Evolution of  the deck design 

(he is a prospective new member so 
we need to be nice to him), just the 
reality involved in perching a major 
structure 10 metres in the air.    
 
So, the Committee asked Peter to look 
at ways of disguising or modifying the 
supporting sub-structure, while retain-
ing the deck configuration.  The result 
is shown over the page and  substitutes 
solid masonry walls for the open scaf-
folding.   
 
Unfortunately, the result - in terms of 
aesthetic appeal - was considered to be 
no better.  See the Mk2 design over 
the page. 
 
So, even recognising that it will proba-
bly mean higher costs, the Committee 
has abandoned a design that surrounds 
the existing patio and has reverted to 
the original concept.  Following an-
other extended briefing session, Peter 
came up with what looks to be a very 

(Continued on page 11) 

T he original deck concept way 
back when this project was just 

a twinkle in the Committee’s collective 
eye - was for a full length structure that 
ran alongside the entire length of the 
lounge/dining room wall that overlooks 
the Lake.  
 
It was hoped that the deck could be 
cantilevered off the building, ie) there 
would be no need for ground supports. 

However, when the decision to commit 
funds to build the deck was taken, the 
Committee decided to try and reduce 
costs by consolidating a design around 
the existing cement patio.  The main 
aim was to save some money for alloca-
tion to other construction projects like 
the bedroom redevelopment.  The Com-
mittee was also concerned that a full 
length deck would involve more noise 
transmission into the bedrooms, and ex-
cess shading of the bedrooms.  The 
Committee therefore asked our architect 
– Peter Overton of TT Architecture – to 
develop a concept based on extending 
the existing patio. 
 
Well, the result published in the last 
newsletter came as a bit of a shocker to 
the Committee - and to most members 
that fed back comments.  It more or less 
looked like a deck with an attached 
Lodge, rather than the other way round.  
In particular, the support structure 
looked massive and very industrial.   
This is not a criticism of the architect 



Deck Design – Mk2, - isometric view above and top view below.  The main difference from Mk1 is the replacement of 
the scaffolding supports with solid masonry walls, and different placement of the stairs.  Still  a deck with attached 
Lodge rather than the way it should be. 



loose any sun into the loungeroom.   
 
The supporting sub-structure is much 
lighter and looks quite elegant.   
 
An external set of fire stairs will lead 
down to the carpark and BBQ areas.   
 

(Continued on page 12) 

imaginative solution to the problem.  
His latest design is shown above  
 
The design runs the full length of the 
Lodge and integrates well with the ex-
isting building.  It will have entrances 
out of the top floor at both ends - 

(Evolution of Deck Design – continued from 
page 9) 

through a new door at the kitchen end, 
and through the existing sliding door at 
the lounge room end.   
 
The existing cement patio and adjoining 
deck area will be covered by shade-
cloth, held in a sculpted design by ten-
sioned steel cables.  The shadecloth will 
be removable in winter so we don’t 

Deck Design – Mk3, - isometric view above and top view below.  A totally different design which reverts to the original con-
cept, but which is likely to cost more. 



 
Our thirtieth birth-
day – August 2000.  
What will we do to 

celebrate? 
 
RASCAL Lodge was 
opened in August 1970 – 
our more numerate mem-
bers will immediately 
work out that that means 
we are about to celebrate 
our thirtieth birthday.   
 
Hip Hip Hooray to us!!! 
 
The Committee is inter-
ested in member sugges-
tions as to how we should 
commemorate this his-
toric occasion. 
 
As well as special celebra-
tory activities, we should 
think of tangible ways of 
showing our appreciation 
to the founders of the 
Club, several of whom are 
still members to this day. 
 
How about an honour 
board in the foyer? 
 
And/Or life memberships 
for 20 year + members? 
 
And/Or reduced (or in-
creased?) rates for 2000? 
 
Or … ???  Your views are 
most welcome. We only 
have a few months so 
send your suggestions 
now. 

— —— — 
 
 

A proposal to add another flight of 
stairs at the kitchen end to run down to 
the carpark had to be abandoned due 
to the prohibitive cost of smoke and 
fire isolating the fuseboard - some-
thing we would have to have done to 
achieve compliance with fire regula-
tions.   
 
The Committee is aiming for construc-
tion to begin at the end of the 1999 ski 
season - possibly as early as October.  
BUT, there is a lot of work to be done 
including  - geotechnical and site sur-
veys, finalisation of the design and 
tender documentation, obtaining de-
velopment and  building approvals 
from Council, selecting a builder to 
erect the structure and identifying a 
manufacturer who has the capacity to 
construct and galvanise the stairs off 
site and ship them to us - all within the 
next 6 months.   
 
Nevertheless, our Office Manager, 
who will be managing the tender let-
ting and assessment process, the build-
ing Sub-Committee in particular and 
the wider Committee in general will 
be working flat out to achieve this ob-
jective. 
 
The other major issues that will have 
to be dealt with as part of the Council 
approvals process is the need to update 
the Lodge to current Fire Safety stan-
dards.  Preliminary discussions with 
Council  building inspectors  suggests 
that the Council is sympathetic to our 
proposals to spread the upgrades over 
a number of years, as funds allow.   
 
The Committee has engaged a Fire 
Safety consultant to develop an up-
grade plan which will be submitted 
with the application for Building ap-
proval for the Deck. We will also be 
discussing other areas where standards 
have changed over 30 years, with a 
view to upgrading as part of future im-
provements. 

— —— — 
— —— —   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

(Evolution of Deck Design - continued from 
page 11) 

T he other exciting piece of 
construction-related news is 

that the Committee has approved the 
expenditure of funds to install a roof-
mounted evaporative air conditioning 
unit to provide cooling in Summer.   
 
This should be installed at the end of 
the 1999 ski season.   
 
The air conditioner will sit on the roof 
immediately above the existing heater 
duct in the lounge room and will spill 
most of the cool air into the lounge 
room and down the internal staircase.   
 
The intention is to also direct the cool-
ing air into the existing heater ducts so 
that cool air is reticulated to all bed-
rooms, making for much more com-
fortable living during hot spells. 
 

— —— — 
 
 

Relief  from 
Summer heat is 

on its way 



"Creak" and "groan", "creak" and 
"groan" it went as the cupboards 
twisted under the crowbars' leverage. 
 
Another crowbar shifted it from the 
wall and the bench eventually gave 
way.  Once started, the rest seemed 
easy. 
 
We now had a free standing bench.  It 
was a mess.  D9 shattered tiles, 
crushed timbers, stressed joints and a 
twisted appearance made it unsuitable 
for further use.  Unlike the other 
benches we removed, this one was not 
salvageable.  "It's not such a shame", 
said the D9ers with a smile as they 
polished their sledgehammer heads. 
 
The screwdriver and claw-hammer 
brigade just didn't get a look-in.  Using 
those instruments is far too subtle an 
approach.  The bench was accordingly 
demolished in seconds and the bits 
defenestrated to the trailer below. 
 
The secrets of the thirty year confined 
space between the cupboards and the 
wall remain to this day.  They were 
seen silently slipping back to their old 
spot as the new kitchen module was 
secured to the wall.  The secrets now 
lie behind the sink and will be secure 
from prying eyes for many more years 
to come. 
 

— —— — 

(Bench Removal Working Bee - continued from 
page 5) artefacts, relics, introduced trees, 

fireplaces and chimney’s and of course 
the collapsed “dunny”. 
 
Billy tea, a picnic lunch and onto the 
gem of the ruins for the day, Jounama 
Homestead  wi th  i t s  Eng l i sh 
landscaped garden, an orchard, lawns 
well mown by kangaroos and fine 
brick remains of standing walls and 
chimney’s which gave an indication of 
the size of the house and the 
prestigious standing the property once 
had in the local community. On the 
way back to the Highway we visited 
the site of an earlier Jounama 
Homestead, complete with sheep dip 
and introduced trees, then a final stop 
at the site of a bush school and close 
by (with a little visualisation) a bush 
racecourse.  
 
It was then back into the cars and 
heading for Tumut and home. The 
group in our car  started serious 
discussion of re-provisioning in 
Tumut, not going back to work, and 
for the next few days doing the Hume 
and Hovell walk that we didn’t do. But 
after tea and coffee at Harry’s and 
farewells all round it was piking out 
on earlier aspirations and back to 
reality for all of us. Us being, Harry of 
course, Allison, Dennis, Deidre, 
Abigail, Mark, Antonia, Helen and 
Ian. 
 
By the way if you want to know more 
about some of these walks and others 
Harry has  published two new books: 
 
The Best Walks in Kosciusko National 
Park (the north of course)  
and 
The One That Got Away (about 
Trout !!). 

 
 — —— — 

(Hume & Hovell Walk – Continued from page 7) 

For those who look 
forward to this yearly 
event, the organisers 

regret to advise a 
postponement of this 
year’s Hike de Femme 

to a date to be ad-
vised in Spring.  

 
 ie) There will be no 
walk this Autumn as 
previously thought. 

 
If you have any que-
ries, please contact 

Colleen Fox  
on 6288 3153. 

 
Colleen is particularly 
interested in hearing 
from RASCAL Femmes 
who are interested in 
participating in future 

walks, or other 
Femmes-only  

activities. 
— —— — 

Autumn 1999 
Hike de Femme 

Postponed 



PLATO: 
For the greater good. 
 
ARISTOTLE: 
It is the nature of chickens to cross roads. 
 
KARL MARX: 
 It was an historical inevitability. 
 
TIMOTHY LEARY: 
Because that's the only trip the establishment would let it 
take. 
 
ANDERSEN CONSULTING: 
The Chicken had failed to recognise the rapidy changing 
and deregulating business environment as a threat to its  tra-
ditional market position.  But it did recognise that its  cus-
tomers were becoming increasingly strident in their de-
mands to be informed of the Chicken’s intentions with re-
spect to its geographic allocation of resources.  The chicken 
was clearly faced with significant challenges to create and 
develop the competencies and directions required to adapt 
to the new environment and address market expectations. 
Andersen Consulting established a synergystic partnering 
relationship with the chicken to facilitate the process of re-
defining the chicken’s mission statement and physical re-
positioning strategy.  Using the Poultry Mobility Model 
(PMM), Andersen helped the chicken identify its competi-
tive advantages, crystalied and defined its opportunities and 
developed an efficient and integrated project implementa-
tion and management plan. The AC Partnering Team com-
missioned a broad cross-spectrum focus group of the 
Chicken’s peers and stakeholders to identify best chicken 
practice. Anderson consultants with deep skills in the trans-
portation industry leverage their personal knowledge and 
avian experience to synthesise a set of corporate goals for 
the Chicken that would form the focus of a top-down enter-
prise architecture and value framework for rational and in-
formed decision making.  Ultimately, this lead to the crea-
tion of a total business solution that motivated the Chicken 
to adopt the action that it did.  In short, Andersen Consult-
ing helped the chicken change to become more successful. 
 
FOX MULDER: 
You saw it cross the road with your own eyes. How many 
more chickens have to cross the road before you believe it? 
 
DARWIN: 
Chickens, over great periods of time, have been naturally 
selected in such a way that they are now genetically dis-
posed to cross roads. 
 
EINSTEIN: 
Whether the chicken crossed the road or the road moved 
beneath the chicken depends upon your frame of reference. 

 
MACHIAVELLI: 
The point is that the chicken crossed the road. Who cares 
why? The end of crossing the road justifies whatever mo-
tive there was. 
 
FREUD: 
The fact that you are at all concerned that the chicken 
crossed the road reveals your underlying sexual insecurity. 
 
 BUDDHA: 
Asking this question denies your own chicken nature. 
 
RALPH WALDO EMERSON: 
The chicken did not cross the road ... it transcended it. 
 
ERNEST HEMINGWAY: 
To die. In the rain. 
 
JO BJELKE-PETERSEN: 
I don't recall. 
 
RICHARD M. NIXON: 
The chicken did not cross the road. I repeat, the chicken did 
not cross the road. 
 
DR. SEUSS:     Did the chicken cross the road? 
  Did he cross it with a toad? 
  Yes! The chicken crossed the road, 
  but why it crossed it, I've not been told! 
 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: 
I envision a world where all chickens will be free to cross 
roads without having their motives called into question. 
 
JERRY SEINFELD: 
Why does anyone cross a road? I mean, why doesn't anyone 
ever think to ask, "What the heck was this chicken doing 
walking around all over the place anyway?" 
 
GRANDPA: 
In my day, we didn't ask why the chicken crossed the road. 
Someone told us that the chicken had crossed the road, and 
that was good enough for us. 
 
COLONEL SANDERS: 
I missed one? 
 

— —— — 

Why did the chicken cross the road?  It's not as simple 
as you think – (courtesy of  Graham Nicholson) 



☺ Whose cruel idea was it for the word "lisp" to have an "s" in 
it? 

 
☺ Since light travels faster than sound, isn't that why some peo-

ple appear bright until you hear them speak? 
 
☺ If it's zero degrees outside today and it's supposed to be twice 

as cold tomorrow, how cold is it going to be? 
 
☺ Why do you press harder on a remote-control when you know 

the battery is dead? 
 
☺ Why are they called buildings, when they're already finished? 

Shouldn't they be called builts? 
 
☺ Why are they called apartments, when they're all stuck to-

gether? 
 
☺ Why do people without a watch look at their wrist when you 

ask them what time it is? 
 
☺ Why do you ask someone without a watch what time it is? 
 
☺ Why does sour cream have an expiration date? 
 
☺ Who is General Failure and why is he reading my disk? 
 
☺ The light went out, but where to? 
 
☺ Why do banks charge you a "non-sufficient funds fee" on 

money they already know you don't have? 
 
☺ Does the reverse side also have a reverse side? 
 
☺ Why is the alphabet in that order? 
 
☺ If the universe is everything, and scientists say that the uni-

verse is expanding, what is it expanding into? 
 
☺ If the big bang started the universe, where did that material 

that exploded come from, and what came before that? 
 
☺ If you got into a taxi and the driver started driving backward, 

would the taxi driver end up owing you money? 
 
☺ What would a chair look like if your knees bent the other 

way? 
 
☺  If a tree falls in the forest and no one is around to see it, do 

the other trees make fun of it? 
 
☺ Why is a carrot more orange than an orange? 
      
☺ When two airplanes almost collide why do they call it a near 

miss?? It sounds like a near hit to me!! 
 
☺ Do fish get cramps after eating? 
 
☺ Why are there 5 syllables in the word "monosyllabic"? 
 
☺ Why do they call it the Department of Interior when they are 

in charge of everything outdoors? 
☺ Why do scientists call it research when looking for something 

new? 
 
☺ If vegetarians eat vegetables, what do humanitarians eat? 
 
☺ If apple pies are made with apples, and cherry pies are made 

with cherries, what are Eskimo pies made of? 
 
☺ When I erase a word with a pencil, where does it go? 
 
☺ Tell a man that there are 400 billion stars and he'll believe 

you. Tell him a bench has wet paint and he has to touch it. 
 
☺ How come Superman could stop bullets with his chest, but 

always ducked when someone threw a gun at him? 
 
☺ If "con" is the opposite of "pro," then what is the opposite of 

progress? 
 
☺ Why is lemon juice mostly artificial ingredients but dishwash-

ing liquid contains real lemons? 
 
☺ Why buy a product that it takes 2000 flushes to get rid of? 
 
☺ Why do we wait until a pig is dead to "cure" it? 
 
☺ Why do we wash bath towels? Aren't we clean when we use 

them? 
 
☺ Why do we put suits in a garment bag and put garments in a 

suitcase? 
 
☺ Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? 
 
☺ What do little birdies see when they get knocked uncon-

scious? 
 
☺ Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 
 
☺ If man evolved from monkeys and apes, why do we still have 

monkeys and apes? 
 
☺ Should you trust a stockbroker who's married to a travel 

agent? 
 
☺ Is boneless chicken considered to be an invertebrate? 
 
☺ Do married people live longer than single people or does it 

just SEEM longer? 
 
☺ I went to a bookstore and asked the saleswoman, "Where's the 

self-help section?"  She said if she told me, it would defeat 
the purpose. 

 
☺ If all those psychics know the winning lottery numbers, why 

are they all still working? 
 
☺ Isn't Disney World a people trap operated by a mouse? 
 
☺ Sooner or later, doesn't EVERYONE stop smoking? 
 

— —— — 

And here’s some more ... 



 
PLEASE NOTE 
TEMPORARY 
CHANGES TO 

INQUIRIES, BOOKINGS 
AND KEY PICKUP 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
MAY 1999 

 
Mike Vale will be taking a 
well-earned break from 
RASCAL for the whole 
month of May. 
 
Mike will be doing an 
extended 4WD trip 
through outback NSW and 
Queensland and will be 
fossicking for Sapphires in 
Queensland.  If he strikes 
it rich, we may never see 
him again - Ok, Ok, keep 
the cheers down to a dull 
roar!! 
 
During Mike’s absence, 
the RASCAL phone will be 
switched through to Meg 
Krizan who will be able to 
take bookings, answer 
requests for information 
and generally attend to 
all membership matters.  
Meg will advise callers of 
key pickup arrangements. 
 
Please note, however, 
that Meg has many other 
commitments, so please 
have patience with the 
temporary arrangements. 

— —— — 

 Mrs Maureen Doherty 
 Mr Steven Doszpot 
 Mrs Maureen Doszpot 
 Ms Amy Doszpot 
 Mrs Kerry Douglas 
 Dr Jennifer Dunlop 
 Ms Alison Elvin 
 Mr Alastair Evans 
 Miss Jaynell Gudsell 
 Mrs Marilyn Hatton 
 Mr Braven Howarth 
 Ms Ann Howarth 
 Dr Bernard Hughson 
 Dr Bernard Kwan 
 Mrs Lee Kwan 
 Mrs Carole Lee 
 Mr Andrew Lee 
 Mr Bernie Little 
 Mr David MacKenzie 
 Dr Luba Malecky 
 Dr George Malecky 
 Alice Mantel 
 Dr Terry Mau 
 Mr William McLoughlin 
 Mrs Jennifer McLoughlin 
 Mr Craig Midson 
 Mrs Jill Mutton 
 Dr Philip Mutton 
 Miss Kathryn Nedeljkovic 
 Mr Damien Nedeljkovic 
 Mr Philip O'Sullivan 
 Mr Rodney Paule 
 Mrs Judy Paule 
 Ms Catherine Pearson 
 Dr Dick Quan 
 Mr Robert Rawson 
 Mrs Marelle Rawson 
 Ms Anne Robinson 
 Mr Mark Sayers 
 Mrs Ros Sorensen 
 Ms Savy Spannari 
 Mr Vic Spannari 
 Ms Fiona Stafford-Bell 
 Mr Hadyn Strang 
 Mr John Vincent 
 Mr Gordon Waddington 
 Dr Ian Wilkinson 
 Mrs Ann Wilkinson 
 Mrs Sue York 
 Mr Peter York 

 
— —— — 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
MEMBERS 

 
A very warm RASCAL welcome to the 
following new Members. 
 
☺ Cameron Castles 
☺ Dof Dickinson 

- Imogen Dickinson 
- James Dickinson 
   

And to: 
 
☺ Nicholas Hain 
☺ David Fox 
 
Who have recently upgraded from 
Junior to Full membership. 
 

— —— — 
 

A REMINDER TO THE 
FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

FROM WHOM 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

FOR 1999 HAVE NOT 
YET BEEN RECEIVED 

 
 Dr Gabrielle Andrew 
 Mrs Susan Buckingham 
 Ms Suwanna Buckley 
 Mrs Alice Buckley 
 Mr John Buckley 
 Mr Nigel Bushell 
 Angela Calder 
 Mr Jim Castles 
 Dr Anthony Crawford 
 Mr John Creasey 
 Ms Barbara Dawson 
 Dr Steven Dawson 
 Dr Graham Dawson 
 Mr Philip Doherty 

Membership Matters - Mike Vale 


	We need a garment …
	We need a design …
	We look forward to hearing from you.
	Meg Krizan
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